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INTRODUCTION 
The apartheid s t a t e  of South Afr ica  - one of t h e  world 's  most 
heavily m i l i t a r i s e d  na t ions  - is  waging an undeclared war on 
Mozambique, its north-eastern neighbour. 

This war i s  p a r t  of a p a t t e r n ,  a wider s t r a t e g y  aimed a t  
subordinat ing a l l  t he  l e s s  developed but  p o l i t i c a l l y  indep- 
endent countr ies  of Southern Africa,  and a l s o  a t  destroying 
the  African National Congress ( M C )  l i b e r a t i o n  movement and 
with i t  the  hopes f o r  a democratic South Afr ica  f r e e  from 
racism and i n j u s t i c e .  

P r e t o r i a ' s  war is  being waged a l s o  aga ins t  Namibia, which 
is  occupied and administered by the  r a c i s t  regime, and agains t  
Angola, which i s  subjec ted  t o  repeated a t t a c k s ,  invas ions ,  
des t ruc t ive  s t r i k e s  and v i o l a t i o n s  of i t s  t e r r i t o r y .  These 
two countr ies  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  most from South African aggression,  
but the  a t t a c k s  a r e  spreading throughout the  region and o the r  
na t ions  - Lesotho, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia - have a l s o  
experienced armed aggression. And a l l  a r e  sub jec t  t o  h o s t i l e  
economic pressure  from the  r a c i s t  Republic. 

None of these  countr ies  has a t tacked South Afr ica .  Some 
a r e  f a r  d i s t a n t ,  shar ing  no common f r o n t i e r  with the  RSA. 
A l l  a r e  economically and m i l i t a r i l y  f a r  weaker than the  nat ion  
t h a t  threa tens  them, with i t s  well-developed a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  economy. South Afr ica  is r i c h  i n  n a t u r a l  resources 
and has used i t s  wealth t o  dominate t h e  region and t o  b u i l d  
up one of the  s t ronges t  and best-equipped armed fo rces  i n  
Africa. 

South Af r i ca ' s  war agains t  Mozambique shows c l e a r  s i g n s  of 
in tens i fy ing .  I t  incorpora tes  the  ' t o t a l  s t r a t e g y '  t h a t  the  
r u l e r s  of apar the id  a r e  fond of a l luding t o  i n  t h e i r  f i g h t  t o  
maintain white supremacy. 

This t o t a l  s t r a t e g y  includes d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  a t t a c k s  on a 
neighbouring s t a t e  and the  bombing and k i l l i n g  of i t s  c i t i z e n s .  
I t  includes m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n  through 
the  promotion and support of t h e  anti-government t e r r o r i s t  
organizat ion known as  t h e  MNR. And it includes i n d i r e c t  
economic and psychological d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n  through a t t a c k s  
on t ranspor t  routes ,  food production, water supp l i e s  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s ,  and through malicious and mendacious rad io  
broadcasts and rumour-mongering. 

There is  ample evidence of South African involvement i n  
a l l  these  areas ,  as  t h e  United S t a t e s  and B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  
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have accepted. Several  European nations have pledged t h e i r  
support t o  Mozambique d i r e c t l y ,  and others  have done s o  thro 
through the  Southern African Development Coordination Conf- 
erence (SADCC). But there  i s  a t r a g i c  lack o f  ac t ion  where 
i t  i s  most needed - against  the  p o l i c i e s  and aggression of  the  
apartheid s t a t e .  



DIRECT SOUTH AFRICAN ATTACKS 
The f i r s t  major m i l i t a r y  a t t a c k  on Mozambican t e r r i t o r y  
came a t  the  beginning i f  1981 when a commando team from 
the  South African Defence Force (SADF) crossed t h e  border 
i n  disguised t rucks  and drove s w i f t l y  t o  Matola, a suburb 
of Maputo, c a p i t a l  c i t y  of Mozambique. On the  way, a Port- 
uguese c i v i l i a n  working i n  Mozambique on con t rac t  was shot  
and k i l l e d .  A t  Matola t h r e e  houses were a t tacked by mortar 
f i r e  and machine guns. 

Twelve South African refugees,  members of t h e  ANC and 
SACTU, were k i l l e d  i n  the  a t t a c k ;  one d ied  l a t e r  i n  h o s p i t a l  
and th ree  w e r e  kidnapped and taken t o  South Afr ica .  The 
houses were v i r t u a l l y  destroyed by t h e  f e r o c i t y  of t h e  
a t tack .  

A month a f t e r  the  a t t a c k ,  Mozambique expelled four  United 
S t a t e s  diplomats who had been revealed as  CIA o f f i c i a l s  
engaged i n  a c t s  of espionage, inc luding cooperation with t h e  
South African a u t h o r i t i e s  over information r e l a t i n g  t o  ANC 
refugees i n  Maputo. A s  i f  t o  warn Mozambique agains t  d i r e c t  
r e t a l i a t i o n ,  South African temporarily suspended r a i l  t r a f f i c  
t o  apd from Maputo, causing problems f o r  Mozambique. 

Short ly af terwards,  i n  March 1981, r egu la r  SADF troops 
crossed i n t o  Mozambique a t  the  c o a s t a l  r e s o r t  of Ponto da Ouro 
south of Maputo. Challenged, t h e  platoon opened f i r e  and a 
gun b a t t l e  followed i n  which two South African s o l d i e r s  were 
k i l l e d  and a Mozambican wounded. I t  i s  thought t h a t  the  
purpose of t h i s  provocative ac t ion  was t o  t e s t  t h e  l o c a l  
defence capacity of t h e  Mozambican fo rces .  

Other d i r e c t  incurs ions  have taken p lace  i n  t h e  Namaacha 
d i s t r i c t ,  near t o  where Mozambique's border meets Swaziland 
and South Af r i ca ' s  eas te rn  Transvaal Province. I n  August 
1982 South African a t t ackers  k i l l e d  th ree  people, inc luding 
a Portuguese c i t i z e n ,  i n  Namaacha town, and kidnapped t h r e e  
o the r s .  In  an e a r l i e r  i n c i d e n t , a  house i n  t h e  town was a t tacked 
with explosives and an occupant k i l l e d .  I n  Apr i l  1983 a group 
of South African saboteurs was i n t e rcep ted  by t h e  Mozambican 
defence forces ,  who had been a l e r t e d  by l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  When 
challenged, the  group opened f i r e  and then f l e d ,  abandoning 
t h e i r  packs - which were found t o  conta in  explosive charges, 
p a r t s  f o r  time bombs and forged i d e n t i t y  documents. I t  is 
bel ieved t h a t  t h e i r  ob jec t ive  was t o  p l a n t  bombs i n  publ ic  
places t o  cause f e a r  and insecur i ty  during t h e  meeting of t h e  
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Frelimo Par ty  Fourth Congress, which was about t o  take  p lace  
i n  Maputo. 

This was followed a  month l a t e r  by a  major a i r  a t t a c k  on 
sites c lose  t o  Maputo, mainly i n  t h e  Matola a rea .  A t  7.20 
on the  morning of 23 May 1983 a  squadron of 14  South African 
a i r c r a f t  s t r a f e d  and bombarded the  d i s t r i c t  with machinegun 
f i r e  and air-to-ground fragmentation rockets .  

The t a r g e t s  appear t o  have been t h e  Maputo o i l  r e f i n e r y  
( a  s t r a t e g i c  economic s i t e )  the  bridge over the  Matola r i v e r ,  - 
and the  i n d u s t r i a l  and t r ad ing  a rea  nearby. Ant i - a i r c ra f t  
defences protec ted  t h e  f i r s t  two of these ,  and c a s u a l t i e s  a 
were heavies t  i n  the  i n d u s t r i a l  and r e s i d e n t i a l  a reas .  A t  
t h e  Somopal f r u i t  j u i ce  and jam fac tory  th ree  workers were 
k i l l e d .  The fac to ry  creche,  luck i ly  unoccupied a t  t h e  time 
of the  r a i d ,  was a l s o  h i t .  I n  the  r e s i d e n t i a l  a rea ,  a  s ix -  
year-old c h i l d  was k i l l e d  playing i n  the  s t r e e t ,  and a  number of 
o the r  people, including a  two-year-old i n f a n t ,  were wounded. 
One Mozambican s o l d i e r  guarding the  br idge  was a l s o  k i l l e d  i n  

'the a t t ack .  Claiming c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  r a i d ,  a  spokesman i n  
P r e t o r i a  s a i d  its a i r c r a f t  had a t t a c k  an ANC m i l i t a r y  base 
and k i l l e d  dozens of g u e r i l l a s .  

The B r i t i s h  ambassador t o  Mozambique, John Stewart ,  was 
among those who v i s i t e d  t h e  sites h i t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  r a i d  
and he re fu ted  South African claims t h a t  the  t a r g e t s  were 
ANC bases. H e  s a i d  " the  fac to ry  is  no t ,  and t h e r e  is no indic-  
a t ion  t h a t  i t  ever  has been, a  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of the  
ANC", and added t h a t  the  Mozambican a u t h o r i t i e s  had encouraged 
the  diplomatic corps t o  v i s i t  and inspect  everything they 
wished t o  see .  I t  seems t h a t  one major purpose of the  r a i d  
was i n  f a c t  t o  a t t ack  Maputo's economic i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and 
thus add t o  the  c i t y ' s  problems; when t h i s  f a i l e d  and c i v i l i a n s  
were the  vict ims,  P r e t o r i a ' s  spokesman t r i e d  a  propaganda 
counter-offensive, perhaps as  much f o r  i n t e r n a l  consumption 
as f o r  s e l f - j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  the  rest of t h e  world. 

A t a c t i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  a c t  of aggression came i n  August 
1982 with the  a s sass ina t ion  of Ruth F i r s t ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y -  
renowned scho la r ,  p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r  and academic who was working 
as  research d i r e c t o r  of t h e  African Studies  Centre a t  t h e  Univ- 
e r s i t y  of Maputo. The k i l l i n g  was c a r r i e d  out  by means of a  
soph i s t i ca ted  and l e t h a l  pa rce l  bomb t h a t  a l s o  severe ly  
in jured  severa l  o the r  members of t h e  Centre ' s  s t a f f .  

Jose Antonio Monteiro Ramos, Portuguese cooperante 
ki1Ze.d i n  h i s  oar d u r i n g  South African at tack  on 

6 MatoZa, January 1981. Photo : AIM 









DESTABILISATION AND THE MNR 
A s  well  a s  d i r e c t  a t t a c k s  on t h e  Front Line S t a t e s ,  South 
Africa pursues a policy of arming and coordinat ing t e r r o r i s t  
groups within neighbouring coun t r i e s ,  groups t h a t  use murder, 
massacre, plunder, sabotage and abduction t o  c r e a t e  economic - 

and s o c i a l  d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n .  I n  Angola, P r e t o r i a  supports ,  
suppl ies ,  t r a i n s  and p ro tec t s  the  counter-revolutionary 2- 

organizat ion Unita; i n  Mozambique i t  d i r e c t s  and arms the  
s e l f - s t y l e d  Mozambique National Resistance,  known as  t h e  - MNR o r  sometimes, i n  i t s  own propaganda, a s  Renamo. 

Mil i ta ry  t r a i n i n g  and planning of MNR opera t ions  take  
place i n  a camp i n  the  Transvaal and t o  a l l  i n t e n t s  and pur- . 
poses i t s  troops may be regarded, i n  Pres ident  Machel's words, 
as  " j u s t  an extension of the  South African army". 1 The MNR was o r i g i n a l l y  crea ted  i n  1976 by t h e  Rhodesian 
Central  In te l l igence  Organization under t h e  Smith regime, a s  
a mans of in tens i fy ing  the  war agains t  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  forces  
of Zimbabwe by gaining information from Mozambicans who had 
f l e d  the  country a t  the  t i m e  of independence and were able  
t o  a s s i s t  t h e  Smith regime's s t r i k e s  aga ins t  Zimbabwean refugees 
and freedom f i g h t e r s  across the  border i n  Mozambique. MNR 
members were drawn from the  ' s p e c i a l  u n i t s '  of t h e  Portuguese 
co lon ia l  army, from the  PIDE p o l i t i c a l  p o l i c e  and i n  some 
cases from Frelimo d e s e r t e r s .  Most were Mozambican i n  o r i g i n ,  
l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  appointed m i l i t a r y  commander, Andre Matsangaiza, 
but many sen io r  members were European, of Portuguese nat ionali ty 
o r  descent.  The most important of these  l eaders  was Orlando 
C r i s t i n a ,  a former PIDE agent who helped form t h e  notorious 
e l i t e  groups of the  co lon ia l  forces ,wi th  whose f i l e s  R e  fled 
t o  Rhodesia i n  1975. From 1980-3 he headed MNR i n  South Af r i ca . )  
A s  well  a s  car ry ing out  bombing r a i d s  on ZANU camps and on 
s t r a t e g i c  t r anspor t  l i n k s ,  Rhodesia s t e a d i l y  t r a ined  MNR teams 
t o  a t tack  and harass  Mozambican i n s t a l l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  provinces 
bordering Zimbabwe. The aim was t o  r a i s e  t h e  cos t  of suppor- 1 
t i n g  the  Zimbabwean l i b e r a t i o n  fo rces  and ob l ige  Mozambique, 
a poorly developed country with g r e a t  i n t e r n a l  needs, t o  put  
its own su rv iva l  agains t  t h e  freedom of Zimbabwe. 

When Zimbabwe became independent i n  1980, t h e  personnel ,  
armaments, r ad io  equipment e t c  belonging t o  the  MNR,was a l l  
t r ans fe r red  t o  South African t e r r i t o r y  and, as  former members 
of t h e  Rhodesian Specia l  Branch have confirmed, a new prog- 
ramme was launched t o  develop t h e  MNR i n t o  a mobile, nat ion- 





MNR a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  of two main types: l o c a l  ' band i t '  
ac t ions  - k i l l i n g ,  loo t ing ,  ambushing, burning, kidnapping - 
ca r r i ed  out  by roving armed gangs who obta in  most of t h e i r  
suppl ies  from t h e i r  vict ims and may be constant ly  on t h e  move; 
and spec ia l i sed  'commando' u n i t s  where s k i l l e d  teams a r e  
sent  i n t o  the  country t o  sabotage s t r a t e g i c  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  

There i s  d i r e c t  South African p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  both 
types of opera t ion ,  although it i s  g r e a t e r  i n  t h e  'commando' 
ac t ions ,  which required s k i l l e d  saboteurs t r a ined  by t h e  
SADF o r  r e c r u i t e d  from i n t e r n a t i o n a l  mercenaries. From 
an HQ base i n  the  Transvaal,  South African m i l i t a r y  author- 
i t i e s  oversee and d i r e c t  a l l  MNR a c t i v i t i e s ,  i s s u i n g  i n s t r -  
uct ions by rad io  and arranging del ivery  of important supp l i e s  
by a i r  o r  sea .  A t  t he  MNR base a t  Tome i n  Inhambane, f o r  
example, MNR capt ives  i n  1983 saw s i x  white South Africans 
t r a i n i n g  MNR personnel i n  t h e  use of r a d i o  equipment, and 
the  a r r i v a l  of arms and o t h e r  suppl ies  by parachute drop. 
Documents cpatured a t  t h e  MNR base a t  Garagua i n  Manica 
Province destroyed by the  Mozambican Armed Forces (FPLM) i n  
December 1981 showed t h a t  t h i s  process has been a continuous 
one. They included records of meetings between the  current  
MNR m i l i t a r y  commander Afonso Dlakama and a South African 
m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Col.van Niekerk 
o r  Colonel Char l ie .  

BANDITS 
I n  the  e a r l y  days of t h e i r  opera t ions ,  most MNR opera t ions  
were i n  the  mountainous regions of Mozambique such as  those  
bordering Zimbabwe, where t h e  t e r r a i n  made it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
the  Mozambican army. The main base was a t  Garagua i n  t h e  
Gorongosa d i s t r i c t ,  and t h i s  was supplied by h e l i c o p t e r s  
from Rhodesia u n t i l  t h e  b a s e ' s  capture by the  FPLM i n  Dec- 
ember 1979. Since 1981, MNR ac t ions  with add i t iona l  support 
from South Africa have been extended i n t o  o t h e r  regions ,  i n  
each of which t h e r e  tend t o  be a number of bases,  some l a r g e  
and some small and e a s i l y  dismantled. 

The m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  p a t t e r n  is f o r  a  number of s e l e c t e d  
'commanders' t o  be taken t o  South Afr ica  f o r  t r a i n i n g  and 
bri3:f3'=g, v i t h  the  majori ty of MNR ' rank and f i l e '  a r e  given 
bas ic  weapons t r a i n i n g  i n  camps i n s i d e  Mozambique. Many of 
the  r e c r u i t s  a r e  young men who a r e  forced o r  'persuaded' 
t o  jo in  the  MNR by t h r e a t s  o r  b r ibes ;  once they have taken 
pa r t  i n  armed ac t ions  i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  leave .  





The s t rong  dependence of t h e  MNR on South Afr ica  was 
i l l u s t r a t e d  a t  the  t r i a l  of an MNR commander of a  l o c a l  u n i t  
ac t ive  i n  1982 i n  t h e  provinces of Gaza and Inhambane. This 
man t r a v e l l e d  on a t  l e a s t  two occasions t o  South Afr ica  by 
he l i cop te r ,  where he c o l l e c t e d  weapons f o r  h i s  group. With 
the  weapons, t h e  group ambushed and burnt  two buses, k i l l i n g  
a l l  t he  passengers, a t tacked and destroyed schools ,  shops, 
r u r a l  h o s p i t a l s  and v i l l a g e s ,  and caused widespread havoc 
i n  severa l  d i s t r i c t s .  When eventual ly  caught,  t h e  commander 
was sentenced t o  death by a m i l i t a r y  revolut ionary t r i b u n a l .  

A typ ica l  r e c r u i t  t o  the  MNR was 19-year-old Jorge  
Gumache from northern Inhambane Province, who joined the  
MNR i n  September 1981. The t ruck i n  which he was t r ave l -  
l i n g  was ambushed and he was taken t o  a  camp where he was 
given s i x  months' m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g .  "Then they gave me a 
gun," he s a i d  following h i s  a r r e s t  i n  1983, "and we went 
t o  Muapsa, where I burnt  out  a  l o r r y  f u l l  of sacks of 
sugar". La te r  h i s  group a t tacked a r u r a l  h o s p i t a l  and 
took away suppl ies  and f o r c i b l y  abducted four  members of 
s t a f f ,  who were made t o  cook and look a f t e r  members of t h e  
gang. Other operat ions included veh ic le  ambushes on the  
roads i n  remote areas ,  plunder of shops and food supp l i e s ,  
and a t  l e a s t  one a t t ack  on t h e  r a i l  l i n e  between Inhambane 
and Inharrime, when a t r a i n  was d e r a i l e d  and 14 people 
taken o f f  i n t o  MNR custody, no doubt t o  become a c t i v e  
members i n  t h e i r  tu rn ,  o r  be  shot .  Gumache, s e n t  on a 
reconnaissance mission i n t o  Inhambane c i t y ,  was f i n a l l y  
caught and h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e ign  of t e r r o r  brought t o  an 
end. 

A t  Christmas 1983 two e s p e c i a l l y  h o r r i f i c  MNR a t t a c k s  
on innocent v i l l a g e r s  took p lace .  I n  one, an MNR group 
ambushed an i n t e r c i t y  bus i n  Nampula Province, t o l d  t h e  
passengers t o  leave t h e  bus and s t r i p ,  and then shot  them. 
A t  l e a s t  40 people were k i l l e d  and 20 in jured ,  some of whom 
sought succour i n  a  nearby Cathol ic  church where Christmas 
mass was being ce lebra ted .  

I n  the  o the r  inc iden t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Marrangwa i n  t h e  
eas te rn  p a r t  of Gaza Province was raided by an armed MNR 
gang during Christmas f e s t i v i t i e s .  Five people, including 
t h e  Frelimo Par ty  Secre tary ,  were hacked t o  death with 
hammers and axes. The head of one woman was cu t  o f f  and 
stuck on a pos t .  A witness s a i d  "There w e r e  armed men a l l  
around us and we had t o  s i t  on the  ground and watch". 



As well as these attacks on local people, with the 
objective of terrorising and disrupting their lives, the 
MNR also aims to destroy major economic and social inst- 
allations, particularly those linked to Frelimo's develop- 
ment policies and to international assistance. The communal 
villages established as key elements in the drive to increase 
agricultural production and distribution in the rural areas 
by bringing family cultivation into a cooperative system, 
have been selected for attack. Through the communal village 
policy it is hoped to bring social benefits such as health 
care and education to all citizens, and so the MNR has 
consistently attacked targets such as village health posts, 
school classrooms and community shops, leaving the inhabit- 
ants without their much-needed services which they have in 
most cases laboured to rpvide from their own resources. In 
Inhambane Province a total of 400 village shops have been 
burnt down. In extreme cases, residents have been forced 
to leave the village and return to scattered homesteads 
and fields wherever they can find shelter. 

In all areas, the war has aggravated other problems such 
as cultivation and marketing of food crops or the poor dist- 
ribution of manufactured items like tools, utensils and 
clothing. The standard of life for many peasant families 
has declined and in certain areas the combined effects of 
drought, poor supplies and MNR operations have led to actual 
famine and death. 

State agricultural enterprises have sometimes repeatedly 
been singled out for attack by the MNR. Daniel Manhique, 
manager of a cattle farm in Gaza province, experienced three 
MNR attacks in ten months, during which farm workers were 
killed and injured and livestock was stolen or let loose; 
the objective was to force the farm to suspend its operations 
and thus reduce production, a form of economic pressure that 
pushes local agriculture back towards the subsistence level 
of farming from which Mozambique is trying to advance. 

The MNR also carried out attacks on development projects 
funded by foreign aid or where foreign workers (known as 
cooperantes) are employed on contract, as industrial or 
agricultural specialists or in teaching and medicine. Here 
the objective is partly economic and partly propaganda and 
intimidation, and also serves as a means of involving other 
nations in what the MNR's masters in Pretoria would like to 
project as a conflict between the Mozambican government and 
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its p o l i t i c a l  opponents. Attacks on a i d  p r o j e c t s  may, i t  
i s  thought, lead t o  a withdrawal of overseas cooperation 
with Mozambique. Capturing fore ign c i t i z e n s  and o f f e r i n g  
t o  nego t i a t e  f o r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e  is an attempt t o  ga in  i n t e r -  
na t ional  recogni t ion  and p o l i t i c a l  c r e d i b i l i t y .  

The f i r s t  such inc ident  took p lace  i n  1981 when a B r i t i s h  
eco log i s t  and a Chilean teacher  working a t  the  Gorogosa Game 
Park were kidnapped. Af ter  long t r e k s  on foo t  with smal l  
MNR groups evading capture ,  the  former was re leased j u s t  
across the  border i n  Zimbabwe and t h e  l a t t e r  some months 
l a t e r  i n  Malawi. In  August 1982 s i x  Bulgarian const ruct ion  
engineers working on a road p ro jec t  i n  Zambezia province 
were captured and held hostage u n t i l  f r eed  by a Mozambican 
army opera t ion .  A t  t he  same time seven Portuguese cooperantes 
kidnapped i n  Manica province i n  October were r e l eased  on 
the  Zimbabwe border. 

Foreign workers have been int imidated by MNR act ions  even 
when not d i r e c t l y  threatened.  I n  the  Chimoio d i s t r i c t  
cooperantes working a t  t h e  Swedish-supported Ifloma f o r e s t r y  
and sawmill p r o j e c t  w e r e  temporarily withdrawn i n  mid-1982 
and although the  sawmill began i t s  opera t ions  a t  t h e  end of 
the  year  the  fore ign workers again withdrew i n  Apr i l  1983, 
leaving the  p ro jec t  without much needed t echn ica l  support .  

Other p ro jec t s  have been delayed and hampered by abduction 
of s k i l l e d  workers. In  December 1982 work on power l i n e s  
i n  Zambezia province was ha l t ed  by the  kidnapping of two 
French engineers and only resumed a f t e r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e  i n  
February 1983. In  October 1982 a S r i  Lankan cooperante 
working a t  a t e a  processing fac to ry  was kidnapped and 
l a t e r  re leased.  

The most se r ious  a t t a c k  t o  d a t e  took p lace  i n  August 
1983 when t h e  MNR launched an a s s a u l t  agains t  a t a n t a l i t e  
mine a t  Morrua i n  Zambezia, k i l l i n g  two Sovie t  geo log i s t s  
together  with two Mozambican members of the  works m i l i t i a  
guarding t h e  mining complex, and kidnapped 24 o the r  
Soviet  cooperantes. Eyewitness r e p o r t s  descr ibe  the  
a t t ackers  opening f i r e  on the  q u a r t e r s  where the  geo log i s t s  
were s leeping and rounding them up t o  ca r ry  away loot:: 
"They smashed a l l  t h e  windows of t h e  houses. They smashed 
up the  labora tory  and t h e  guesthouse. They s t o l e  every- 
thing they could - c lo thes ,  food, even spec tac les .  They 
s t o l e  a l l  t he  medicines from t h e  hea l th  post  and then 
destroyed it". 





SABOTEURS 
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placing explosives was found a t  another s e c t i o n  of the  l i n e  
i n  Manica province, and it is  assumed t h a t  the  same o r  
s i m i l a r  personnel c a r r i e d  out  t h e  br idge  demolition. The 
dead mercenary was l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a  former B r i t i s h  Army 
o f f i c e r  who served i n  Northern I re l and  and then joined t h e  
Rhodesian s p e c i a l  fo rces  before  t r a n s f e r r i n g  a t  independence 
t o  the  South African Defence Force. 

A month a f t e r  the  des t ruc t ion  of t h e  Pungwe b r idges ,  
marker buoys i n  Bei ra  harbour - e s s e n t i a l  navigat ional  a i d s  
f o r  sh ips  en te r ing  and leaving the  p o r t  - were destroyed 
by a naval commando team t h a t  approached from the  s e a .  Such 
an operat ion was c l e a r l y  beyond the  b a s i c  m i l i t a r y  capabil- 
i t i e s  of the  MNR u n i t s  i n  Mozambique and f i t s  i n  with what 
is known of the  s p e c i a l  seaborne h i t  squads wi th in  the  SADF, 
such as  t h a t  assumed t o  have c a r r i e d  out  the  a t t a c k  on the  
Angolan o i l  r e f i n e r y  i n  Luanda i n  December 1981. 

During 1982 t h e r e  were f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  on Mozambique's 
r a i l  l i n e s ,  including an a t t a c k  on a t r a i n  near  Chimoio i n  
May and more explosions damaging the  Bei ra  l i n e  i n  Ju ly .  
The o i l  p i p e l i n e  car ry ing f u e l  from Beira  t o  Zimbabwe was 
a l s o  damaged. I t  is  not  always poss ib le  t o  say which of 
these  a t t a c k s  involves profess ional  saboteurs  drawn d i r e c t l y  
from t h e  SADF and which a r e  c a r r i e d  out  by Mozambican-based 
MNR groups, s ince  both have t h e  same aims and ob jec t ives .  
Nor is it always necessary t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e  two 
types of operat ion,  f o r  on occasion s p e c i a l i s t  teams and MNR 
u n i t s  work together ;  such opera t ions  a r e  c l e a r l y  organised 
from South Africa.  

The blowing up of f u e l  s to rage  tanks a t  Bei ra  harbour i n  
December 1982 seems t o  have been undoubtedly t h e  work of a 
s p e c i a l  squad, and was s i m i l a r  i n  scope t o  t h e  previous- 
yea r ' s  major a t t a c k  on t h e  Luanda r e f i n e r y ,  where t h e  remains 
of an u n i d e n t i f i a b l e  white mercenary were found. The damage 
t o  the  Bei ra  s to rage  tanks and t h e  l o s s  of f u e l  caused 
shortages i n  Zimbabwe, where emergency p e t r o l  r a t ion ing  was 
required,  leading t o  increased dependence on South Afr ica  
f o r  f u e l  supp l i e s .  This provided a c l e a r  demonstration of 
Mozambique's v u l n e r a b i l i t y ,  and of P r e t o r i a ' s  power and 
determination t o  maintain i ts  pos i t ion  of dominance- 



ECONOMIC AGRESSION 
V i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  t a r g e t s  o f  South A f r i c a ' s  d i r e c t  and 
i n d i r e c t  aggress ion  a g a i n s t  Mozambique a r e  of economic 
importance. 

A s  w e l l  a s  de s t roy ing  t r a n s p o r t  l i n k s ,  t h e  a t t a c k s  have 
seve re ly  d i s r u p t e d  power and water  s u p p l i e s .  I n  1982, f o r  
example, t h e  Revue dam, where B e i r a ' s  e l e c t r i c i t y  i s  gener- 
a t ed ,  was s e v e r a l  t ime sabotaged,  and t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  a t t a c k s  
on t h e  c i t y ' s  water  supply.  These type  of a t t a c k s ,  i f  succ- 
e s s f u l ,  cause g r e a t  economic and s o c i a l  problems. - .  

There have a l s o  been repea ted  MNR a t t a c k s  on t h e  power 
supply l i n e s  t ak ing  e l e c t r i c i t y  from t h e  Cahora Bassa dam i n  
T e t e  province  south  t h e  South A f r i c a ,  under a  pre-independ- 
ence agreement. To summarise an i n t r i c a t e  s i t u a t i o n ,  when 
t h e  power supply is  i n t e r r u p t e d ,  South A f r i c a  does no t  pay 
t h e  Portuguese-owned Cahora Bassa company, which then has  
d i f f i c u l t y  meeting t h e  c o s t s  involved  i n  product ion  and i n  
paying o f f  t h e  loans r a i s e d  t o  f i nance  t h e  scheme. Under 
t h e  agreement some power is reimported from South Af r i ca  f o r  
southern  Mozambique; when t h e  supply is d i s r u p t e d ,  Mozambique 
i s  obl iged  t o  buy South Afr ican-generated power, u s ing  
s c a r c e  f o r e i g n  currency.  I t  i s  thought  t h a t  a s  South Af r i ca  
has  no long t e r m  i n t e r e s t  i n  Cahora Bassa e l e c t r i c i t y  - which 
provides  under 10% of  South Afr ican  consumption - and i s  
c u r r e n t l y  making g r e a t  e f f o r t s  towards energy se l f - su f f i c i ency ,  
t h e  MNR a t t a c k s  on t h e  t r ansmis s ion  l i n e s  a r e  aimed a t  induc- 
i ng  Po r tuga l  t o  abandon its i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Cahora Bassa 
p l a n t ,  which would c r e a t e  a  range of new problems f o r  hard- 
pressed  Mozambique t o  d e a l  wi th .  

Other  economic t h r e a t s  used by South Af r i ca  do no t  involve  
t h e  use  of t h e  MNR. Ea r ly  i n  1981 t h e  South African author-  
i t ies suspended t r a f f i c  on t h e  Transvaal-Maputo r a i l  l i n e ,  
which caused f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  Mozambique through 
t h e  l o s s  of expected revenue.  And i n  t h e  months t h a t  f o l l -  
owed, i t  is es t imated  t h a t  a  t o t a l  of  450,000 tonnes of  
cargo  t h a t  would normally have been sh ipped  through Maputo 
were d i v e r t e d  through South Afr ican  ha rbour s .  The i n d u s t r i a l  
and mining a r e a  o f  t h e  Rand i s  an obvious customer f o r  
f r e i g h t  s e r v i c e s  i n  and out  of Maputo, b u t  o t h e r  r o u t e s  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e ,  l e av ing  Mozambique r a t h e r  a t  South A f r i c a ' s  
mercy. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  r ecen t  p l a n s  t o  develop new r o u t e s  
v i a  a  r a i l  l i n k  and p o r t  i n  Swaziland i n d i c a t e  t h a t  South 
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c a p i t a l ,  which was fac ing a ca tas t roph ic  harves t .  Lack 
of r a i n  had been aggravated by the  d e l i b e r a t e  reduction 
of r i v e r  water by t h e  c los ing  of a dam on the  South African 
s i d e  of t h e  Incomati r i v e r ,  s o  t h a t  no water was reaching 
Moamba. 

In  another inc iden t  s h o r t l y  before t h e  opening of t h e  
Frelimo Par ty  Fourth Congress, a dam on the  Umbeluzi 
r i v e r  i n  Swaziland was a l s o  closed,  apparently a t  South 
African i n s t i g a t i o n ,  i n  order  t o  deprive Maputo of water .  
After  emergency m i n i s t e r i a l  t a l k s ,  the  supply was resumed. 

Mozambique i s  vulnerable t o  t h i s  kind of pressure  
because 70% of its r i v e r  water o r i g i n a t e s  ou t s ide  i t s  
boundaries. And South African p lans  t o  u t i l i s e  f o r  indus- 
t r i a l  purposes water t h a t  has h i t h e r t o  flowed t o  t h e  s e a  
could make th ings  worse. 

South Af r i ca ' s  regional  economic dominance, which can be 
and is used i n  a h o s t i l e  manner agains t  Mozambique, is 
being challenged through t h e  SADCC, es t ab l i shed  by the  
independent s t a t e s  of Southern Afr ica  a s  a system of pro- 
j ec t  cooperation designed t o  reduce dependence on South 
Africa and thus  diminish v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  economic aggress- 
ion. Through SADCC the  independent s t a t e s  hope t o  s t reng-  
then t h e i r  economies through b i l a t e r a l  and c o l l e c t i v e  
ac t ion ,  and through ass i s t ance  and investment from Western 
European nat ions .  

SADCC i t s e l f  has been at tacked by South Afr ica  i n  a c t s  
such a s  the  d i s l o c a t i o n  of communication l i n k s  between t h e  
SADCC countr ies  - an example of how powerfully t h e  apar the id  
s t a t e  con t ro l s  economic i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s .  In  add i t ion ,  
P r e t o r i a  o f f e r s  ' favourable t reatment '  t o  those Southern 
African countr ies  which a r e  w i l l i n g ,  o r  obl iged,  t o  cooper- 
a t e  with South African f i n a n c i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s .  

Pres ident  Machel has accused South Afr ica  of attempting 
t o  destroy SADCC. A t  a SADCC s u m m i t  meeting i n  J u l y  1983 
he sa id :  "We a r e  aware t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  aim of t h e  a c t s  of 
d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n  c a r r i e d  out  agains t  our  coun t r i e s  is  t o  
render SADCC non-viable. Our response t o  t h i s  t h r e a t  must 
be founded on our unity".  

He added:llWe r e j e c t  p o l i t i c a l  o r  economic dependence on 
South Afr ica  o r  any o t h e r  country. W e  r e fuse  t o  submit t o  
manoeuvres o r  blackmail.  We want t o  transform our region 
i n t o  a zone of peace, progress and well-being". 



PROPAGANDA AND ESPIONAGE 
In support of its military and economic aggression against 
the independent states of the region, South Africa employs 
powerful propaganda means, and through its access to comm- 
unication technology is able to reach- large numbers of 
listeners in Southern Africa. 

The objective is a dual one: to convince those living 
in the Front Line States that South Africa, although the 
land of apartheid, is also a land of plenty and prosperity, 
where consumer goods not available in independent states 
may be easily purchased, and that inefficiency and instab- 
ility are endemic to 'black1 governments. The propaganda 
spreads a good deal of disinformation about independent 
Africa, all mixed up with straight international news so 
that the distortions are not immediately apparent; the aim 
is to confuse and demoralise those living in neighbouring 
states who may not have access to alternative information 
sources, but it is essentially the same propaganda supplied 
to and consumed by the Western press and news agencies. 

Radio is the chief propaganda means in Southern Africa, 
and Pretoria beams broadcasts to the whole region. To 
Mozambique the programmes are in both English and Portug- 
uese language versions, in addition to which there are 
various commercial stations whose output consists largely 
of pop music and advertisements, together with regional 
news items. 

There are also radio stations that specifically promote 
destabilization by purporting to be run by the so-called 
resistance movements. These claim to be broadcasting 
from within the country but are in fact controlled and 
operated from South Africa. 

The MNR radio station is now called the Voice of the 
Mozambican Resistance, and its transmitter is located in 
the Transvaal. In the early days of the MNR similar 
stations operated from Malawi and Zimbabwe but after 1980 
everything was transferred to South Africa. Here the 
station retained its original name until the middle of 
1983, when a reorganization took place in the wake of the 
murder of Orlando Cristina, who was domiciled in South 
Africa and played a leading role in the diffusion of prop- 
aganda by radio. 





during the Frelimo Party Fourth Congress. 
The second man was caught near the South African border 

Mozanibiean troops with equipment captured from South A t  
reconnaissance uni t  that entered Mozambiaue on 22 June 



NEGOTIATIONS 
Towards the  end of 1983, the  Mozambican government entered  
i n t o  preliminary d iscuss ions  wi th  South Africa on ' p r a c t i c a l  
ways and means of achieving peace, s e c u r i t y  and good neigh- 
bourly r e l a t i o n s  between the  two coun t r i e s  on the  b a s i s  of 
in te rna t iona l ly -es tab l i shed  p r i n c i p l e s  of r e l a t i o n s  between 
sovereign s t a t e s ' .  One of t h e  c e n t r a l  i s sues  a t  s t ake  was 
South Af r i ca ' s  unneighbourly aggression agains t  Mozambique 
and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i t s  promotion of t h e  MNR. 

On 16 January 1984 a  j o i n t  statement agreed t h a t  n e i t h e r  
country should ' serve  a s  a springboard'  f o r  a t t acks  on the  
o ther .  To da te ,  however, the re  have been no p r a c t i c a l  moves 
on the  p a r t  of P r e t o r i a  t o  reduce i ts  m i l i t a r y  t h r e a t  t o  
Mozambique; i t  is hoped t h a t  t h e  coming months w i l l  s e e  some 
improvement i n  the  pos i t ion .  

The cos t s  of South Af r i ca ' s  undeclared war have been sub- 
s t a n t i a l  t o  Mozambique, which is  already a  poor country. 
Early i n  1984, the  ex te rna l  debt t o  western c r e d i t o r s  had t o  
be renegot ia ted  and i n  doing so  Mozambique explained t h a t  t h i s  
was i n  p a r t  due t o  the  e f f e c t s  of South African ac t ions .  

Losses caused both by d i r e c t  aggression and by t h e  h o s t i l e  
economic s t r a t e g y  a r e  est imated t o  have cos t  Mozambique some 
3,800 mi l l ion  d o l l a r s .  Over the  pas t  few years  South Africa 
has s t e a d i l y  reduced i t s  payments f o r  Mozambican s e r v i c e s ,  
c rea t ing  an e f f e c t i v e  economic boycott and se r ious ly  reducing 
Mozambique's fore ign exchange earnings.  

Direct  aggression by the  SADF and the  MNR has caused many 
deaths and des t ruc t ion  est imated a t  $333 mi l l ion .  Other 
f igures  given i n  t h i s  context  show t h a t  i n  1982-83 a  t o t a l  of 
900 v i l l a g e  shops, 490 primary schools  and 86 hea l th  pos ts  
were destroyed. In  1982 alone,  140 communal v i l l a g e s  were 
destroyed,  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  l ive l ihood  of over 100,000 c i t i z e n s .  

Mozambique has appealed t o  western countr ies  f o r  a i d  t o  
he lp  develop i ts economy and prevent damage from n a t u r a l  
d i s a s t e r s  such as  drought and f loods .  I t  has a l s o  appealed 
f o r  t r a d e  l i n k s ,  both with the  west and with the  o t h e r  na t ions  
of the  region,  s i n c e  success fu l  economic development i s  a  
p r i o r i t y .  I n  t h i s  context  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  support f o r  SADCC 
is of v i t a l  importance. 

So too is  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pressure ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from those 
countr ies  which a r e  South A f r i c a ' s  main t r ad ing  p a r t n e r s .  
There i s  no doubt t h a t  the  p o l i c i e s  and ac t ions  of t h e  P re to r i a  
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regime are a grave threat  t o  peace and s t a b i l i t y  i n  Southern 

Cavtured IWR members uresented t o  the pubZic a t  a mass raZZu 
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l M.A.C. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

to inform public opinion in Britain about the struggle 
of Mozambique and Angola for a socialist way of life 
and in particular their struggle against underdevelop- 
ment and against the forces which, taking advantage 
of that situation, seek to destroy their economies and 
subvert their economic and social independence; and 
to rally all progressive forces on a broad front in 
their support; 

to develop forms of material aid for Mozambique and 
Angola; 

to continue the campaign to expose and denounce South 
Africa's aggression against Angola and Mozambique. 
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