


YOUR RIGHT TO CHOOSE

When you buy goods, you look for price, quality, safety and
whether they meet your needs.

But there are other things to think about.
You may want to know where they come from.

Consumers can choose to support or show disapproval of
companies and countries. Sonietimes industries or trade unions
call for boycotts for goods made or sold by companies which
are damaging British industries or acting against the interests of
their employees.

The biggest of these boycott campaigns is the one which calls
on consumers not to buy goods from South Africa.

SOUTH AFRICAN FOOD

Goods from South Africa are sold to many people who would
not want to offer any support to the apartheid system. Many
consumers who want to support the calls by black leaders in
that country for a boycott of the products of apartheid still buy
these goods without knowing they are doing so. 60,000 metric
tonnes of South African oranges are sold in Britain every year,
over 50,000 tonnes of apples and over 50,000 tonnes of other
tresh fruit, These are sold under names like Cape and Outspan,
which are only used for South African produce. But what are
your rights to know where goods come from ?

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN MARKING

Most foods must be marked with their country of origin. It can
be a criminal offence to sell goods without clearly showing
where they come from. The best advice is to look at the label.
This leaflet tells you what you have a legal right to know,
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It is always best to look at the label. Leaflets are available in
Consumer Advice Centres which tell you about some of the
other things you can learn about foods from their labels, includ-
ing what additives are in the food and what datemarks mean.

YOUR RIGHTS REDUCED

The Law has recently been changed to make it more difficult to
tell what country goods come from.

Until January 1986, textiles and clothing, shoes and other foot-
wear had to be marked with the country of origin. So did
cutlery and domestic electrical applicances like washing
machines, televisions, heaters and food mixers.

Now the government has removed the law which gave
consumers the right to know where these goods come from.
Lambeth Council opposed this change in the law, and argued
that consumers should be able to choose for themselves what to
buy and be given full information about all goods.

WHAT T0 DO IF YOU WANT T0
BOYCOTT SOUTH AFRICAN GOODS

So, if you want to boycott goods from South Africa you need
to know which brand names to look for and to be careful when
buying goods which are most likely to be from South Africa.
These are textiles and clothes, including tights, socks and under-
wear. These goods, often made by Rex Trueform, are sold
under names like “Pat Shrub’” and **Miss Cassidy”’. Potted
plants and flowers are now being imported from South

Africa in larger numbers.

When buying these goods look at the label. If it doesn’t say

where they’re from, ask in the shop. If they can’t, or won't, tell
you, the safest course of action is not to buy them.
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IT'S YOUR CHOICE

You cun choose whether you join in the anti-racist campaign
against South African goods. But when you have decided, your
choice depends on knowing what you are buying. Labelling
gives you the information to carry out your decision BUT
ONLY IF YOU LOOK AT THE LABEL FIRST.

TELL THE TRADER

Remember too that many retailers feel forced to sell goods sold
by their competitors, so tell the shop why you are not buying
particular goods. It may help the trader to decide it is not
worth stocking them in the future.

HOW TO COMPLAIN

It you feel you have been misled or tfind toods mentioned in
this leaflet which are not clearly marked, complain to your local
Consumer Advice Centre. The responsibility to enforce most of
the laws in this leaflet rests with the Directorate of Environ-
mental Health and Consumer Services. You can help us to do
this by telling us when there is cause for complaint.

LAMBETH

Directorate of £nvironmental Health and Consumer Services
Ellen Kuzwayo House

138/146 Clapham Park Road,

London SW4 7DD

(622 6655)







