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The Prime Minis te r  has asked m e  t o  reply t o  your 
let ter  of 4 November, and t o  acknowledge rece ip t  of t h e  
r e s u l t s  of the  p e t i t i o n  campaign f o r  sanct ions against  
South Africa which accompanied i t .  I had hoped t h a t  
w e  could have ca r r i ed  forward discussion of t h e  poin ts  
you ra ised  by arranging t o  meet during your recent  s t ay  
i n  England. My o f f i c e  telephoned the  Anti-Apartheid 
Movement o f f i c e s  soon a f t e r  your l e t t e r  a r r ived  t o  arrange 
an appointment f o r  t h i s  purpose, hut were t o l d  t h a t  you 
had already l e f t  f o r  Mauritius. 

I have s tudied  your l e t t e r  carefu l ly ,  and note your 
appeal f o r  a review of the  Government's pol icy on sanct ions 
against  South Africa. W e  na tu ra l ly  keep developments 
i n  South Africa under c lose  sc ru t iny ,  and review our 
po l i c i e s  i n  the  l i g h t  of developments. But I am bound 
t o  say t h a t  your argmaents do not persuade me t h a t  a change 
i n  our e s t ab l i shed  policy would be j u s t i f i e d .  I do not 
aceept t h a t  a policy of sanct ions o r  economic disengagement 
would hasten so lu t ions  t o  the  problems e i t h e r  of South 
Africa or indeed of t h e  region as a whole. Francis P p  
made the  Government's view on t h i s  abundantly c l e a r  i n  the  
'B'oreign@f'fairs debate in the  House of Commons on 5 November. 
I a l s o  remain convinced t h a t  such p o l i c i e s  would be l i k e l y  
t o  have hi&ly damaging e f f e c t s  on a number of neighbouring 
Black A f r i c a  countr ies ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Botswana, Lesotho 
and Swaziland. I t  remains Government pol icy  t o  work f o r  
and t o  encourage peaceful change i n  South Africh through 
using our i-nt=ests I n  and contac ts  w i t h  t h a t  couatry t o  
imprest, upon the South African Government the  s t rength  of 
our views and the urgent need f o r  change. Please rest 
assured t h a t  we l o se  no opportunity i n  doing t h i s .  
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