





STATE OF WAR

Apartheid South Africa’s Decade of Militarism

Armoured cars thunder down Oxford Road, East London (one of South
Africa’s major cities)




INTRODUCTIO)

Gun happy white South Africans led .

Southern Africa today is a battle- (top) hY Prime Minister P W Botha

ground. For several years, South
Africa has been fighting an un-
declared war against its neighbours.
Military aggression, alternated or
combined with economic pressure, is
Pretoria’s chosen way of ensuring
regional domination.

The consequences have been de-
vastating. Thousands of Angolans,
Mozambicans, Namibians and South
African exiles and citizens of other
independent states have been killed,
maimed or made homeless. Eco-
nomic damage to Angola alone
amounts to over ten thousand million
US dollars.

Namibia's million and a half people
are subjected to a ruthless military
occupation by South African troops
and police. A tenth of the population
has been driven into exile; 80% live
under a form of martial law; hundreds
are detained without trial or have 'dis-
appeared’ after arrests. Church lead-
ers have described apartheid rule in
Namibia as a ‘reign of terror'.

In South Africa itself, a massive mili-
tarisation drive coupled with a com-
plex series of adjustments to the
apartheid system — mistakenly refer-
red to as ‘reforms’ — have centralised
and consolidated state power under a
new breed of military commanders
who are committed to ensuring white
domination into the 2lst century, no
matter what the cost.

At the same time, the oppressed
black population of Namibia and
South Africa, united in a common
desire to rid the subcontinent of apart-
heid and establish democratic
societies, is increasingly committed to
a struggle that includes military
means. They are supported in this
struggle by independent Africa and
by people and governments through-
out the world.

This pamphlet examines some as-
pects of the conflict in Southern
Africa, concentrating on the in-
creasing threat that the apartheid
military build up poses to regional and
world peace.

It has been written and produced
by members of COSAWR, the
Committee on South African War Res-
istance, an organisation of South Afri-
cans who have become political re-
fugees as a result of their refusal to
fight in the apartheid armed forces.@®
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end South Africa’s illegal occupation,
is supported by an overwhelming
majority of the population. Pretoria
maintains control over the territory by
force. An estimated 100,000 troops, in-
cluding brutal special police units and
mercenary squads, enforce a form of
martial law over most of the country.
Despite the massive military oc-
cupation and repression that is even
more intense and brutal than in South
Africa itself, guerillas of SWAPO's
armed wing, PLAN, operate with local
support over wide areas of the coun-
try, and SWAPO's political organisa-
tion extends to all corners of the land @

Members of Umkhonto we Sizwe undergoing training

UMKHONTO WE SIZWE MANIFESTO

Leaflet issued by Umkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of the Nation)
on 16 December 1961

Units of Umkhonto we Sizwe today carried out planned
attacks against Government installations, particularly
those connected with the policy of apartheid and race
isCriminaton.

Umkhonto we Sizwe is a new, independent body,
fuormed by Africans. It includes in its ranks South Africans
of all races. It is not connected in any way with a so-called
“Committee for National Liberation”” whose existence has
been announced in the press. Umkhonto we Sizwe will
carry on the struggle for freedom and democracy by new
methods, which are necessary to complement the actions
of the established national liberation organizations.
Umkhonto we Sizwe fully supports the national liberation
movement, and our members jointly and individually, place
themselves under the overall political guidance of that
movement

It s, however, well known that the main national libera-
tion organizatiens in this country have consistently
tollowed a policy of non-violence. They have conducted
themselves peaceably at all times, regardless of Govern-
ment attacks and persecutions upon them, and despite all
Government-inspired attempts to provoke them to vio-
lence. They have done so because the people prefer peace-
ful methods of change to achieve their aspirations without
the suffering and bitterness of civil war. But the people’s
patience is not endless.

The ume comes in the life of any nation when there re-
main only two choices: submit or fight. That time has now
come to South Africa. We shall not submit and we have no
choice but to hit back by all means within our power in
defence of our people, our future and our freedom

The Government has interpreted the peacefulness of the
movement as weakness,; the people’'s non-violent policies
have been taken as a green light for Government violence.
Retusal to resort to force has been interpreted by the
Government as an invitation to use armed force against
the people without any fear of reprisals. The methods of
Umkhonto we Sizwe mark a break with that past.

We are striking out along a new road for the liberation of
the people of this country. The Government policy of force,
repression and wviolence will no longer be met with non-
violent resistance only! The choice is not ours; it has been

made by the Nationalist Government which has rejected
every peaceable demand by the people for rights and free-
dom and answered every such demand with force and yet
more force! Twice in the past 18 months, virtual martial
law has been imposed in order to beat down peaceful, non-
violent strike action of the people in support of theinrights.
It is now preparing its forces — enlarging and rearming its
armed forces and drawing the white civilian population
into commandos and pistol clubs — for full-scale military
actions against the people. The Nationalist Government
has chosen the course of force and massacre, now,
deliberately, as it did at Sharpeville.

Umkhonto we Sizwe will be at the front line of the
people’s defence. It will be the fighting arm of the people
against the Government and its policies of race oppres-
sion. It will be the striking force of the people for liberty, for
rights and for their final liberation! Let the Government, its
supporters who put it into power, and those whose passive
toleration of reaction keeps it in power, take note of where
the Nationalist Government is leading the country!

We of Umkhonto we Sizwe have always sought — as
the liberation movement has sought — to achieve libera-
tion, without bloodshed and civil clash. We do so still. We
hope — even at this late hour — that our first actions will
awaken every one to a realization of the disastrous situa-
tion to which the Nationalist policy is leading. We hope
that we will bring the Government and its supporters to
their senses before it 1s too late, so that both the Govern-
ment and its policies can be changed before matters reach
the desperate stage of civil war. We believe our actions to
be a blow against the Nationalist preparations for civil war
and military rule.

In these actions, we are working in the best interests of
all the people of this country — black, brown and white —
whose future happiness and well-being cannot be attained
without the overthrow of the Nationalist Government, the
abolition of white supremacy and the winning of liberty,
democracy and full national rights and equality for all the
people of this country.

We appeal for the support and encouragement of all
those South Africans who seek the happiness and freedom
of the people of this country.

Afrika Mayibuye!*

Issued by command of Umkhonto we Sizwe.

*Africa Return!
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The banning of the ANC in 1960, and
the launching of the armed struggle
by Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), posed a
potential military threat to the Pretoria
regime for the first time in many years.
While the early sabotage campaigns
were crushed by the arrest and im-
prisonment of the underground
leadership, the South African regime
prepared itself for a protracted war in
defence of apartheid.

All over Southern Africa there were
signs that the oppressed populations
were preparing to take up arms to
defend themselves against Por-
tuguese colonialism and white
minority domination, and to fight for
freedom. In 1966 the South African
Police were involved in conflicts with
the People's Liberation Army of
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Namibia (PLAN), under the leader-
ship of the liberation movement
SWAPO, in the Caprivi Strip in
Namibia. The following year a force of
paramilitary  police units was
despatched to Rhodesia to assist the
Smith regime against a campaign by
joint forces of the Zimbabwean Afri-
can People’s Union (ZAPU) and the
ANC. South African military assis-
tance was also extended to the Por-
tuguese forces fighting the liberation
movements of Angola and Mozam-
bique.

Conscription of white South African
men was stepped up, while the mili-
tary budget, a mere R44 million in
1960, had grown to nearly R500 million
by 1973 as Pretoria scrambled to mod-
ernise and strengthen its armed

forces. The pace of militarisation was
significantly sharpened by the over-
throw of the Caetano dictatorship in
Portugal. The rapid collapse of the
Portuguese colonial empire took
South African military strategists and
their Western allies by surprise. Inan
attempt to forestall Angolan indepen-
dence under the People's Movement
for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA),
the South Africans undertook a risky
invasion. Armoured columns struck
towards the capital Luanda, but were
turned back by the MPLA forces
aided by Cuban troops.

The 1977 Defence White Paper
observed that ‘developments in
Africa and elsewhere have thrust the
Republic of South Africa into the fore-
ground'. The apartheid regime had
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THE NUCLEAR THREH‘I‘

In July 1977 the world learned that
South Africa was preparing to test a
nuclear device in the Kalahari desert.
In the event, this explosion never took
place, but two years later a United
States satellite detected evidence of a
nuclear explosion off the South Afri-
can coast.

While the apartheid regime has
always insisted that its nuclear pro-
gramme is intended for peaceful pur-
poses, it has steadfastly refused to
ratify the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty. Despite this, for over 30 years,
the Western nuclear powers have
actively assisted the regime in build-
ing up its nuclear strength. It is now
generally accepted that Pretoria has
the ability to make and test a nuclear
weapon at short notice, if it has not
already done so.

South Africa’s uranium mining in-
dustry expanded rapidly in the 1950s.
In its early stages the programme was
financed entirely by the USA and Bri-
tain, who also enriched the uranium to
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make it sstable for nuclear reachons. “..... The availability of immediate use which nuclear technology has, as

compared to conventional military problems of distance, time and

: sy _ mobilization cannot be ignored ..... The acquisition of nuclear weapons
::itf:a:; c::;uﬂsgf;h’f II emiﬁgi I;‘:‘_ﬁ_ will not necessarily isola‘te South Africa any further. Withon! a .strong
ical' in 1965. The USA supplied the power base all modern diplomacy is doomed-to failure. As K1§s1pger
Safari reactors with enough enriched himself ?uts it: ‘Pea.ce thergfore, cannot be axmer:l at directly_; it is the
uranium to make over ten Nagasaki- ©XPression of certain conditions and power relationships. It is to these
type bombs relationships — not to peace — that diplomacy must address itself’”.

Britain ha.v; also played an important ( Trans!atfon! L.D. Barnard, Head of Na nonaf Intelligence Service, 1977
role in the regime’s nuclear build up, were ableto open asmallenrichment @ To suppress the growing internal

In 1960 an American company con-

and today British trained nuclear plant at Valindaba in 1975, which put resistance from the liberation
physicists dominate the South African the regime on the road to nuclear seli- movements by bombing rural
Atomic Energy Board. The UK Atomic reliance. Valindaba has now been areas in which there is a strong
Energy Association has admitted that expanded, and as a result the govern- guerilla presence. Ten years ago
it has an official commercial agree- ment could well have a growing the South African government
ment with South Africa. The clearest stockpile of enriched uranium ready carried out a survey to see in
example of direct British collabora- to be used in nuclear weapons. which areas of the country it
tion was the involvement of the Rio French-based multinational corpor- would be ‘safe’ to explode a small
Tinto Zinc Company with the South ations have been responsible for nuclear device.

African authorities in establishing the  building the Koeberg power station, @ T attack independent African
Rossing uranium mine in Namibia in South Africa’s first nuclear power countries who oppose apartheid
1976. The main contract for the supply  plant. ‘On stream’ in 1984, the Koeberg by bombing their major cities.
of uranium from Rossing was granted programme was set back a year by a .
to British Nuclear Fuels and thousands ~ successful sabotage attack by ANC /:so, of course, possession of nuclear
of tons of uranium mined by Rio Tinto guerillas. Experts believe that one of arms gives the South African 10ine
were sent to Britain in direct violation the aims of the Koeberg development much greater POWEL S bl.acm and
of United Nations rules. The United is to provide anéther source of nuc- make threats in the international
Nations Decree No. 1 on Namibia lear materials for weapons. et ;o
states that the mineral wealth of South Africa is now actively co- A few years ago the mer ofthe
Namibia is the property of the Nami- operating with Israel and all evidence ~ Literior announced that white South
bian people and should not be ex- suggests that these two ‘outlaw states’ Africa wou:ld not hesitate to use every
ploited before the territory is inde- are collaborating on a nuclear Ieans e in disposal to s the
pendent. weapons programme. There have preservation of the apartheid sys?em.
West German collaboration hasled been reports that they are working on In 198.0 the Deputy Defepce Minister
to the introduction of a wuranium research into Cruise missiles. explamed_ further that 'l.t ?""“1" be
enrichment process known as the ‘jet Ther are two main uses to which Voo stupid not to pae & if nuclear
nozzle' technique. With secret Ger- nuclear weapons could be put by the Weapons were needed in the last re-
man assistance the South Africans apartheid regime: sort. @
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TNERS IN OPPRESSION

“The effective indoctrination of the people is necessary to support the
launching of military and police offensives.”

Lieutenant General P | Coetzee, August 1981
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moved in. Conscript soldiers sealed
off the entire suburb and heavily
armed riot police conducted another
house-to-house search.

The local commando units — 250
part-time white militia based through-
out the country — are also involved in
maintaining apartheid rule. Located in
both rural and urban areas, their role
has been supplemented by industrial
commando units situated at plants
such as the SASOL oil-from-coal refin-
eries. In January 1982, the SADF
launched a ‘new' highly publicised
strategy of ‘area defence'. According
to General Viljoen, Chief of the SADF,
‘the first line of defence will contain
any terrorist attack’ while ‘reaction
forces will deal with the insurgents’.

This placed more responsibility on
the under-staffed commando and civil
defence systems and was a further at-
tempt by the SADF to militarise the en-
tire white population.

The SADF is also attempting to ‘win
the hearts and minds' of the black
population in urban and rural areas
through the Civic Action Programme.
SADF conscripts work as teachers,
engineers, doctors, dentists, traders,
administrators, even as directors of
tourism in the bantustans. They wear
army uniforms at all times.

These troops distribute SADF jour-
nals and gather information on the
local community. They are expected
to monitor the attitudes of their pupils
and have to fill out extensive intelli-
gence reports after each activity in
which they participate. All civic action
personnel working in the townships
fall under the regional military intelli-
gence officer. @

“..... to project an image of the soldier as a man of action but who is
nonetheless a friend of the black man and is prepared to defend him. We
want the national serviceman to teach the black man whilst his rifle is
standing in the corner of the classroom”.
Major General Charles Lloyd, former Head of the South West African
Territorial Force, now G.O.C. of Far Northern Transvaal Command
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WHITE MOBILISATION

The ‘voluntary’ civil defence organisa- CIVIL DEFENCE STRUCTURES

tions are designed to take responsi- ]s'm'rE SECURITY COUNCIL |

bility for essential services in times of 1 [MINTSTER or-||

natural and military emergency, re- [NATIONAL CIVIL DEFENCE COMMITTEE K—————— DEFENCE

lieving the armed forces of these res- o) /T

ponsibilities. One of the main aims is DIRECTORATE g:gfi oF | CHIEF

to mobilise the entire white popula- [|CIVIL DEFENCE OPERATIONS i (s)inp

tion into hierarchical structures under £ 5 L

overal_l military control. STAFF OFFICER CHIEF OF CHIEF

Training does not involve the use of CIVIL DEFENCE | ARMY STAFF OF

military arms. However, given the fact CPERATIONS ARMY

that a million and a half white South

Africans possess light arms, and OCs

2 o e - STAFF OFFICERS

given the broad legislative definition J[PROVINCIAL A;’MIMSTRATIONE}‘L OPERATIONS TERRITORIAL
f : COMMANDS

of Cl\n.l. de[ence, ‘to pIOV‘l?ie for the |L'OCAL AUTHORITIES k_._._ ’L

protection of the Republic and its ==

inhabitants in a state of emergency | | CHIEFS OF ‘iIVIL DEFENCE [¢ cusqmgo

and in othe_r _mmdema.l matte;s, }t is CIVIL DEFENCE SECTORS, GROUPS

clear that civil defence organisations | |warDS, CELLS ETC (VARY i

will be used as reserve commando ACCORDING TO DEMANDS OF oCs

and police units. LOCAL AUTHORITY) COMMANDOS

Civil Defence structures really only
got off the ground after the 1976 up-
risings. A uniform Civil Defence Ordi-
nance Act set out the responsibilities
and powers of provincial administra-
tions and local authorities. Industries,
commercial enterprises, schools and
universities were encouraged to es-
tablish their own internal civil defence
organisations.

In 1979 the SADF noted a ‘marked
improvement’ in the state of pre-
paredness of civil defence organisa-
tions. But three years later in the
Transvaal, interest in civil defence
had dropped dramatically, with no
municipalities having more than 600
active volunteers. In the Cape Pro-
vince, out of 264 municipalities and
divisional councils, only 10 had
achieved required standards.

Civil defence has been slightly
more successful in some of the large
companies. For example, Eastern

fire-fighting

Children on civil defence execises of traffic patrol and

~——> DIRECTION OF AUTHORITY
In the words of Lt. Gen. ] R Dutton:

“Every white urban area is divided into two or more wards, normally
according to geographic location. Ward leaders plus the Managers of
Emergency Services could constitute the local civil defence committee
under the chairmanship of the Chief of Civil Defence of the area.

Every ward is in turn divided into a number of cells. The cells normally
comprise a limited number of families living in close proximity to one
another. A Cell leader is appointed to advise and co-ordinate the action of
householders in his cell, and most important of all, to initiate on-the-spot
activity. In this way the civil defence organization aims at involving every

white man, woman and child in the country.”

Province Command has trained white
workers at factories around Port
Elizabeth in the protection of in-
dustrial sites. Volunteers undergo a
three-week course, including drill,
musketry, fieldcraft, crowd control,
roadblock routines, anti-riot pro-
cedures and lectures on internal sec-
urity. @
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WAR PSYCHOSIS

There are many ways in which a war
mentality is inculcated in South Afri-
cans. The superficial trappings of war
are evident at all levels of South Afri-
can society. Military parades are reg-
ular occurrences in most towns and
cities; civilian light arms sales are
booming; the sale of war games in toy
shops increased by over 500% in just
one year; and the sale of defence
bonds has rocketed.

The media plays a vital part in con-
ditioning people to accept the war
situation, Strict censorship laws pro-
hibit the coverage of sensitive issues,
and the government controlled media
bombards listeners and readers with
militaristic propaganda. Radio
request programmes for the ‘men in
uniform’ take up many hours of broad-
casting time each week. SABC TV
decision-makers meet regularly with
army generals to discuss pro-
paganda.

Advertisers, too, have used the
growing war psychosis to push their
products. Paratus, the official SADF
journal, is full of adverts directed at
soldiers.

Other adverts reflect and capitalise
on the general militarisation of soci-
ety. A light truck is a ‘little tank’; alawn
mower fights the ‘battle of the lawn’;
an electronics company ‘shoots down
high prices' and calls on customers to
‘march in for the best prices’; and a
video camera is marketed under the
banner ‘Shoot the workers — it's the
only way they'll learn’.

People are encouraged to dig
deeper into their pockets to help the

war effort. The Southern Cross Pu.nd,_

which gives financial assistance to
dependents of soldiers and sends
comforts to the ‘boys on the border’,
had by 1978 raised RS million since its
formation ten years previously.

Chain store millionaire, Raymond
Ackerman, hands over R25,000 to
the Southern Cross Fund.
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If vou've recenved
vour marching orders
we'll get you started
on the right foot.

Yes!

Step

Extracts of advertisements from official military journal, Paratus

While you're out there helping to
look after South Africa, i is anybody

helping to look after you ? "z,n i te)

“Next to Inspection, it's the closest
shave I've ever had!”
Gllleﬂe. First In swivel-head shaving.

A fighting man’s friend

out at Holiday
for half prlce.\(
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Operation Ride Safe is a way of
making hitch-hiking safe for soldiers.
Motorists are indemnified against
claims by military passengers and
servicemen are provided with special
accident cover. Special pick-up
points have been marked along
routes from army camps.

Johannesburg offers national ser-
vicemen free use of public transport,
while many hotels give special dis-
counts to wounded men and their
families.

SADF chaplains play a vital role as
mouthpieces of military propaganda
(the Christian faith versus the Anti-
Christ, the forces of evil and Marx-
ism). According to the Cape Times
Defence Reporter, Captain Willem
Steenkamp: ‘Chaplains play a tre-
mendously important role in sustain-
ing the morale of the men in the
Defence Force, more than people out-
side realise’.

As well as their ideological role,
chaplains also attempt to off-set some
of the serious psychological effects of
war on soldiers. These harmful effects
are reflected by the fact that the
number of published crimes commit-
ted by Defence Force personnel has
increased by over 500% in the last
three years. In the role of helping the
psychological adjustment of the sol-
diers, the chaplains are assisted by
various civilian organisations which
help to reorientate the soldiers to
‘civvy street’ (civilian life) @

Military chaplains on parade.




EDUCATION FOR WAR

Major developments are currently
taking place to maximise the con-
tribution of schools, colleges and
universities to the apartheid war
effort. The white Afrikaans univer-
sities now have University Military
Units (UMU's) and plans are underway
to establish similar structures at
teacher training and technical col-
leges.

Apart from the UMUs, all univer-
sities and a number of tertiary insitu-
tions have been incorporated to some
extent in the state's military research
programme. Senior students and
academic staff investigate and report
on various priority areas in the com-
mercial, military, industrial, political
and scientific fields through organisa-
tions like the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) and the
Human Science Research Council
(HSRC).

The Defence Force's own univer-
sity, the Military Academy, attached
to the University of Stellenbosch,
offers a wide variety of courses and
research projects. At most univer-
sities there are also academics who
serve the SADF in a professional ad-
visory capacity.

Paramilitary cadet training for
white schoolboys has long been
established, but the militarisation pro-
cess is now taking place in a far more
structured manner under direct army
control.

The cadet system is now organised
as part of the SADF's ‘area defence’
system, each province being divided
into command and group areas.
There is close liaison between cadet

Military officers are being seconded
to schools. Teachers are expected to
develop military skills — for instance,
the SADF recommends that art
teachers learn camouflage tech-
niques.

Training camps run outside school
hours have also been encouraged.
Pupils are taught subjects like ‘ter-
rorist hunting’ and given lectures on

discipline and taught how to handle
arms.

In 1978 the SADF announced plans
for a cadet programme for ‘coloured’
schools, linked to plans to conscript
‘coloured’ men into the army. These
plans have been severely set back by
the strong opposition of large sections
of the black community. However,
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5. Terrorist jag en Skyfskiet
Hunting terrorists and
Target shooting.

‘The Leerlekker Adventure Camps are organised for pupils of good
character, with a pleasant attitude and friendly face’. Extracts from
Leerlekker (‘learn nicely’) Adventure Camp brochure.

An SADF deserter described the indoctrination they received and the
endemic racism in the army:

“The enemy is always identified as the blacks. The indoctrination is very
powerful. Like the first time we shot with ourrifles, afterwards the battery
commander came up and said something like: ‘Ja seuns, julle moet lekker
wees want eendag sal jy 'n kaffir met daardie geweer skiet’. (One day you
will kill a ‘kaffir’ with that gun.)

And they used to give these examples like: “‘What if a ‘kaffir’ rapes your
sister. You should be proud to kill him. You won’t only be doing something
for yourself,but you will be doing a duty for your country’. Almost every

detachments and local army units. |’

the ‘communist threat’, as well as
being subjected to vigorous military §

NAZI POSTE

day I used to end up in arguments.”
A

S. AFRICAN STAMP
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“SWAPO holds the conviction that armed resistance to the South African
occupation of our country is the only viable and effective means left for us
to achieve genuine liberation in Namibia. However, much as we are
convinced that armed struggle must be the main form of our liberation
activity, we do not beautify war as a purpose or regard it as a form of
sport.We see war for what it is — an extension of politics by other means.”

Extract from SWAPQO’s Political Programme ¥

Ik

Sam ujoma, Ieaer of SWAPO

SWAPO guerillas attend to the medical needs of rural Namibians.

In the greater part of Namibia South Africa maintains its hold over the
country by means of ordinary police and security police. In the operational
area there is a complex of army units, police, security police, special
constables and home guards under the control of the army. Many are
recruited from the local population.

Service in the army, the police or the home guard means some kind of
income in a situation of widespread unemployment. Headmen,
collaborating with the regime, have to be protected by home guards. The
whole complex of security forces in the operational area is designated by
the Ovambo word ‘omakakunya’. We found it hard to determine the literal
meaning of the word, but its implications are by no means flattering —
‘bloodsuckers’, ‘bonepickers’ and so on. Not all units may be guilty of
atrocities but the local population is inclined to lump all security forces
together under one common label .....

That detention and interrogation in any part of the country are

accompanied by beating, torture, spare diet and solitary confinement is
accepted as common knowledge. We found this attitude among most
Church representatives we met and among many others as well.

Reports of what occurs in the operational area indicate that it is commonly
accepted that in searching out SWAPO guerillas the Security Forces stop

at nothing to force information out of people. They break into homes, beat

up residents, shoot people, steal and kill cattle and ofteh pillage stores and
tea rooms. When the tracks of SWAPO guerillas are discovered by the
Security Forces the local people are in danger. Harsh measures are
intensified. People are blindfolded, taken from their homes and left beaten
up and even dead by the roadside. Women are often raped. It is not
unknown for a detachment to break into a home while black soldiers keep
watch over the family, white soldiers select the best-looking girls and take
them into the veld and rape them. There is no redress because reporting
irregularities or atrocities to commanders is considered a dangerous or
fruitless exercise.

Report on Namibia, May 1982

The South African Catholic Bishops’ Conference
a

Namibia and most of the towns in the
area were transformed into military
bases. Many of the South African
troops retreating from their invasion
of Angola, together with defeated
remnants of UNITA, were settled into
their new bases along the border.

Despite the imposition of martial
law, the intensive militarisation of the
north, the use of the ‘civic action’ pro-
gramme, the widespread terror em-
ployed by the South African forces,
and the occupation of areas of south-
ermn Angola where SWAPO sup-
posedly has ‘bases’, it is clear that
PLAN forces are firmly established
inside Namibia and are able to oper-
ate with increasing effectiveness. It is
often said by locals that ‘the Boers
control Namibia by day, SWAPO by
night'’.

Protected by the population and
operating with their support, rela-
tively small numbers of guerillas are
thus able to tie down thousands of
South African troops, carrying out
sabotage operations, attacking South
African patrols and military bases and
assisting in political work. However,
SWAPO has never seen military
action as a substitute for political
work, and as much effort is devoted to
the task of political education and
mobilisation as to the guerilla strug-
gle.®

Namibians demand the
implementation of UN Resolution
435, the internationally agreed
upon formula for a ceasefire and
free elections.
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of their terror tactics. Neither UNITA
or the MNR have developed any com-
prehensible political programmes.

Since 1981, Pretoria has been
deploying a smaller surrogate force
against Lesotho — the so-called
Lesotho Liberation Army (LLA). South
African troops have also carried out
attacks on the western provinces of
Zambia from the Caprivi Strip.

Over the past few years, thousands
of ex-Rhodesian troops have been
trained, some of them in special units
which may in the future become a sur-
rogate force. Pretoria is known to be
behind much of the dissident banditry
plaguing certain areas of Zimbabwe.
South African units have also carried
out sabotage operations in Zimbabwe.

South African and Namibian
refugees have not only come under
attack in Angola.The SADF attack on
Maser, the capital of Lesotho, on 9
December 1981, left 42 dead, mainly
South African refugees. A similar

Workers in a jam factory killed by
South African air raid on Maputo,
Mozambique, 23 May 1983.

Mozambican whose nose was cut off by MNR bandits.

“Qur bases are in South Africa itself, our bases are among the people of our
country, in the cities, in the mountains, near to Koeberg nuclear power
station in the Cape, a thousand miles from any border, near to the SASOL
petrol tanks in the heart of the country, and yes, right in Pretoria itself,
close to the Voortrekkerhoogte military headquarters, which we have
successfully shelled. The regime cannot find these bases. Therefore it
invents mythical bases in neighbouring territories. For it is easier to
massacre refugees in their beds or to send bandits to murder teachers and
health workers in Juham than it is to stop the revolutionary process inside
South Africa.

“That is why we have war in Southern Africa, and why we will never have
peace in our zone as long as apartheid exists .....”

Oliver Tambo, President of the ANC, in an address
to the Fourth Congress of FRELIMO, April 1983

attack on residences in Matola, out-
side Maputo, the capital of Mozam-
bique, resulted in the murder of 13
members of the ANC and the South
African Congress of Trade Unions.
Since then, Mozambique has been
constantly threatened with further at-
tacks unless it clamps down on South
African refugees. On 23 May, 1983,
SADF Impala fighter-bombers and
Mirage jets strafed and bombed
Maputo, killing innocent civilians and
damaging property. South African
troops have been massed on the bor-
der and small raiding or scouting par-
ties have crossed into Mozambican
territory, clashing with Mozambican
soldiers and kidnapping civilians.

The South African regime has also
carried out assassinations against
political opponents in neighbouring
countries, murdering the ANC rep-
resentative in Zimbabwe, Joe Ggabi,
in June 1981, and killing exiled writer
Ruth First by letter bomb in Maputo in
August 1982.

In February and March 1984, in
response to increased international
pressure, the South African regime
launched a massive propaganda and
political drive to present itself as a
‘peacemaker’ in the region. Pretoria
signed a far-reaching security pact
with Mozambique and began with-
drawing its forces from Angola. How-
ever, the proxy UNITA and MNR
forces continued their terror activities
while the security arrangements with
the front line states had little initial
effect on the liberation struggle in
either Namibia or South Africa. Rep-
resentatives of the UDF pointed out
that while Botha would talk to Presi-
dent Machel he would not talk to the
leaders of the South African people
themselves, and both SWAPO and the
ANC vowed to intensify the overall
struggle for freedom.@

F

ANC President Oliver Tambo.
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In an attempt to co-opt sections of the
black population into supporting
apartheid, the South African regime is
restructuring the parliamenary sys-
tem to give limited representation to
‘coloured’ and Indian people, while
permanently excluding the African
majority. Part of the price to be paid
by these communities for this ‘con-
cession’ will be military conscription,
which is likely to be extended gradu-
ally over the next few years. The
SADF badly needs the extra man-
power and attaches considerable
importance to the propaganda value
of using black troops in its war against
the liberation movement.

But conscription of blacks, even on
a limited basis will be firmly resisted.
In Namibia the extension of conscrip-
tion in 1981 led to thousands of black
people leaving the country to escape
military service — many of them
instead joined the SWAPO forces.
The United Democratic Front, which
unites millions of South Africans
opposed to the new constitutional sys-
tem, has raised the call: ‘No to Con-
scription’. This campaign to resist
apartheid conscription is being taken
up by student unions, conscientious
objector support groups and other
organisations around the country.

The growing resistance to the
regime’s military drive is just one
aspect of an overall mobilisation
against apartheid that, despite vicious
repression, is daily gaining ground. In
the Bantustans, people are rising up
against the corrupt leaders imposed
by Pretoria. Boycotts, demonstrations,
strikes and armed actions which take
place throughout the country are all

“Between the anvil of united mass action and the hammer of the armed
struggle we shall crush apartheid and white minority racist rule.”
— message from Nelson Mandela, smuggled off Robben Island, 1980

C AGAINST
RONSCRIPTION

indications of the rising resistance to
apartheid. Non-racial independent
trade unions are spreading rapidly,

youth, student, community and
women's organisations are drawing
more and more members — and most
of these groups are united in the UDF
and committed to ending apartheid.

Most worrying for the regime is that
despite ruthless clampdowns, in-
cessant propaganda and attacks on
refugees in neighbouring countries,
the liberation movements SWAPO
and the ANC are gaining rapidly in
support, organisational strength and
military ability.

Faced with continual internal tur-
moil, bogged down in a losing war in
Namibia and increasingly isolated in-
ternationally, the South African
regime is beset by crises. The apart-

heid economy is in deep recession, a
condition exacerbated by the
immense cost of the militarisation
programme, and its political efforts to
co-opt ‘coloured’ and Indian people
are clearly failing. There is growing
dissension in white ranks and unity
amongst the oppressed.

While the ability of the apartheid
regime to increase its aggression
against the people of Southern Africa
remains a formidable threat to
regional peace, it is clear that the
oppressed people of South Africa and
Namibia are moving rapidly forward
to the overthrow of apartheid and the
establishment of non-racial and
democratic societies. As the South
African Defence Minister, General
Malan, himself has admitted: ‘Bullets
kill bodies, not beliefs'. @

participate in the government of our country.

of Bantustans and Group Arcas,

apartheid.

of their birthright.

uncmployed, men from women

of cheap labour.

classrooms.

Freedomdoving people of South Africa say with one voice to the whole world that
we cherish the vision of a united democratic South Africa based on the will of the
people, and will strive for the unity of all our people through united action against
the cvils of apartheid and economic and all other forms of exploitation, and in our
march to a free and just South Africa we arc guided by these noble ideals

We stand for the creavon of 8 true democracy in which all South Afnicans will

We stand for a single, non-racial, unfragmented South Africa, a Svuth Alrica frec

We say all forms of oppression and exploitation must end
In sccordance with these noble ideals we join hands as community, women's,
students’, religious, sporting and other organisations and trade unions 1o say no to

We say no to the Republic of South Africa Constitution Bill - a Bill which will -
create yet another undemocratic constitution in the country of our birth,
We say no to the Koornhof Bills which will deprive more and more African peuple

We say yes to the birth of the United Democratic Front on this historic day.

We know that this government is determined to break the unity of our people,
that our people will face greater hardships, that our people living in racially segregated
and relocated arcas will be cut ofT from the wealth they produce in the citics, that
rents and other basic charges will increase and that our living standards will fall, that
working people will be divided race from race, urban from rural, employed from

Low wages, poor working conditions, attacks on our trade unions will continue,
students will continue to suffer under unequal education created to supply a reservoir

Ethnic control and unequal facilitics will remain, apartheid will still be felt in our

family life.

partners and g control us

Koombhef Bills.

The religious and cultural life of our people will be harmed.
The sins of apartheid will continue 1o be stamped on the culture and religions of
our people. The oppression and exploitation of women will continuv.

Women will suffer greater hardshups under the new pass laws, women will be
divided from their children and families.

Foverty and malnutrition will continue to disrupt family life

The brunt of apartheid will sull be carried by our families, non-racial sport will
suffer, there wall be less money for the bulding of sports facilitics, and forced separa-
tion will deal non-racial sport a further blow

We know that apartheid will continuc, that white dominavon and exploitation will
continue, that forced removals, the Group Arcas and the Bantustans will remain

We know that there will not be an end to the unequal distribution of land, wealth
and resources of the country, that the migratory labour system will live on to destroy

We know that the government will always use false leaders to become s junior

Our lives wall still be filled with fears of harassment, bannings, detentions and death

Mindful of the fact that the new constitutional proposals and Koomhof measures
will further entrench apartheid and white domination, we commit ourselves to uniting
all our people wherever they may be an the cities and countryside, the factorics and
mines, schools, colleges and universitics, houses and sports fields, churches, mosques,
and temples. to fight for our freedom

We therefore resolve to stand shoulder to shoulder in our common struggle and
commit ourselves to work together to organise and mobilise all community worker,
student, women’s. religious and other organisations under the banner of the United
Democratic I'ront. consult our people regularly and honestly, and bravely strive 1o
represent their views and aspirations. educate all about the coming dangers and the
need for unity. build and suengthen all organisations of the people, and be wnited in
action against these Bills and other day-today problems affecting our people,

And now therefore we pledge to come together in this United Democratic 1'ront.,
and fight side by side apainst the g 's € I

i proposals and the

Declaration of the United Democratic Front
Cape Town, August 1953
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In response to calls from the people of Southern Africa, organisations have
been established throughout the world to campaign in support of the liberation
struggles in Namibia and South Africa. The external offices of the liberation
movements also provide information on the struggle for freedom.

In Britain, the Anti-Apartheid Movement has campaigned for twenty five years
for the isolation of the Pretoria regime and in support of the Namibian and South
African people, while the Namibia Support Committee focusses on the in-
dependence struggle in Namibia. The Mozambique and Angola information
offices distribute information on those countries.

Internationally, the World Campaign Against Military and Nuclear Collabora-
tion with South Africa co-ordinates actions to end military support for the apart-
heid regime. The International Defence and Aid Fund produces a wealth of
books, pamphlets, photo exhibitions and other visual materials on apartheid.

The Anti-Apartheid Movement SWAPO of Namibia
13 Mandela Street P.O. Box 194

London NW1 0DW London N5 1ILW

Tel: 01 387 7966 Mozambique Information Office
The African National Congress 34 Percy Street

P.O. Box 38 London W1P 9FG

28 Penton Street Tel: 01 636 7108
London N19PR Angola Information
International Defence and Aid Fund 34 Percy Street

for Southern Africa London WIP 9FG
Canon Collins House Tel: 01 637 1945

64 Essex Road

The World Campaign Against

London N1 8LR Military and Nuclear Collaboration
Tel: 01 3599181 with South Africa

The Namibia Support Committee P.O.Box 2

P.O. Box 16 Lindeberg Gaard

53 Leverton Street Oslo 10

London NW5 2NX Norway

Tel: 01 267 1941/2 Tel: 30 1345

This booklet has been written and produced by COSAWR, the Committee
on South African War Resistance, in Britain. COSAWR is an organisation of
South Africans exiled as a result of their refusal to fight in the apartheid
armed forces. COSAWR campaigns in support of war resisters imprisoned
in South Africa and exposes the growing militarisation of the apartheid

regime and its threat to peace. A bi-monthly journal Resister is available
for £3.00 annually.

COSAWR (UK), B.M. Box 2190, London WClﬁ 3XX. Tel 278 6928
COSAWR (N), Postbus 543, 1000AN Amsterdam, Netherlands.
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This booklet has been written and produced by COSAWR, the Committee
on South African War Resistance, in Britain. COSAWR is an organisation of
South Africans exiled as a result of their refusal to fight in the apartheid
armed forces.

COSAWR (UK), B.M. Box 2190, London WCIN 3XX. Tel 278 6928 -
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Southern Africa today is a battle-
ground. For several years, South
Africa has been fighting an un-
declared war against its neighbours.
Military aggression, alternated or
combined with economic pressure, is
Pretoria’s chosen way of ensuring
regional domination.

The consequences have been de-
vastating. Thousands of Angolans,
Mozambicans, Namibians and South
African exiles and citizens of other
independent states have been killed,
maimed or made homeless. Eco-
nomic damage to Angola alone
amounts to over ten thousand million
US dollars.

Namibia's million and a half people
are subjected to a ruthless military
occupation by South African troops
and police. A tenth of the population
has been driven into exile; 80% live
under a form of martial law; hundreds
are detained without trial or have ‘dis-
appeared’ after arrests. Church lead-
ers have described apartheid rule in
Namibia as a ‘reign of terror',

In South Africa itself, a massive mili-
tarisation drive coupled with a com-
plex series of adjustments to the
apartheid system — mistakenly refer-
red to as ‘reforms’' — have centralised
and consolidated state power under a
new breed of military commanders
who are committed to ensuring white
domination into the 21st century, no
matter what the cost.

At the same time, the oppressed
black population of Namibia and
South Africa, united in a common
desire to rid the subcontinent of apart-
heid and establish democratic
societies, is increasingly committed to
a struggle that includes military
means. They are supported in this
struggle by independent Africa and
by people and governments through-
out the world.

This pamphlet examines some as-
pects of the conflict in Southern
Africa, concentrating on the in-
creasing threat that the apartheid
military build up poses to regional and
world peace.




