








homelands nearly one child in two dies of malnutrition
before the age of five. What makes this even worse is
that these deaths are not the result of any natural
disaster. South Africa is a fertile country which

exports tens of millions of tons of food every year. Not
just fruit either - thousands of tons of milk powder are
currently being exported to Japan to feed pigs. The fact
is that Apartheid views its black majority simply as
fodder for the white-owned economy. Those blacks not
needed to work in the economy are almost literally left
to perish. So we see the spectacle of a system which
prefers to export food for profit, rather than use it to
feed its own starving population.

It is impossible to justify the system of Apartheid. Yet
many people who genuinely oppose such inhumanity still
have doubts as to whether boycotting South Africa can
provide a solution. Will sanctions work? they ask. Won't
the black population be hurt? And why, given the large
number of oppressive regimes around the world, why pick
out South Africa? The purpose of this pamphlet is to
answer these questions and to show how we in Exeter can
play a part in ridding the world of the evil of

Apartheid.

Will sanctions work?

Apartheid has been rejected by the overwhelming
majority of black people in South Africa, and the system
can survive only by repression of democratic protest and
through the militarisation of all aspects of society. So
where does the technology necessary for such a
militarised society come from and how is it paid for?
The answer is that only through its links with Western
economies does the Apartheid regime cling to absolute
power. ‘

These links take a number of forms. There are the
diplomatic links through which Britain and the USA, in
particular, shield South Africa from concerted
international action. Time and again our country has
used its veto on the United Nations Security Council to






But the West does not stop at providing the goods and
the personnel, it also loans South Africa the money it
needs to buy them. The dependence of South Africa on
loans was dramatically illustrated in 1985 when world
revulsion at Apartheid nearly forced American banks to
stop short-term loans to the South African economy.
There was a major panic, the value of the Rand fell
dramatically and the stock exchange was forced to close.
Clearly Apartheid could not survive a loans boycott;
indeed were it not for past loans Apartheid might be a
thing of history. In 1976 the black schoolchildren of
Soweto mounted major demonstrations against the
Apartheid education system. On the first day Hector
Petersen, a 13 year old was shot dead. On the second day
they were met with machine gun fire and .over the
following weeks the killings intensified. The final

death toll has never been established; it is thought to

be around 1000 children. The crisis undermined
confidence in the ability of Apartheid to survive and

the South African financial press bemoaned the lack of
money coming into the country. Without a major injection
of capital, they said, 'stability' may never be

restored. At that point, with Britain taking the
initiative, the International Monetary Fund organised a
loan of some £700,000,000. Confidence was restored.
Apartheid survived.

The only way that Apartheid can afford to buy all these
goods, to pay all of these debts, is through exports.

The significance of this export market is magnified by
the lack of an internal market - the starving black
population can little afford the wares of Apartheid. The
two most significant exports are gold and coal, coal
being the most rapidly expanding export sector. The
EEC is a particularly important market, with imports of
Apartheid coal rising from under 10% in 1979 to nearly
40% of total EEC coal imports at the present. Indeed one
of the only reasons our government can afford its mine
closure plan is because of the cheap supplies (based on
low wages) coming from South Africa. On top of this
there is uranium bought from South Africa which supplies












based on the Nazi Nuremburg race laws. The practical
significance of this is that the existence of Apartheid
provides support for racism throughout the world. In
Britain, for insta' ce, groups like the National Front
have links with Apartheid organisations and hold up
Apartheid as an example of their ideal society. How can
we repudiate racism in Britain at the same time as
accepting a society based on racism as a respectable
member of the international community?

There is one more reason why Apartheid is of particular
significance to us in this country; that has to do with
the special responsibility that Britain has for the
formation and maintenance of the South African system.
Britain used to rule South Africa. It was a British
Parliament, in 1909, which effectively handed over all
of South Africa to the white minority. It was a British
Commonwealth which, for the next 50 years, refused to
intervene as one of its member states progressively
removed rights from its black majority. The legacy of
this involvement is expressed today in the massive
economic links between Britain and South Africa. There
is some 13 billion of British money invested in
Apartheid - some 60% of all foreign investment in South
Africa. Over half the foreign firms in South Africa are
British. Every year Britain conducts some £3 billion
worth of trade with South Africa. One could continue,
but it is sufficient to quote the words of Colin Brand,
British Consul General in South Africa: 'the constant
contribution that British trade makes plays a very
important role in South Africa'.

As both the South African and British governments

realise, British trade constitutes a lynchpin of

Apartheid. Without that trade, Apartheid could simply

not withstand the majority democratic movements. We must
realise that we have it in our hands to do more than
express moral outrage at Apartheid. We can bring about
change. We cannot hope to ignore the question of
Apartheid; there is a choice that we cannot avoid.

Either we do nothing and allow the trade to continue,


















disguised by using wordings such as 'produce of many
countries' or 'packed in the UK for the XYZ plc'. In
the case of mixed fruit and fruit juice this frequently
means -South Africa.

The Cape symbol is used to advertise South African
vegetables, fruit and wine. Outspan is also a. South
African brand.

For a list of South African brand names see the list on
the inside front cover.

SHOPS GUIDE: A SUMMARY OF OUR RESEARCH

In order to help the process of shopping for those in
Exeter who do not wish to buy Apartheid goods, the
following summary of shops' stocks of, and policy
concerning, South African goods has been divided into
four sections:

Food and Fruit shops.
(marked on the map with the symbol 2\ )

Department stores
(marked on the map with the symbol O)

Clothes shops
(marked on the map with the symbol [J)

Miscellaneous stores
(marked on the map with the symbol O )

If the symbol is left empty this means that the shop

has no South African goods. If a cross is placed in the
symbol it means that the shop does stock South African
goods. A question mark placed in the symbol means that,
while no South African goods were found when we v151ted
the shop, they may be stocked at any time.
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Continental Food Stores
Kendalls Fruit Shop
Mike's Fruit Shop

Spar (Pinhoe)

Rogers

DEPARTMENT STORES
Two shops in this section in this section have national
policies not to stock South African goods. They are:
Argos
British Home Stores

You will notice that three shops in this category
display a question mark within the department store
symbol on the map. The three are:

House of Holland

Littlewoods

Woolworths
Due to the nature of Department Stores, widely
differing types of goods - many of them composed of
assorted materials - are on the shelves. For instance a
product may be assembled in Britain, and may bear a
British label, while it consists of materials from
other countries. For these reasons man-agers of the
three stores listed above were not sure whether they
stocked South African goods, or goods made from S.A.
materials. What is certain, however, is that these
stores have no policy against stocking S.A. goods. So
such items may be found on the shelves. Be extra
careful to check labels when shopping here, and if you
find South African goods point them out to the manager.
In the case of Littlewoods keep a careful eye on
their wine and liquor range.
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Four Department Stores definitely do stock South
African goods. They are:

Boots

Dingles

Debenhams

Marks and Spencers
It is useful to discuss ‘these separately:

Boots told us that, while they have no policy
against stocking South African goods, they stock
‘hardly any’'. In practice, however, the Boots 'Shapers'
range contains S.A,goods. In general, and when in
Boots in particular, watch out for all slimmers:and
diabetic foods - quite a few have S.A. origins.

Dingles does stock S.A. goods, especially fruit
and vegetables in their Food Hall. You may find that
the country of origin is not clearly marked on the
fruit boxes. Check with the salesperson there. Exotic
seasonal fruit of S.A. origin is stocked
intermittently.

Debenhams and Marks and Spencers refused,
locally, to answer our questions and referred us to
their head office. In both cases there is no policy
against stocking South African goods, and items from
South Africa will be found on their shelves.

CLOTHES SHOPS
It is heartening to note the number of shops in this
category who do not stock South African goods. However
it is useful to recognise that their motives for this
may vary:

The most promising shops, for the purpose of
Apartheid-Free shopping, are those shops which have a
specific policy against stocking South African goods.

"In the case of Next this policy was the direct -
result of Anti-Apartheid campaigning - it shows that we
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