
DON'T LET THE 

Over two hundred d e t a i n e e s  a r e  now on hunger s t r i k e  i n  South 
Afr ica .  Seven d e t a i n e e s  a t  Diepkloof Pr i son  n e a r  Soweto began 
t h e i r  hunger s t i k e  on 23.Januar-y 1989 and have s i n c e  been j o i  
by many o t h e r s .  A t  l e a s t  15 have been h o s p i t a l i s e d  and t h e  p r i s  
a u t h o r i t i e s  have now r e s o r t e d  t o  f o r c i b l y  d r i p  f e e d i n g  t h o s e  wh 
have been r e f u s i n g  food t h e  l o n g e s t .  

SUPPORT THE SOUTH AFRICAN 

This  hunger s t r i k e  i s  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  i t s  k i n d  e v e r  t o  
occur i n  South A f r i c a  and i n  i t s  s i z e  and co-ord ina t ion  we can 
s e e  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  mass democra t ic  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  Emergency, now i n  i t s  t h i r d  y e a r ,  and t o  d e t e n t i o n  
wi thou t  t r i a l .  I n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  d e t a i n e e s  a t  l e a s t  4 2  lawyers 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  f a s t i n g  p r i s o n e r s  announced a  s o l i d a r i t y  f a s t  
f o r  48 hours  i n  sympathy w i t h  t h e  d e t a i n e e s .  But t h e  P r e t o r i a  
regime, a f r a i d  o f  t h i s  p r o t e s t ' s  immense p o t e n t i a l ,  h a s  banned 
s o l i d a r i t y  a c t i o n .  I n  d e f i a n c e  o f  t h e  regime however Al lan  
Boesak, P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  World Counci l  o f  Reformed Churches, 
a l s o  announced h i s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  f a s t i n g  i n d e f i n i t e l y .  

In  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h e  s t r i k e r s  d e c l a r e d ;  
"We t h e  d e t a i n e e s  a t  Johannesburg p r i s o n  have dec ided  t o  
on a  hunger s t r i k e  t o  p r o t e s t  a t  our  u n j u s t i f i e  
d e t e n t i o n  wi thou t  t r i a l  and t o  demand our  immed 
r e l e a s e  from d e t e n t i o n . "  

Many of t h e s e  d e t a i n e e s  a r e  now approaching one thousand 
d e t e n t i o n .  They have been n e i t h e r  charged w i t h  any o f f f e  
brought  t o  t r i a l .  They have s e n t  numerous memoranda and 
t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  Law and Order  and J u s t i c e  and t o  t h e  
Pres iden t  demanding t h e y  be r e l e a s e d  and s t a t i n g  why t h e  
t h a t  t h e i r  cont inued d e t e n t i o n  i s  u n j u s t .  

SATIS (Southern Afrlc* - The Imprisoned Society) draws together representatives from Alliance of Radical Methodists. Anti-Apartheid 
~ o w n e n t .  Bntisti Defence and Ast Fund. COSAWR. Haldene Socwty. International Defence and Aid Fund. UheraIion. National League of Young 
L i k a k .  National Union d Students, Namitxan Support Committee. Pax Chnsli, Society d Black Lawysis, TASS. UNA Youth Cowwil 



T h e i r  con t inued  incarceration i n  the face o f  th 
l e d  many o f  t h o s e  d e t a i n e d  to t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way 
t h e y  w i l l  g e t  o u t  o f  p r i s o n  is t o  d e p l o y  t h e  u s e  of t h e  d r a s t i c  
weapon of  a  hunge r  s t r i k e :  d e n y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  food ,  even  i f  t h i s  
means j e o p a r d i s i n g  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  even  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

I n  r e sponse  SATIS calls f o r ;  
1 )  t h e  immediate and u n c o n d i t i o n a l  r e l e a s e  o f  a l l  d e t a i n e e s  h e l d  
by t h e  a p a r t h e i d  regime. 
2 )  t h e  l i f t i n g  o f  the S t a t e  of Emergency. 

," 

SOLIDARITY NOW! 
SATIS s u p p o r t e r s  a r e  a s k e d  to act i n  s o l i d a r i t y  with t h e  hunge r  
s t r i k e r s  and a l l  d e t a i n e e s  b y  w r i t i n g  to? 

A 1 
The S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t ,  
Union B u i l d i n g s ,  

-PRETORIA 0001, 
South Af r i ca .  

B) 
Rt. Hon. Lynda C h a l k e r ,  

London, SWlA 2AH. 

c M i n i s t e r  of State for F o r e i g n  and Commonwealth A f f a i r s .  
1- Foreign and Conunonwealth Of f  ice, 
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