11th Eeovembar 1967

The Bt Eon. Harold Wilsem OB: P
Primes Minister

10 Downing Street
LONDON 8wl

Dear 3ir,

The Anti-Apartheid lovement is alarmed and astonished YWy the
recent reports that the Cabinet has been considering the 1ifting
of the embarzo upon the supply of arma to South Afrioca.

It was at & rally organised by this Hovement that you personally
comaitted the Labowr Party to support the policy of an arms
embargo. To that commitaent has been added the obligation to
support the United Hations on this point, Recent events, far
from weskening the case for an embergo, have atill further
strengthened it. South Africa is now in a position of open
conflioct with the United Hetions, not only with regard to her
internal policy, but also with regaxd to her continued occupation
of South %est Africa and her non~compliance with a mandatory
regolution of the Security Counoil on sanctions against Rhodesic.
South Afrioan armed forces are in Rhodeaia illegally, for the
purpose of supporting the vebsl regime, The strength of the
South African armed forces has boem quite blatantly used as the
baain for threats againat Zambis, & memder of the Commonwealth,.

Press roports have suggested that there might be a revivel of
the dietinction which the Conscrvative Govermnment sought to
draw between "arms likely to be used for purposes of internal
suppression™ and other axms, This was alwys an unreal dig-
tinotion, but in the iight of the ciroumstances amtioned sbove,
it would be an irrelevant distinetion even if it were o real
one. The Jouth African racial confliot hes already become an
intermational conflict, Any increase in the miliiary strength
of the South African Government is capable of #nfluenocing the
course of that conflict. Any British coniribution to the
ailitary strength of the Zouth African Govermament would be a
hostile act against all thease who are invelved in that conflict
on the side of demoorscye.

He asccordingly wrge you to issue an early public statement
making it clear that the arms embaryo is still Govermment policy.

Yours faithfully,

Se Abdul
Hon, SecretaXy



