
Boycott Will 
Hi t  Workers 

Dear Sir, 
T h e  reported efforts of the local 

.abour Party to encourage a boycott 
if South African products, seems to 
be another example of muddled Socia- 
ist thinking. The first people to feel 
he effects of a boycott wiH be the 
African workers employed in the  pro- 
luction of South Africa's exports tc 
his country. who will be faced with 
memploymen~t if the demand for  theil 
woducts falls. 

I have recently returned from a nine 
noniths stay in South Africa and a l  
hough I found mluch in the Nation 
ilis't Party's programme to criticise, 
m e  away convinced that there is nc 
h p l e  solution to  the racial problem' 
tfflioting that country. 

White South Africans are ouitnum 
yered more than four to one by thei 
:>lack fellow countrymen, most o 
ivhom strll live under tr~lba'l condi 
[ions and have little knowledge o 
European ways of life and the corn 
9lexilties of a modern world. An 
hree hundred years work and pro 
gress to be  abandoned by allowinj 
:onitrol of the country t o  pass infc 
the hands of a people not ready f o  
t and who incidentally only migrate( 
into Southern Africa about the sam 
ime as the European settlers arrived' 

The present South African Govern 
ment has already taken steps to  se 
up Bantu areas where the African 
can learn to run their own affair 
separate from the Europeans. 

There are many petty restriction 
mposed upon Africans, with which 
do not agree and I feel are unneces 
sary. Let us criticise the South Afri 
can Government by all means, but i 
must be construutive criticism. If th 
Socialists have a solution to Soutl 
Africa's problems, 'let us hear lit. i 
boycott of South African product 
helps no  one. least of all the Africa 
worker. 

Yours faithfully, 
K. S. COLQUHOUN. 

Goldsmith Road. N11. 

Attacks 
"Complacency" 

( T o  The Editor ) 
>ear Sir, 

Many people today display an arro- 
a n t  complacency about the course of 
>vents in Sou,th Africa. Unless the 
South African government can be per- 
iuaded to end its pol'icy of apartheid 
here will inevitably be a terrible 
acial conflict in the Union. It is 
loped that the boycott of South Afn- 
a n  goods will cause that governmeh 
o a'bandon its belief in a political 
~hilosophy not far removed from that 
)f the Nazi Party. 

Although racial troubles may be 
natlters for government policy it is a 
lemocratic duty to protest when civil 
iberties are suppressed. The world is 
low too small to allow us to shur 
~ u r  eyes to cruelty, injustice and 
otaliitarianism anywhere in the world. 

I,t is said that the boycott will ad- 
rerseiv affect South, Africari workers, 
~ u t  it is precisely these workers (and 
nany other Africans), speaking 
hrough the African National Con- 
ress, who have asked for the boy- 
:ott. They know how serious the &U- 
riion is in South Africa. 

The Labour Party's support for the 
aoycott in Finchley, far from being 
'stupid" or "muddled", shows that il 
.S alive to its res~onsibilities to oui 
brothers overseas,' be they white or 
black. It remains to 'be seen how 
iffeotive the boycott will be. but It 
surely deserves the support of all citi- 
zens who believe in the p~inciple ex- 
pressed by the poet Donne: "Any 
man's death diminishes me. because 
I am involved in mankind; And there- 
fore never end to know for whom 
the bell to& It tolls for thee." 

The bell is tolling in South Africa 
today; it is up to all of us to heed 
its warning notes. 

Yours faithfully, 
ERIC DEAKINS 1 

Prospective Parliamentary. 
Labour Candidate, 

Finchley. l 


