


FREE NAMIBIA

Meanwhile, in Namibia SWAPO'’s struggle for freedom has been stepped up, resistance of all
kinds has intensified. And again, so too has the regime’s repression. The round up of leaders of
the National Union of Namibian Workers early this year has been followed by the house arrest
of many of the leaders. And as in South Africa, it is not only trade union leaders and members
who have been hit by the regime. South Africa has occupied Namibia with 100,000 troops who
have imposed apartheid with the utmost brutality. Meanwhile Pretoria has blocked moves for a
negotiated settlement and UN supervised free elections and has promoted a puppet government -
an “internal settlement’’ regime like that of Muzorewa in Zimbabwe.

And Britain’s response? Britain refuses to recognise the illegality of the military occupation. It
has acted to protect South Africa when moves are made at the UN to force her to end her
illegal rule. And the government confirmed only last month that it would not review the
contract with RTZ under which the Rossing mine in Namibia supplies Britain with uranium,
and has encouraged further economic links.

OUR RESPONSE

British trade unionists have a special responsibility to act. Britain’s record is one of blatant
collaboration with the apartheid regime. We are one of South Africa’s major trading partners.
We own £7 billion worth of investment there. The government has consistently blocked moves
to enforce mandatory economic sanctions. Unless British trade unionists act Britain will be
drawn more and more into defending apartheid and the regime’s illegal occupation of Namibia.

How can you help? The Anti-Apartheid Movement believes that only the end of the apartheid
regime will bring about a non-racial and free South Africa. To this end Black South Africans
have called for the total isolation of South Africa. Act now —

* demand that the Government ends British military, nuclear and
economic links with South Africa and undertakes not to use its
UN veto to stop sanctions.

act directly to sever any connections you and your fellow trade , :
unionists know about - whether it is a bank account at Barclays,

Union investments, employers’ links with South Africa, work on

orders of military and related equipment for South Africa,

purchases of South African goods. There are many other examples.

But there are some specific and immediate things you can do:
* protest to the South African Embassy at the arrests and detentions
of workers in South Africa and urge the government to intervene.

press the Government to make South Africa end the illegal occupa-
tion of Namibia. The Government should halt the RTZ uranium
contract now.

* support SACTU, the South African Congress of Trade Unions, which
has been forced to work underground, the National Union of Namibian
Workers, and the liberation movements. Invite a speaker and help to
make sure others know what is going on there.

support the campaigns of the AAM. Join yourself and get your trade
union branch or other body to affilfate. The AAM has three major
campaigns at the moment - the campaign to free Nelson Mandela,
the consumer boycott of South African goods in British shops, and
the campaign against British nuclear links with South Africa. We can
provide more details.
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