
APARTHEID 
SOUTH AFRICA 

A MULTI-FAITH RESPONSE 

If you do n o t  l i k e  m e  because  I am 
i g n o r a n t ,  I can be s e n t  t o  s c h o o l  and 
educated .  I f  you do n o t  l i k e  m e  
because I am d i r t y ,  I can be  t a u g h t  
t o  wash and be c l e a n .  If you do n o t  
l i k e  m e  because  o f  my u n s o c i a l  h a b i t s ,  
I can be t a u g h t  how t o  l i v e  i n  s o c i e t y .  
But i f  you do n o t  l i k e  m e  because  o f  
t h e  c o l o u r  of  my s k i n ,  I can o n l y  
r e f e r  you t o  t h e  God who made m e .  " 

From "Pocket Praise If, British Council of Churches 



Facts for reflection, meditation and.. . 

South Africa is the only country in the world in 
which racism is enshrined in the constitutional 
and legal system. 

The total South African population is 29 million, 
made up of: 

21 million Africans : 72.7% of the total 
4.5 million Whites : 15.5% " l l l l 

2.6 million Coloureds : 9.0% ll l l 

0.8 million Indians : 2.8% l I I l 

* In 86.3% of South Africa the Africans are 
excluded from ownership of land. 

* Laws are enacted by the minority Parliament, 
or by proclamation of the President. 

* The law legitimises the unequal distrbution 
of political, civil, economic and social 
rights, according to racial classification. 

* Education is segregated and unequal. 
* Segregated African communities, known as 
bantustans or "homelands" have been set up, 
to which Africans are removed, often by 
force. 

* Over 3.5 million people have been forced to 
move. 

Allan Boesak writes that the "homeland" policy 
"Is  surely the most objeetionuble and i m o r a l  aspect 
of the apartheid policies of the government.." 

(from "Walking on Thorns") 

Desmond Tutu writes " . . . they have with very l i t t l e  
compunction moved nearly tuo mil l ion Blacks. They have 
moved them of ten from places where they 'had reasonably 
adequate housing, uhere they were able t o  work ... They 
'have dumped them as i f  they were potatos i n  largely 
inhospitable areas . . . I1 

(from "Hope and Suffering") 



- ACTION ! 

I f  The ultimate most holy form of theory i s  action." 
Nicos Kazantzakis 

. . some possibilities for action 

Educate British public opinion on what apartheid 
is, and its implications. 

Raise awareness in British people of their own 
connection with apartheid South Africa through 
banking and investments, through the involvement 
of British companies, through the purchase of 
South African goods and through the British 
Government's dependence for its defence policy. 

Set an example and persuade others to join you 
in: 

* Not buying South African goods 
* Challenging major investors in South Africa 
* Writing to your MP when South African issues 
are in the news. 

* Contacting British people who are going to 
visit South Africa, or who are going to live 
there, and challenging them not to go. 

And ..... 
by joining the Anti-Apartheid Movement. If you 
would like to know more please contact: 

Multi-Faith Committee 
Ant i-Apar theid Movement 

13, Mandela Street, London NW1 ODW 

Tel: 01 387 7966 



Some religious ideals 
KliWUISM undmto.ncU, bahman, God, 04 the. ch ine .  b a ^ h  
and animatm of, the. whole 0 6  c h e . d o n ,  and m the indu)e.VLm 
i n  evehy P m o n .  Apantheid -U hejectad be.cau4e. -it d o u  not 
^.ncogm^e. tkn. wo^h and v d u e  0 6  p w o n .  

JURAISM h a  a long e.xpe/n-ence. o f , c ~ ^ c W n a t i o n  and 
pme.cu^U.on. The Ho^ocao~t WLU p e ~ p u t m U d  an m d t  
gtound.  J e w  acknowle.dge a pcuiticuJiiVt h u ' p o ~ ~ i b U y  
to oppme. t h e  d e n i d  v{ ,  human d i c j n i t y  which -OnpLic^ut 
i n  avaA^h&^d. 

BUDDHISM 4 e . u  the. wodd and oJUL within,  on, and above. 
L̂ <u p& 0 6  an indcv>u>'ible. ^ached whole.. 7 h m e . f . m  

apa^Lheid, the. p h e .  example. oh ~ e p O L W t e n e ~ ~ ,  h viwad 
( ~ s  a 4-ui again& the. Buddha. 

CHRISTIANITY hecogniheb all human being4 CL& made. i n  t h e  
image 0 6  ~ o d .  Chfu^tuxn& c.bntinue tke. wofik od J m  C W t  
who ide.nAcdied I z u n 4 a  w-ith the. wo^JLd1.6 undmdogb, the. 
poofi. and the. oppae~4 e.d. In South A w c a  huch ide.nti@cation 
&ad& to wo^k and wUne-6~ agaiyUit apCL^thtu.d. 

ISLAM Xeachu that ait peopie. axe. aqua^ and t h a t  e.qUJdLity 
ma&t be. p4actice.d. Mohle~nb 4ee. thwiî lLvu â  hawing a 
c e . W  contribution t o  make. i n  oppo^ng apOL^tk&^d. 

SIKHISM - dhcw ,the. Gt^iu Gmnth W b .  F h t  God 
h L f s k t :  and @om -it wme. ait men made.. Yea, @om G o d ' &  
tight came. the. whole. u n i v m e :  4 0 ,  whom we. c& 
good, whom bad? 0 men, be. not ^tmye.d by doubt. Foh, the. 
C ^ w t o ~  -u> i n  tke. mwte.d, and thu cfteated i n  the. Chwioh, 
who ~ W U k ,  a l l ,  a l l  oveh. The. c i a y  >Us the. m, b a t  {iiukionnd 
i n  a myriad hape.. So, ^t av& not t o  Grid ha& e^Uke~ 
w i t h  t h e  ciay v u - m t i ,  o f t  with the. p o t t m  who mod& them 
each i n  a dcdhment way. The one. Vim God h io-G^U.n ait avid. 
^Â Lsi Re. atone. who c~e.a^e^i all. And whohoevm he.uLit,u Ĥ f> 
WAY, know the. one. atone, he. >u> t k e  m v a d  0 6  God. 


