


OSATU) has more than doubled in siz 
unding congress in 1985. With the Uni 
emocratic Front, it is a central organiser o 

iance campaign, which has shaken the apartheid 
ime to its very foundations. There is also growing 

-operation between COSATU, the National 
Trade Unions (NACTU) and other trade un 

e union movement and the national liberation 
movement as a whole. 

The release of Waiter Sisulu, Oscar Mpetha and other 
alwarts of the anti-apartheid struggle in Octo 
as a great victory. But South Africa remains a 
prisoned society. There are over seven hund 

political prisoners in apartheid jails including ma 
trade unionists. Amongst the sixty-seven oppo 
apartheid on death row, there are five trade un 

e brunt of the attacks by the apartheid re 
against the Mass Democratic Movemeni 

These attacks have taken various forms. When trade unionists have been released from 
nment or detention many have face 
ons and curfews which makes it im 
carry out their union duties and Ha 

y state backed vigilantes and death squad 

Detention and imprisonment. The ransacking am 
destruction of union buildings. The use of vigilai -- 

urder union activist 

The British government claims to seek a negotiated 
solidarity now in 
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the face of these attacks. International settlement to the political crisis in South ~ f r i c a .  But it 
steadfastly refuses to intervene in most cases where 
trade unionists are being repressed. The Organisation 
of African Unity has stated that the apartheid regime 
has to take steps to create the climate 
in South Africa. Amongst these steps a 

LUWI WUTK. Under ausvices of the An 
Apartheid Movement's Joint Campaign and in I 

operation with the TUC, British trade unions h, 

ayekiso, General Secretary of the National Union of 
etalworkers of South Africa, trade union stalwarts 

ar Mpetha and Harry Gwala, and SWA 
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The release of all political prisoners and detainee 
onditionally and to refrain from imposin , - -  up- - - 

execution of eight trade unionist l 

But much more needs to be done. Trade unionists 
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restrictions on them; 
Lift all bans and restrictions on all proscribed 

organisations and persons; 
End the state of emergency and repeal all remain under the threat of repression as long as the 

apartheid system exists. That is why this conferenc 
has been convened - to strengthen our campaignin 
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lation, such as, and including the Inte 
ecurity Act, designed to circumscribe politic 

ease maxe pverv errnrt to ensure tnat your orancn is 



/I one-day mobilising conference for delegates from 
trade union organisations and other interested bodies 
to promote campaigning against the repression of trade 
unionists under apartheid. 

Agenda 

Chair Barbara Switzer, Executive Committee AAM 

10.00-10.30 Registration 
10.30-11.45 Plenary 

a Ron Todd, General Secretary TGWU 
a A guest speaker from The Congress of 
South African Trade Unions (COSATU) 

11.45-13.00 Educational workshops 
1 Trade unions and the struggle against 

apartheid - a historical perspective. 
2 The apartheid state's offensive against 

COSATU and the non-racial trade union 
movement. 

3 Trade union struggles in the mines. 
4 Workers' rights and conditions. 
5 Organising on the farms and in rural 
areas. 
6 Womens' role in the non-racial trade 

union movement. 

13.00-14.00 Lunch. 

14.00-15.30 Campaign workshops on the theme 'Stop 
the Repression of Trade Unionists' with 
specific focus as indicated - 
1 Trade unionists on death row. 
2 Trade unionists in prison. 
3 Trade unionists in detention and 

restricted. 
4 Trade unionists on trial. 
5 The repression of women trade 

unionists. 
6 General. 

15.30-15.45 Tea. 

15.45-16.30 Report back from campaign workshops. 
Final speeches - 

The South African Congress of Trade 
Unions (SACTU). 

The Anti-Apartheid Movement. 



Registration Form 

Q We wish to attend the 'Resistance and Repression' 
Conference. 

Q Name of trade union and branch/organisation/local 
AA Group 

Q Registration fee: Â£ per delegate. 

Q Name($ of delegates 
(Maximum 3 per organisation) 

1. Tel no. 

Address (for documentation) 

2. Tel no. 

Address (for documentation) 

3. Tel no. 

Address (for documentation) 

Q A creche will be available. If you wish to take 
advantage of this facility, please indicate the 
number of children and their ages: 

Q Number of children Aged 

Q There is disabled access. Please tick if required. 

Q Registration fee enclosed Â 

Donation Â 

Total Â 
(Cheques, postal orders etc. should be made payable to 
the Anti-Apartheid Movement). 

The conference is run on a delegate basis and is likely 
to be over subscribed. Please register early to ensure 
your organisation's attendance. Conference credentials, 
documents and papers will be sent in advance to all 
delegates who register by Friday, 16th February. 

Please return as soon as possible to: 
The Trade Union Secretary, Anti-Apartheid Movement, 
13 Mandela Street, London NW1 ODW. 01-387 7966. 


