
THE PROGRAAME OF THE ANTI-APARTHEID COllIITTEE 

OUR TASK 
There i s  a new and inp0rtar . t  awareness i n  B r i t a i n  about condit ions i n  

South Africa.  This has been one of the  consequences of the Boycott campaign. 
A s  an exerc ise  i n  p o l i t i c a l  educat ion,  the  campaign possibly stands without 
p a r a l l e l  i n  recent  years.  I t  vas because of t h i s  understanding t h a t  the massacres 
a t  Sharpevi l le  and Langa drew such widespread expressions of outrage and p ro tes t .  
Our movement no longer needs concern i t s e l f  with t r y i n g  t o  convince the people of 
t h i s  country t h a t  Apartheid i s  e v i l  and t h a t  the  South African Government i s  the 
ri o s t  b r u t a l  of regimes s ince  Hitler-Gsrmany. . Publ ic  opinion is  wholly convinced 
of these  f a c t s  . 

The Boycott canpaibn develsped,  ~s i t  ms, on the broadest  of l e v e l s ,  has 
been s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  another r e i s c n .  It  enabled a vas t  and ever-growing number of 
people t o  v i s i b l y  and concretely express t h e i r  abhorrence of the r a c i a l  p o l i c i e s  of 
t h e  S.African Government. I n  t h i s  way the  boycot t  hecame a considerable p o l i t i c a l  
demonstration of s o l i d a r i t y  with the s t r u g g l i n g  people of South Afr ica ,  g iv ing hope 
and i n s p i r a t i o n  to  the S.African Congress movement, and other  denocrat ic  elements 
i n  t h e i r  own f i g h t  agains t  A p z t h e i d ,  and. winning f o r  the  B r i t i s h  people the 
respec t  and goodwill of the whole of Afr ica .  

These achievemnts ,  < r e a t  as they a r e ,  however, remain small when r e l a t e d  
t o  the present  s i t u a t i o n  i n  South . ' f r i ca .  Po l i ce  v iolence  and t e r r o r  h ive  been l e t  
loose  under the " s t a t e  of energency". The African Congress and o the r  organisa t ions  
hyve been made i l l c ' g i l .  Tht, urban African townships i n  the main South African towns 
a r e  being scoured by the po l i ce ,  armed with modern weapons; people a re  'being 'beaten 
and i n p r i s o n d .  The p o l i t i c a l  de ten t ions  continue unabated with no prospect  of 2 

t r i a l  o r  of charges being preferred.  South L S r i c i  today su f fe r s  under the  heel  of 
a most b r u t a l  and v io len t  f r s c i s t  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  I n s i d e  the country a c e r t a i n  help- 
l e s sness  p ~ r v s d e s  the-- African ?opul--tion T.S they sed t h e i r  leaders imprisoned, t h e i r  
org-inisations banned, t h e i r  people beaten up ind t e r r o r i s e d .  The Vemoerd Governsier 
has reimposed the hated Pass Laws and pursues,  wi th  even g r e a t e r  harshness,  i t s  polic 
of apar theid .  

L s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  t ak ing  p lace  i n  a country which i s  p a r t  of the  Corner. 
wealth,  cannot Â¥zllovi us i n  B r i t a i n  t o  r e s t .  There e x i s t s  ?. new m d  profound urgenc 
f o r  g r e a t e r  ?ad more decis ive  i n t e r n r . t i ~ n a , l  a c t i v i t y  t o  b r ing  a h a l t  t o  the  unhappine 
and. the  v iolence  i n  South Africa.  To b r i n g  .1 quick end to  the Government of 
Dr.Verwoerd has now 'become 2. fundmenta.1 requirsment f o r  the easing of tension i n  
South .'lfrica. Indeed, 2s the- TIMES cemented, the- fu tu re  p rosper i ty  of South Lf r i ca  
depencLs upon i t s  a b i l i t y  " t o  rid. i t s e l f  of r u l e r s  who have shown t h a t  they a r e  qu i t e  
incapable of a c t i n g  i n  contenpor-".ry t e rns"  and t h a t  " 3  s igh  of r e l i e f  would go up 
everywhere i f  news cx"ie thra igh of a. change of pol icy  involving' the recogni t ion t h a t  
Apartheid i s  dep.d Â¥ai denned" (iLpril 6th.1960). 

The t a sk  of bui ld ing up the  p ressures  towards r idding S.Africa of the 
Government of Dr.Verwoerd can no longer  be confined t o  democratic opinion wi thin  t h a t  
country. Such opinion, as  e x i s t s  t h e r e ,  has  t o  a. l a rge  extent  been suppressed and 
i t s  most vocal elements imprisoned. For t h i s  reason,  a s  f o r  o the r s ,  i t  has  become 
a t a sk  f o r  a l l  of us i n  B r i t a i n  and f o r  a l l  decent opinion outs ide  South Africa.  

I t  has become our t a sk  because we be l i eve  t h a t  the  Verwoerd Government and 
i t s  pol icy  of Apartheid threatens  the  per-ce, the  s t a b i l i t y  and s e c u r i t y  of the  whole 
of the  African continent i n  much the  same way a s  Hitler-Germany threatened the 
European peoples. We, f u r t h e r  b e l i ~ v e  t h a t  the  Vemoerd regime c a s t s  a b l i g h t  on the 
Commonwealth and prejudices i t s . o f t - d e c l a r e d  purpose Â¥i a fo rce  f o r  peace and f r i end-  
s h i p  among nat ions .  Hence, t o  a s s i s t  i n  f o r c i n g  through t h e  withdrawal of the  
Verwoerd regime, we s h a l l  be helping t o  save South Afr icz  from f u r t h e r  bloodshed and 
Afr ica  from t u r n o i l .  We s h a l l  be working f o r  the  fu l f i lmen t  of the Human Rights 
c h a r t e r ,  of r a c i a l  ^qua l i ty  and t h ~  d i g n i t y  of man. 

CAMPAIGN TO "SHUN VERVOERD'S SOUTH AFRICA" 

We b s l i ~ v e  i t  t o  bs  important t o  our  progr3me t o  understznd the  v i ~ w s  of 
the  mul t i - r ac ia l  South A f r i c . ? ~  Congress Movement. They represent  the v a s t  masses 
of tha African people 2nd have worked c lose ly  wi th  d-~rnocratic <:nd liber-al-mindad 
whites i n  South Africa.  Their  vi--ws ?re importq.nt t o  us b s C ~ u s e  we bel ieve  t h e i r  
pol icy  clos'dly t~.p~roximr-tes t o  c i v i l i z e d  a d  non-r2.ci-?.l so lut ion t o  the- c r i s i s  
which Apartheid --nd the  r -&ice  of Sr.Verv,--'- uLrd h2s brought t o  South Africa. 



foreign governments t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e i r  pressures ,  through diplomatic m d  economic 
mesns, t c  i s o l a t e  the  Verwocrd regime and mkfc i t  i m p o s s i b l ~  f o r  i t  t o  maintain 
i t s e l f  i n  the f i c e  of zhese pressures.  Cills have been made t o  s t o p  o i l  shipments 
t o  South ~ f r i c a ,  t o  r e fuse  ^-.ndine f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  South African a i r c r i f t ,  f o r  
i n t e n s i f i e d  and o f f i c i a l  embargo2s an tr-.di; -nrlth South Af r i ca ,  f o r  a c u l t u r a l  and 
spor ts  boycott  - i n  z -;?ord. t o  llShur- Verxoerdl S South Africa.". 

, Our programme of work sho i ld  recognise and respond t o  these  p icas  of the  
African people and denocrit:c-minaLi &ropc~-ns i n  South ~ f r i c a .  'Vhat t h i s  now 
e n t a i l s  f o r  us i s  the  inaugurat ion ->f a g e n ~ r a l  'Shun Verwoerdls South -'ifrica" 
c ~ P & â ‚ ¬  which we should u n d e r t ~ k e  t o  l n f o r a  %he B r l t i s h  people of t h ~  p l m s  
received from South . i f r ica ,  -;o s tx .u la t t -  discussion i n  the  var ious  organisa t ions  
sponsoring our work, ?,nd t o  consider,  on the  b a s i s  of these  d iscuss ions ,  how f a r  the  
campaign i t s e l f  can be based on such precise  i s s u e s  ass-  

a) t o  demand the  wi-bhdrwal of the B r i t i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  S.Africa;  
h) t o  work towards m i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of the  boycot t  i n  concert  with a 

dem-ind t h a t  the  United Nations i s sue  a c a l l  t o  member-states t o  impose 
economic sanc t ions  ag2inst  South Afr ica ;  

C ) ,  t o  work f o r  s e l e c t e d  in te rna t iona l  a c t i v i t i e s  through and ~ ~ i t h  
i n t e r m - s i ~ n ' i l  organisa t ions  a s ,  f o r  example, an ending of o i l  
shipments t o  S .Lf r i ca  and a withdrawal of landing f a c i l i t i e s  
abroad f o r  South a i r c r a f t ;  

2,' a c u l t u r a l  boycot t  of South Africa. 

OUR PROGRAMME 
The immediate considera t ion of a "Shun Verwoerd S South r i c a "  campaign 

i s  founded on our r ecogn i t ion  of tl"e urgency of the c r i s i s  i n  t h a t  country and of the  
need f o r  a p o s i t i v e  response t o  the  p leas  of the  African people. I n  many ways such 
a campaign i s  implied i n  the  follovri-ng programme which was adopted p.t the end of 
March when the Boycott Movement was renamed the 'Anti-Apartheid Movement1:- 

s.) t o  advocate the  continued boycott of S .African goods u n t i l  
apa r the id  i s  abandoned i n  South . '-frica; 

b) the Anti-.\partheid Cornit tee w i l l  a s s i s t  i n  every way the  in te rna t ion-  
a l i s a t i o n  of the i-nti-.'.partheid campaign, '-Â¥-n t h e  extension of the  
boycott  t o  o t h e r  countr ies ;  

c)  the a t i - . ' . pa r the id  Comi t t ee  w i l l  support the Defence slid Aid Fund 
adninistc ' red by Chr is t ian  iict,ion rmd w i l l  campaign f o r  the r a i s i n g  of 
funds f o r  t h i s  cause; 

d j  the Anti-Aparthsid Corxi t t se  w i l l  give support  t o  and sponsor o the r  
c z q a i g n s  as situa.tior.9 a r i s e ;  i t  w i l l ,  i n  p a r t i c u l ~ r ,  support the  
work of the  C o c i t t e e  against  Racial  D i s c r i m i n ~ ~ t i o n  i n  Spor t ;  

e )  the hti- . ' .pertheid Cor-iittee w i l l  " . sk  a l l  the  l o c a l  boycott  committees 
that; they continue i n  existence on t h e  s a e  broad b a s i s  as  before and 
t h a t  these  cornrnj t t e e s  continue t o  i n f  orrn the B r i t i s h  people by 
organis ing canpaigns,  x c t i n g s  and demonstrations a g a i n s t  Apartheid, 
and f o r  t h s  denccrz t i c  a l t e r n a t i v e  ind ica ted  abov2. 

Now, on the  b a s i s  of these broad t e rns  of r e f e r ~ n c e ,  the  mt i -Apar the id  
Committee hopes t o  b r ing  those  pressures which would a s s i s t  i n  transforming the  
present s i t u a t i o n  i n  South X r i c a  - t o  end. parthbid and t o  open a new e r a  of freedom 
and t r u e  democracy without r egard  t'J race  or colour f o r  South A f r i c a ' s  people. 

200 Gows: S t r e e t ,  
London, ::. W. 1. April 1960. 
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