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The Exploitation of Namibia 
IF IT is possible, the conditions faced by the Namibian people are worse than 
inside South Africa itself. Namibia borders South Africa and has been militarily 
occupied by it in defiance of international law and United Nations' resolutions. 

Rio Tinto Zinc illegally mine uranium at the largest open-cast mine in the 
world - the Rossing mine. Narnibian uranium is used to build nuclear weapons 
by British Nuclear Fuels (BNFL). 

A Namibian worker at  Rossing describes the conditions: 
'While the British continue to exploit Rossing Mine, black labourers are heavily 
exploited. Working in open air, under hot sun, in the uranium dust produced by 
the grinding machine, our bodies are covered with dust and one can hardly 
recognise us. We are inhaling this uranium dust into our lungs that many have 
already suffered effects. We are not provided with remedies and there is no 
hospital to treat us. Our bodies are cracking and sore . . . We are accommodated 
eight to ten people in one cell, there is no transport to the clinic. There is no 
hospital, bathing . . . or any recreational facilities..' 

Thirty-five percent of all wealth produced by Namibian workers is sent 
abroad as profits, while half of all babies in the country die before the age of five. 
There has been brutal repression of the National Union of Namibian Workers 
who have demanded decent working conditions. 

The South West African People's Organisation (SWAPO) represents the 
aspirations of the people of Namibia who demand their freedom. Namibia is the 
last colony in Africa. Its liberation is part and parcel of the struggle to end 
anartheid. 
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