


ANTI-APARTHEID MOVEMENT 
Annual Report 
October 1985 - September 1986 
H o n  President 
The R t  Revd Trevor Huddleston CR 

Vice Presidents 
Sir Hugh Casson KCVO 
Jack Jones C H  
Joan Lestor 
R t  Hon David Steel MP 

Basil Davidson 
Professor Doroth 
Alex Kitson 
R t  Hon  Jeremy Thorpe 
Pauline Webb 

Bob Hughes MP 

Mirk Flvnn 
~ i ~ ~ o l l i s  ( t o  February 198 
Chitra Karve ( f rom March 1 
Sue Longbottom 

Simon Sapper 
Mamta Singh 

Front Line Sta 

Sports Boycot t  1 6  
Cultural Boycott,  1 7  
Academic Boycott,  17 
Southern Africa-The I m p  
- Free Nelson Mandela Ca 
Material Aid, 24 
International Work, 24 
A 'eas of Work 
Trade Unions. 25 
Local A A  Groups 
Local Authorities, 

Education, 31 
Health, 3 1  
Women 3 1  
Black Community, 3 
Multi-Faiths, 32 
Political Parties, 33 
Parliament, 3 3  
Information 
Anti-Apartheid News, 3 
Publications, 3 6  
Speakers, 3 6  
The Media, 3 7  
Finance and Fund-raising, 
Organisation, 3 8  

Published by. 
Anti-Apartheid Movement 
13 Mandela Street, London NW1 ODW 
Tel01-387 7966 

Primed by: 
East End Offset Ltd. London E3 3 L T  

ithout any doubt the past 
the history of the Anti-A 
urse, has been due to the 
e tremendous response from the people of this country to what we in the Anti- 
partheid Movement stand for. 

e great rally in June was perhaps the largest ever seen in London since the second 
orld war and was the clearest possible demonstration of the fact that the Tory 
vernment is totally out of touch with the mood of the vast majority in this 

as in fact a demonstration of a determined and vigorous support for 
r which we have always stood: mandatory economic sanctions as a way 
can hasten the end of apartheid and support to the full those at the 
truggle. 

owever, it is not only in demonstrations that our activity as a Movement is shown. 
e personally led delegations to the Foreign Office during the past year to make 
to the government our position and, as a result of those delegations, I believe I 
peak with far better authority. Indeed, it has become clear that the government 
o real policy for ending apartheid because basically it has no desire to have one. 

monwealth initiative and the report, Mission to Africa, of the eminent 
roup was of the utmost importance. Just because the authority of the 
atives of the Commonwealth was unquestionable, the strength of their 
ndations carries immense weight. The Movement once against demonstrated 
d openly its position to the attitude of the British government at  the mini- 

mmit at Marlborough House. 

the most encouraging developments during the past year has been the 
e of local authorities throughout the country to our appeal for commitment 

e apartheid-free zone' concept. This was shown, for example, by the fact that 
e ANC flag flew over the Southampton city hall during the International 
rchaeological Congress in September when the boycott of the South African 
legation was a clear recognition of the success of the academic boycott. 

nd so I could go on! However, it will surely be understood that all of this has 
cant a tremendous increase in the work confronting our staff and volunteers. I t  

called for an extension of office accommodation in Mandela Street and the need 
r a direct and strong appeal for more funds for the Movement. 

I said last year, we certainly are at a crisis point in the struggle to  end apartheid 
ith all deliberate speed. We simply dare not allow those who are directly involved 

t to the non-event of unending dialogue, which is what in 
of Great Britain, the United States and West Germany 
heir solution to apartheid. We are a 'movement', that is to say 
at the same time move forward to the goal we have set 

the individual members of the Movement, who really will 
have the will to do so. 

I am certain, through all that we have done together, that the coming year will 
prove even more-successful'than the last. 

The Rt Revd Trevor Huddleston CR 
President October 1986 



Introduction 
This introduction, which represents the political report of the Anti-Apartheid Movement, was unanimously adopted by the 

National Committee at its meeting of 20 September 1986. 

The peoples of South Africa and Namibia are striding towards 
their freedom and independence. They have seized the strategic 
initiative from the racist regime and are determinedly on the 
offensive against it. Their unrelenting drive, indomitable courage 
and incredible resourcefulness in the face of increasingly savage 
repression have moved the liberation struggle decisively forward 
on all fronts during the past year. Under the leadership of the 
ANC and SWAPO, they have put the Pretoria regime on the 
defensive and have exposed the utter bankruptcy of its rule. The 
overwhelming majority of people, both domestically and interna- 
tionally, now recognise that apartheid is doomed and must make 
way for a new order based on freedom, democracy and national 
independence. 

These historic struggles of the South African and Namibian 
peoples have in turn inspired a worldwide movement of solidarity 
and support for the isolation of the apartheid regime. They have 
imparted a considerable momentum to the international cam- 
paign for sanctions - a campaign that reflects, though not yet 
matches, the sustained drive by the oppressed peoples of South 
Africa and Namibia to break asunder the chains of their slavery. 
The campaign has registered notable advances in the past year 
and these include the application of specific sanctions measures 
against apartheid. It  has isolated as never before the key tradi- 
tional allies of apartheid South Africa, notably Britain, the 
United States and the Federal Republic of Germany. Indeed, it 
has driven them into a severe crisis of policy from which there 
can now be no escape, 'except along a path that leads inexorably 
to the comprehensive isolation and defeat of apartheid and 
colonialism in Southern Africa. 

South Africa 
In South Africa itself, the crisis of ungovernability has percep- 
tibly deepened in the urban black townships and spread to 
innumerable small rural towns and to the bantustans. The 
popular rejection and virtually complete destruction of the 
regime's structures of civil administration in many of those areas 
has opened the way for the emergence of significant democratic 
alternative organs of power. Nuclei of people's rule have been 
established in many townships, often on the basis of street level 
and reflecting the increasing strength of community networks 
such as civic associations, tenants organisations, parents' and 
students' bodies, religious communities and others. 

Despite the desperate housing shortage and the perils of 
forcible eviction, hundreds of thousands of householders in at 
least 30 townships have sustained rent strikes (some for as long 
as two years) which are estimated to have cost the regime Â£62. 
million in income, and show the increasing refusal of the 
oppressed to acquiesce in the operation of the apartheid system. 
Unprecedentedly effective consumer boycotts in several regions 
have forced white commercial interests into the political arena 
la embarrassing conflict with the regime. And all the while the 
daily fight-back against the military occupation of thetownships 
has been sustained with the fearlessness of a people who sense 
that the future belongs to them. ~/ . 

In a i l  this, a key role in coordinating and concerting the many 
local and regional struggles has fallen to the United Democratic 
Front (UDF). Within a mere three-year period, the UDE. has 
established itself as a major force of anti-apartheid mobilisation 
and struggle; it has developed a depth of organisation, flexibility 
of tactics, and a breadth of support which have defeated the 
regime's efforts to destroy it. 

The UDF's influence has been of decisive importance in 
defeating and exposing the regime's 'reform* programme. It  has 
nationally coordinated the ongoing struggle in the schools, 
strengthened the links between the work and community fronts 
of struffde. and focused the immediate demands of the day-to- 
day battlesof the people whilst firmly holding to a program&tic 
perspective rooted in the non-racial and democratic ideals of the 
Freedom 'huter .  

The formation of the Congress of South African Trade Unions 
(COSATU) in December 1985 marked an important advance in 
tee long and complex struggle forunity in the independent trade 

union movement: in the words of ANC President Oliver Tambo, 
it 'added enormously to the strength of the democratic move- 
ment as a whole' and 'is a victory which this movement must 
defend at all costs'. In a further development, COSATU met 
leaders of the ANC and SACTU in Lusaka in March 1986. They 
agreed that 'the widest possible unity of trade unions in our 
country is of utmost importance to our people's struggle against 
the apartheid regime and the bosses'. COSATU and SACTU 
further agreed that no contradiction arose from the separate 
existence of each organisation. 

The tremendous mobilising potential of this powerful new 
force on the labour front was amply shown in the national strike 
on the 100th anniversary of May Day on 1 May 1986 - the 
largest political stoppage ever achieved in South Africa - and K 
the no less remarkable stay-at-home on 16 June, the tenth anni- 
versary of the Soweto massacre, carried through in the teeth of 
the state's ruthless attempt to crush it. In iti growing capacity 
to win concessions from employers, to  prosecute strikes to a 
positive conclusion, and to perform a central role for workers in 
political struggles, the non-racial labour movement has demon- 
strated a new maturity and strength of purpose, adding itsunique 
contribution to the national liberation struggle and to the inter- 
national campaign for sanctions. 

The past year has also witnessed the achievement of a historic 
breakthrough by the ANC in establishing itself as the lynch-pin 
and unifying force of the liberation struggle, and the focus for 
all who refuse to entrust the future of South Africa to tile 
manoeuvrings of the Botha regime. 

Its imprisoned leader, Nelson Mandela, was recognised by the 
Commonwealth eminent persons group (EPG) as 'a unifying, 
commanding and popular leader* and as 'an essential and heroic 
figure in any political settlement in South Africa'. IQ external 
leadership has attracted a stream of visitors from within the 
country, defying the condemnation of the regime: representatives 
of big business interests, of the white parliamentary opposition, 
of certain bantustan groups, of COSATU, N U M ,  and black , 
businessmen. The openness of the ANC to dialogue with these 
disparate forces contrasts with the intransigent refusal of the 
regime to talk to any but those who toe its line. This has accel- 
erated the process of disintegration of the ruling white power 
bloc in South Africa. 

Internationally, the standing of the ANC has never been 
higher, to the point where even the Thatcher and Reagan admini- 
strations have been forced to come to terms with it. Internally, 
it has succeeded in escalating the armed actions of its military 
cadres in white areas, both urban and rural, and in the street 
battles in the townships, thereby developing and transforming 
the armed struggle into a people's war. The ANC's experience 
and maturity have won it the respect of other anti-apartheid 
organisations that disagree with it and yet play their own part in 
the liberation struggle. 

Namibia 
In Namibia, SWAPO has seized the strategic initiative with an 
unprecedented military offensive. In a statement to mark the 
twentieth anniversary of the launching of the armed struggle on 
26' August 1966, SWAPO was able to state with confidence that 
'the first half of 1986 has witnessed the most intensive military 
activities by the People's Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN) 
soldiers since the launching of the armed struggle'. SWAPO's war 
communiqu6s testified to this statement. 
. Targets attacked in 1986 have included the South African 
military headquarters in Oshakati, a military base at Ruacana, 
and a main petrol depot. 
These advances in the armed struggle have been accompanied 

by the mass mobilisation of the Namibii people against South 
Africa's iUf@ occupation, including an unprecedented mass 
political rally organised by SWAPO in July 1986 and attended 
by some 28,000 people. A significant feature of this mass mobi- 
lisation is the growing partk#ption of sections of the white 
population of Namibia. 

Suchhasbeen the &-round development of the liberation 



struggle in Namibia that the central committee of SWAPO was 
able to declare in August 1986 that 'despite the increased and 
generalised military repression, atrocities and frenzied political 
manoeuvres by the South African racist regime in Namibia, the 
political climate in our country has greatly developed in favour 
of national liberation'. 

However, the struggle in Namibia has been the victim of an 
unprecedented conspiracy of silence. Whilst thekorld press and 
other media have focused on South Africa and even taken some 
risks to break through the wall of silence, Namibia has been 
systematically ignored. 

This conspiracy of silence is a reflection of wider South 
African and western policies for Namibia and the region. They 
appear to be determined to relegate Namibia from the interna- 
tional agenda. For on all fronts Pretoria is on the defensive. The 
so-called 'transitional government of national unity' inaugurated 
in June 1985 possesses no support or credibility and there is no 
prospect for it to secure international recognition. On the mili- 
tary front the South African forces are forced into an increasingly 
defensive war which they will not be able to win. 

The prospect of the joint USISouth African policy of 'linkage' 
achieving its intended goal was made more remote when the 
Angolan government broke off talks with the USA following the 
US administration's decision to arm Unite. Shrouded in secrecy 
and out of the limelight of international attention, Pretoria and 
Washington are engaged in a counter-offensive to isolate and 
destroy both SWAPO and the Angolan government. Internally, 
South African forces are engaged in the most brutal repression 
of the Namibii people whilst at the same time Namibia is being 
resurrected as a base for intensified aggression against Angola 
both by South African forces and by their surrogate Unita, 
newly fortified by US armaments including Stinger missiles. 

However, even this counter-offensive has proved to be largely 
ineffective. A major attack by South African forces in August 
1986 was successfully repelled by the Angolan army, which is 
proving to be increasingly resilient. As in South Africa itself, 
Pretoria's policies over Namibia are in deep crisis. 

The regime in crisis 
Shaken to its roots by the forces aligned against it, the regime 
has lost the capacity to dictate the course of events. It  has no 
credible policy over Namibia as it repeatedly shifts from seeking 
'internal' to  'international' settlements and then back again. Its 
tricameral constitution is a fiasco, its reform programme utterly 
discredited, and its day-to-day control of black areas under 
increasing challenge. It has even lost much of the authority it 
had over the white electorate. Neither the imposition of a partial 
state of emergency in July 1985, nor its piecemeal lifting and 
eventual abandonment in March 1986, succeeded in restoring 
the 'law and order' upon which white racist rule has prided itself 
in past decades. 

The declaration of a national state of emergency on the eve 
of the tenth anniversary of the Soweto uprising, the assumption 
of more draconian powers than ever before, the unprecedented 
clampdown on media reporting of 'unrest', the detention of 
some 10-12,000 persons within the first two months of the 
emergency, and the saturation occupation of black townships 
by army units testify to the total failure of the regime's policies, 
to its inability to hold on to power by any other means, and to 
its increasing desperation as the tide of liberation rises around 
its crumbling base. The reliance of the regime on brute force and 
repression, intended as a demonstration of strength, in reality 
only reveals the increasing weakness of the apartheid system. 

This weakness is confirmed by the loss of confidence in it by 
the white professional and commercial strata and their growing 
flight from the country, by the ever bolder refusal of white 
youth to serve in the aimed forces, by the increasing resort of 
the authorities to both white and black 'vigilante' forces to 
terrorise their activist opponents, and by the blaster which 
invites international sanctions and threatens ever more savage 
repression to a people who manifestly cannot be cowed by 
threats, or even by torture and death. 

Exacerbating its manifold political problems, the &he has 
suffered the most serious downturn in the South African 
economy since the great depression. With mounting unemploy- 

k 

ment now affecting whites as well as blacks, the value of the 
rand in headlong fall, inflation rampant, an average of eight 
businesses collapsing every day in 1985, a net decline in gross 
production, and the heightened costs of the wars waged against 
neighbouring states, in maintenance of the illegal occupation of 
Namibia and against the people of South Africa itself - with all 
these symptoms of profound crisis multiplying for all to see, the 
regime has provoked a flight of capital which in turn deepens 
many of its economic difficulties, and has forfeited for the time 
being the prospect of foreign capital and lank loans coming to 
its rescue as they used to in previous phases of crisis. 

As the sanctions net begins to tighten around South Africa, 
the costs of evasion mount for the regime and for state and 
private capital, whilst the loss of markets reinforces the negative 
impact of the loss of confidence by both domestic and foreign 
investors. As pointed out by the NEC of the ANC in its message 
of 8 January 1986, the regime 'can no longer guarantee a bright 
future for the white social forces on which it rests'. This in turn 
compounds the internal crisis of white power, such that 'the 
white power bloc has never been as divided as it is today. Con- 
flict, indecision and fear of the revolution within this bloc has 
extended to within the ranks of Botha's own cabinet.' 

The horrific cruelty of the regime in steadily increasing the 
death rate in black areas through the indiscriminate slaughter of 
the people has been matched only by its brutality in detaining 
and torturing even young children. Its increasing resort to treason 
trials, to the physical elimination of its opponents, to  the bann- 
ing of funerals and attempted suppression of political activities 
and symbols, and to the muzzling of the media - undeterred by 
the legal rebuffs given it by disquieted sections of its own judi- 
ciary - give the lie to any pretence Pretoria makes to seek a 
peaceful solution to the crisis. 

Likewise the pretence of the 1984 search for a regional 
accommodation with its neighbours has been cast aside and a 
new and more deadly escalation of aggression and destabiiisation 
been unleashed. In September 1985, at the very same time that 
the Mozambican government was publishing incontrovertible 
evidence of Pretoria's cynical disregard of the Nkomati accord, 
Botha's increasingly arrogant military chiefs were carrying out a 
murderous offensive in the Mavinga area of Angola to save Unita 
from a military blow which would have put paid to the hopes of 
the Reagan administration and Pretoria itself to use this surrogate 
force to drag the People's Republic of Angola back into the 
West's sphere of influence. , 

Generalised threats against the front line states were soon 
followed by a vicious blockade of Lesotho in January 1986, 
causing immediate hardship and triggering a military coup. 'Hie 
blocking of fuel supplies to Botswana was designed to compel a 
vulnerable neighbourto bow to Pretoria's demands for regional 
hegemony. 

The readiness of Pretoria to invoke measures of economic 
sanctions against independent states in the region was once again 
demonstrated in August 1986 in retaliation against the principled 
stand adopted by Zimbabwe and Zambia in support of the 
Commonwealth position (Britain excepted) following the failure- 
of the EPG mission. Indeed, it was the simultaneous attacks on 
the capitals of three front line states, all Commonwealth 
members, on 19 May 1986 that drove the EPG to conclude that 
the Botha regime was 'in truth not yet prepared to negotiate 
fundamental change, nor to countenance the creation of genuine 
democratic structures, nor to face the prospect of the end of 
white domination and white power in the foreseeable future'. 

What fuels this disastrous intransigence by the Botha regime 
is not just the racial arrogance, dogmatism and teas of its leaders 
and supporters. It  is also the comforting knowledge that so long 
as President Reagan sits in the White House and Prime Minister 
Thatcher in Downing Street, Pretoria will escape the full impact 
of comprehensive mandatory sanctions. Like the Em, we 'are 
convinced that the South African government is concerned 
about the adoption of effective economic measures against it*. 
The EPG went on to predict that 'if [Pretoria] comes to the 
conclusion that it would always remain protected from such 
measures, the process of change in South Africa is unlikely to 
increase in momentum and the descent into violence would be 
escalated. In these circumstances, the cost in lives may have to 
be counted in millions.' 



On the very day these words were published, the Botha regime 
declared the state of emergency. Whitehall and Washington bear 
a heavy responsibility for the terrible consequences. Without 
their support, Pretoria could not survive for long in its beleagured 
laager. 

The international dimension 
The transformation of the liberation struggle in South Africa 
and Namibia has had a profound impact on the entire interna- 
tional community with serious consequences for South Africa's 
principal western allies, especially the USA and Britain. The 
'apartheid question' is now top of the agenda of every major 
international forum, in particular the UN, the OAU, the Non- 
Aligned Movement, the Commonwealth, and even the EEC. 
Traditional western policies of collaboration are increasingly 
untenable. 

The unprecedented expansion of nationwide struggle in South 
Africa and massive retaliation and repression by the Pretoria 
regime have shocked international public opinion, which in turn 
has demanded firm action against apartheid South Africa. Public 
protest in the US resulted in the Reagan administration being 
forced to adopt certain limited sanctions against South Africa in 
September 1985 in order to preempt legislation in Congress. 
However, this only served to buy time as subsequent votes in 
both the House of Representatives and the Senate have demon- 
strated. In October, at the Bahamas Commonwealth Summit, 
Mrs Thateher came under strong pressure from the rest of the 
Commonwealth to enforce sanctions but she conceded only 
token 'tiny bit' measures, hoping that the establishment of the 
EPG would provide an opportunity for delaying action and 
creating a new contact group situation involving years of mean- 
ingless dialogue with Pretoria. The report of the EPG, published 
in June, by making it clear that there was no desire on the part 
of the Botha regime to enter into a genuine dialogue about dis- 
mantling the apartheid system, simply fuelled the pressure on 
MK Thatcher. 

The British government responded to the EPG report by 
effecitvely rejecting its conclusion. Instead, it utilised its forth- 
coming presidency of the EEC both to block the adoption of 
any meaningful measures by the EEC and to launch another 
'dialogue' mission, this time by Six Geoffrey Howe on behalf of 
the EEC. This mission proved to be disastrous; all it confirmed 
was that Pretoria was not interested in the release of Nelson 
Mandela, let alone dismantling apartheid. 

Despite thiis, when the seven Commonwealth leaders met in 
London in August to consider the EPG report, Britain persisted 
in resisting the sanctions measures listed by the Bahamas summit. 
Mrs Thatcher's opposition effectively isolated Britain from the 
rest of the Commonwealth. The decision of the 'six' to proceed 
with a Commonwealth package meant that, for the fust time in 
the history of the Commonwealth, it was required to agree 
measures without a consensus; it decided to place credibility 
above unity. 

A policy of sanctions 
There is no doubt that the question of sanctions is now firmly 
on the international agenda. It is therefore crucial that the debate 
surrounding it is well-informed and dear, and cuts through the 
arguments of those who deliberately attempt to confuse the 
situation. 4 

The AAM, from its inception in 1959, has called for compre- 
hensive mandatory sanctions in the context of the African 
liberation struggle. Such action would make a decisive impact 
by weakening the apartheid system which relies extensively on 
international economic and other links. 

In the present situation this policy is the only relevant one 
available to F e  outside world in order to help bring an early end 
to the apartheid system. Any delay in implementing comprehen- 
sive sanctions merely serves to prolong the agony and suffering 
of the oppressed South African and Namibian people, and 
encourages the Pretoria regime to persist with its armed attacks 
on the front line states, thus further breaching international 
peace and security. 

Since comprehensive mandatory sanctions are likely to be 

vetoed by both the USA and Britain during the immediate 
future, it does become imperative to work both for all possible 
sanctions to be imposed by individual governments and for 
'people's sanctions'. This situation has unfortunately given rise 
to a debate in certain quarters as to whether selective sanctions 
are more effective than comprehensive ones. But specific sanc- 
tions only have limited impact and there is certainly no time for 
a strategy of escalating sanctions over a period of years. Besides, 
such an approach only makes it easier for South Africa to 
circumvent specific sanctions and gives it time to prepare for 
future ones. Another dangerous debate is the one between so- 
called punitive and non-punitive sanctions. In essence this is 
really a disguised description for effective and non-effective 
measures, since it is only those that hurt the apartheid regime 
that will produce the best results. 

Mrs Thatcher and others opposed to sanctions have also 
pointed to the suffering that sanctions will create for Africans 
both within South Africa and Namibia and beyond those borders 
in the region. Sanctions will have some direct effect on the front 
line and other states in the region, but more serious is the retalb- 
tioi} that will come from Pretoria. This makes it imperative that 
the independent African states in the region be given maximum 
material and political support. In this context, accelerated 
support to the countries and projects of the Southern African 
Development Coordination Conference (SADCC) assumes a 
special urgency and importance. As for the suffering of the 
South African and Namibian people, their national liberation 
movements and all acknowledged anti-apartheid leaders have 
repeatedly made clear weir demands for sanctions. The major 
western powers, however, will keep pointing to Chief Buthelezi 
and others who conveniently echo the opposition to sanctions 
expressed by the Pretoria regime. 

Probably the greatest impact so far on the South African 
economy has been 'market-place' action by the western banking 
community. They have largely realised that South Africa is no 
longer safe for overseas loans and investment. The regime itself 
admits that there was a net outflow of R9.5 billion (Â£2.4 bi ion 
on the commercial rand rate) in the year ending July 1985. 

Although it won a respite from its debt obligations by the 
effective rescheduling of repayments, the regime is unlikely to 
be able to pay its loans, and the economy is deteriorating further. 

The political crisis caused by the militant resistance of the 
Namibian and South African people has thus precipitated an 
acute economic crisis and, as the critical situation in Southern 
Africa develops, it is vital to  intensify the campaign for com- 
prehensive mandatory sanctions against South Africa and ensure 
that governments adopt the ryximum possible measures rather 
than escape with minimum gestures aimed at giving the impres- 
sion that action is being taken against apartheid. 

Britain and Southern Africa 
The past year witnessed a powerful, indeed a decisive, swing in 
British politics in favour of comprehensive sanctions against the 
apartheid regime of South Africa. Almost every sector of public 
opinion - the churches, the trade unions, youth, women and 
academic organisations, the Labour, Liberal and Social Demo- 
cratic parties, and even some sections of the Conservative party, 
sporting bodies, local and regional councils - have actively 
come out against apartheid and for sanctions. These develop- 
ipents attest to  the Movement's success in creating the largest 
ever front of British solidarity and support for thesouth African 
and Namibian freedom struggles and for the isolation of the 
apartheid regime. 

This anti-apartheid front has decidedly become a significant 
and substantial force in British politics. It  has brought into its 
fold many-sided interest groups and has generated a vfave of 
people's sanctions measures against apartheid. It has led to the 
adoption and honouring of South African political prisoners and 
the extension of varying fowsof support to the African National 
Congress and SWAPO. A large number of local authorities have 
declared their towns and cities as 'anti-apartheid zones' and have 
encouraged the development of local anti-apartheid organisations. 
The trade union movement is moving towards policies of direct 
embargoes on Sue handling and use of South African and 
Namibian products, including active campaigning for an end to 



British investment in South Africa and Namibia. A number of 
pension funds have taken steps to liquidate their investments in 
companies with such interests. Diiinvestment by universities, 
churches and local authorities has grown significantly in the past 
year. These pressures, together with the crisis in Southern Africa, 
have led to a sharp falling-off of British capital flows to South 
Africa; indeed, many British companies;-including two major 
banks, have sought to reduce their capital stake in the South 
African economy. The flow of bank loans from Britain has all 
but ceased. The cultural boycott, especially by actors, musicians, 
universities and scientific organisations, has grown measurably. 
There has developed a substantial decline in emigration to South 
Africa. The apartheid regime has many fewer friends in Britain 
today, and these are very much on the defensive and isolated. 

These many-sided manifestations of anti-apartheid activity 
stem from the new acute phase in the political crisis in Southern 
Africa and the accelerated tempo of our Movement's activities. 
We have rapidly expanded our mass base and now possess a 
branch network that virtually straddles the whole country. The 
organisations affiliated to the Movement now number over 800. 
Our membership, both locally and nationally, has leapt into 
many thousands. Our influence has grown apace, as is reflected 
in the giant demonstrations we have held. We have worked with 
sister movements in other countries and our president has been 
invited to meet many foreign governments and organisations, 
reflecting the importance accorded to our Movement in the 
worldwide growth of the campaign in support of the anti- 
apartheid cause. 

Significant and compelling as these advances have been, we 
have not as yet succeeded in making a meaningful dent in the 
Thatcher government's policy of protecting the apartheid regime 
from the swelling tide of international sanctions and isolation. 
True enough, British policy on Southern Africa is in crisis. The 
government is increasingly isolated - inside the country, in the 
Commonwealth, at the United Nations and in Europe. The 
prime minister's anti-apartheid rhetoric and moralising over 
black employment is no longer believed; these protestations are 
rightly seen by the public as mere window-dressing to mask 
Britain's continued commitment to white minority rule in 
South Africa and Namibia. The government's opposition to 
mandatory sanctions has persisted in the face of unprecedented 
state-promoted violence against the black population, a more or 
less permanent state of emergency, and an escalating people's 
W= in South Africa and Namibia,' compounded by the Botha 
regime's ever-widening range of armed attacks on the Southern 
African countries. 

The bizarre fiasco of the Howe mission to South Africa - the 
public humiliation of the British foreign secretary, who osten- 
sibly had gone to South Africa on a 'mission' on behalf of the 
European Community (to secure what he called a 'quantum 
leap* away from apartheid), represents one of the more bizarre 
episodes in the modem history of British diplomacy - raises a 
number of sensitive questions about the way Britain's foreign 
policy is being conducted at the present time. In fact, what the 
foreign secretary was apparently being asked by Mrs Thatcher to 
.achieve in Pretoria was to  extract some gesture from the Botha 
regime that would enable the British government to postpone 
further the adoption of sanctions measures. Even this failed -- 
and yet Britain's policy remains broadly unchanged. 

This is not the first time that those who determine Britain's 
policies have tried to hold back the tide of history. In almost 
every case they have lost out -and the cause of liberation in 
Southern Africa will be no exception. Today, the options facing 
the government have narrowed to the point where its pro- 
apartheid policy is beginning to prove a liability to Britain's 
overall interests. 

lliere is emerging a view of British policy that gives serious 
attention to the increasing acuteness of the struggle in Southern 
Africa and to the fact that the South African economy has now 
slid into its gravest crisis yet - a crisis which is structural by 
virtue of the fact that the sources of the exceptional profits 
from apartheid are being eroded by the heavy costs of maintain- 
ing white minority power through armed force in bothSouth 
Africa and Namibia. The much-vaunted strategic role given to 
the Botha regime by the West ig beginning t o  be Men a8 poten- 
tially, counter-productive and liable to end up in disaster as that 

regime moves deeper into crisis under the weight of the ever- 
widening rebellion of the black population and the sharpening 
of the economic and political crisis in the country. 

In this sense, there have emerged factions in government and 
business who now recognise that the Botha regime is an increas- 
ingly problematic ally, and that something more than Botha's 
reforms are urgently required. From this emerges an apparent 
shift in policy towards the ANC and the willingness of the 
Foreign Office to meet ANC President Oliver Tambo. I t  is also 
reflected in meetings between businessmen, banks and others 
with representatives of the ANC. As part of the same process, 
proposals are advanced by companies with large investments in 
South Africa to  fund educational programmes for blacks aimed 
at creating what Is described as a 'black middle class' able to 
absorb and defuse the tensions generated by white minority rule. 
Allies are sought among the black people and notions like 'power 
sharing' and 'the federal option' are touted about in the hope of 
calming the situation and defusing the black revolt. Significant 
as these shifts are, there is no evidence that these groupings are 
even contemplating either a policy of support for the ANC or 
comprehensive sanctions against Pretoria. 

Moreover, as Britain moves towards another general election, 
with the apartheid question certain to be a key issue between 
the political parties, a danger of some magnitude is very much 
on the agenda. There is the real prospect that those who side 
with apartheid and wish to continue to protect the Botha regime 
will whip up a veritable tide of jingoism, racist chauvinism and 
flag-waving to win electoral support for current policies. 

The Movement will hence be required to develop a greater 
awareness of this danger. That task will crucially depend on a 
more accelerated tempo in the Movement's campaigns towards 
consolidating and advancing the wide-ranging anti-apartheid 
front that has developed in the past year. 

The tasks ahead 
The past period has witnessed a tremendous growth in the size 
and scope of the Movement's activities, together with a growing 
capacity to influence the majority of British public opinion. It  is 
vital that in the period ahead this position is consolidated and 
strengthened. The widespread anger at Mrs Thatcher's policies 
has to be transformed into a powerful and united force capable 
of achieving a fundamental change in British policy and the total 
isolation of the apartheid regime. This requires: 

A special focus on campaigning in solidarity with the struggle 
of the Namibian people for genuine independence and the imme- 
diate implementation without any preconditions of the UN plan 
for Namibia. 

A major campaign to expose South African aggression and 
destabiliition and to mobilise solidarity with the 
states, and to secure the maximum possible aid for the 
African Development Coordination Conference and its projects. 

The nationwide mobilisation of the people of Britain to 
impose 'people's sanctions' as a positive contribution to the 
campaign to secure the total isolation of the apartheid regime in 
all spheres including military, nuclear, security, strategic, dipto- 
matic, economic, cultural, academic, scientific and sporting 
fields. 

The exposure of Britain's role in arming apartheid and work 
tostrengthen and ensure the strict application of the manda- 
tory arms embargo, and to secure a mandatory UN ban on all 
nuclear collaboration with South Africa. 

The intensification of the campaign to free all Namibian and 
South African political prisoners and detainees and to stop all 
apartheid executions. 

The extension of the all-round campaigning activities in 
support of the struggle of the people of Namibia and South 
Africa under the leadership of SWAB0 and the ANC to secure 
genuine independence andnonqacid societies. 

Finally and above all, the critical situation in Southern Africa 
now requires a major offensive by the Movement to secure the 
widest possible support for the total Isolation of the apartheid 
regime through the adoption by the United Nation$ of campre- 
heniive and mandatory unctlom against South Africa. 



South Africa 
The unprecedented revolt by the people of South Africa des 
cribed iq the AM's 1984185 annual report continued unabated 
despite the existence of states of emergency for most of the past 
12 months. The partial state of emergency declared on 20 July 
1985 was strengthened on 1 November with a severe ban on 
news reporting. However, the momentum of r'esistance was 
maintained and, due to a combination of internal and interna- 
tional pressure, the apartheid regime was forced to lift the state 
of emergency on 7 March 1986. During the state of emergency 
on 31 January, P W Botha made his 'Rubicon V speech in 
which he announced various initiatives in his 'reform' policy 
with the aim of placating international opposition. These moves 
were in turn linked to a calculated policy designed to convey 
the impression that the regime was prepared to enter into nego- 
tiations with genuine representatives of the black majority. 
Repeated reports speculated that the release of Nelson Mandela 
was imminent. These initiatives were mainly linked to the 
Commonwealth eminent persons group (EPG). Both the South 
African authorities and the British government would have 
wished it to play a role similar to the 'contact group' on Namibia 
which has proved little more than a time-delaying exercise. 

When it became dear that this strategy would not achieve its 
objective of buying time for P W Botha's regime, the most 
draconian state of emergency in South Africa's history was 
Imposed on 12 June. And official powers under the state of 
emergency have been repeatedly strengthened since 12  June 
despite certain resistance by the courts. 

The Movement's main response to all these developments was 
to intensify the campaign for sanctions and to expose British 
policy of collaboration with Pretoria. 

Following the Rubicon I1 speech, the Movement prepared a 
detailed analysis of the policy proposals, which was published in 
Anti-Apartheid News and presented in the form of a memoran- 
dum to the Commonwealth EPG. 

It has also maintained dose contact with a range of organisa- 

tions campaigning against apartheid within South Africa, includ- 
ing the UDF, COSATU and the National Education Crisis 
Committee. Briefings have been held whenever leaders of these 
organisations have visited Britain. In addition, a special briefing 
was given in the House of Commons by Mkhuseli Jack of the 
Port Elizabeth boycott campaign, who described the significance 
of the boycott campaigns inside South Africa. 

An important development over this year has been the shift 
in British government policy towards the ANC. In October 1985, 
during a visit to London by ANC president Oliver Tambo, he 
was invited to address the Conservative-controlled House of 
Commons Foreign Affairs Select Committee. This was followed 
by a meeting in Lusaka inFebruary 1986 between representatives 
of the ANC and British government officials. Then in June 1986 
the government reversed its policy of refusing to meet the ANC 
at ministerial level because of its advocacy of the armed struggle, 
and an ANC delegation led by Oliver Tambo met Linda Chalker, 
the minister of state at the Foreign Office. A further meeting 
between Sir Geoffrey Howe and Oliver Tambo took place in 
September 1986. 

Anti-Apartheid News has continued to be the main means by 
which the Movement can publicise the struggle in South Africa. 
Features and articles have highlighted the all-round resistance to 
the apartheid regime. For example, a special two-page feature in 
June 1986 to mark the tenth anniversary of the Soweto massacre 
gave an in-depth account of the school students' struggles. 

The tremendous growth of local anti-apartheid organisation 
has meant that the Movement has been able t o  ensure that acti- 
vities are organised locally to mark important anniversaries in 
the South African struggle, such as the Sharpeville/Langa 
massacre; the Soweto anniversary; and South Africa Freedom 
Day. Throughout the year, speakers from the AAM, ANC and 
SACTU have spoken at meetings all over the country to mobi- 
lise support for the struggle in South Africa. 

Namibia 
The main task of the Movement's campaigning on Namibia has 
been to ensure that the general sanctions campaign emphasises 
the need for the application of sanctions to compel South Africa 
to end its illegal occupation of Namibia and that the specific 
case for sanctions over Namibia is made in its own right. The 
need for this was underlined when moves to impose a series of 
selective but mandatory sanctions against South Africa over 
Namibia were blocked in the UN Security Council on 15 Novem- 
ber by the vetoes of the USA and Britain. This action went 
largely unreported and provoked little controversy, in contrast 
to the response to similar action by the USA and Britain over 
sanctions relating to South Africa itself. 

The national committee in December 1985 agreed a number 
of proposals to achieve these objectives on the theme 'Free 
Namibia: Sanctions Now!'. Every effort was made to highlight 
the case for sanctions over Namibia. The nationwide demonstra- 
tions held on 22 March 1986 were organised with the common 
slogan 'Free Namibia! Free South Africa! Sanctions Now!', and 
for the mass lobby for sanctions against South Africa on 17 
June 1986, special briefing material was produced on sanctions 
over Namibia and SWAPO's secretary for information and publi- 
city, Hidipo Harnutenya, addressed the main lobby meeting. 

Another SWAPO leader, administrative secretary Moses 
Garoeb, led the March for Freedom in Namibia and South 
Africa on 28 June, and made the first address to the Festival on 
Clapham Common. 

The Movement has also been active at the international level 
in seeking to focus increased attention on the struggle in 

S Namibia. It was a member of the international preparatory con- 
ference for the second Brussels International Conference on 
Namibia from 5-7 May, and the AAM delegation was composed 
of Bishop Huddleston, Abdul Minty and Mike Terry. Bishop 
HudcBeston addressed the opening session of the conference, 

Abdul Minty was the conference rapporteur as well as author of 
a key paper on recent developments on Namibia. 

The Brussels conference was initiated bv SWAPO and attrac- 
ted the participation of anti-apartheid and solidarity movements, 
other campaigning org-imfrom Europe and North America, 
as well as governments from many nonaligned countries. 

The United Nations took a series of initiatives to pomorte 
action on Namibia, including the convening of the International 
Conference for the Immediate Independence of Namibia, which 
opened in Vienna on 7 July 1986. BishopHuddleston was invited 
to be a member of a group of seven eminent persons who issued 
a joint appeal at the conference. Other members of the group 
included Mr Echeverria, the former president of Mexico, Bruno 
Kreisky, former chancellor of Austria, and Abdul Halim 
Khaddarn, vice-president of Syria. The Vienna conference agreed 
on a number of proposals to intensify international action to 
end South Africa's illegal occupation of Namibia. 

The Movement has sought to increase public understanding 
of the issues at stake; challenge British policy; expose Britain's 
role in sustaining South Africa's illegal occupation; and mobilise 
solidarity with SWAPO. In February 1986, the national commit- 
tee gave further consideration to its work on Namibia. The 
meeting was addressed by the acting president of the UN Council 
for Namibia, Ambassador Siclair, and adopted a special state- 
ment, subsequently revised in the light of further developments, 
identifying the main campaigning priorities of the Movement 
over Namibia. 
TlÃ Movement has sought to promote local activity on  

Namibia by encouraging local AA groups to set up a sub-group 
individual with particular responsibility tor 
met with an encouraging response and there 
considerable increaie in local activity. These 

initiatives have alsohad an impact onlocal authority work, with 



a number of councils organhg activities on Namibia such as an intensive campaign to discredit SWAPO which is being 
the flying of the SWAPO flag on town halls. promoted in particular in Britain, the Federal Republic of 

The Movement has made less progress with its efforts to Germany and the USA. This campaign is in turn linked to 
secure a change in British policy. In November 1985, the UN SWAPO's success in exposing South African infiltration of its 
secretary general stated that 'all outstanding issues relevant to the organisation. SWAPO leaders Hidipo Hamutenya and Ben Theo 
UN plan for Namibia have now been resolved'. p i s  announce- Guribab held a special briefing on this issue in London f& 
ment followed agreement on the choice of electoral system under SWAPO supporters and anti-apartheid activists. The campaign to  
the UN plan, the final outstanding matter. Despite this develop- discredit SWAPO has been taken up in Britain by b e  Interna- 
ment, and Britain's stated rejection of 'linkage', the British tional Society for Human Rights, which has dose links to ultra- 
government persisted in arguing that the best prospect for right elements in the Conservative Party. The Namibia Support 
independence lay with the US-led negotiations over 'linkage'. Committee and the AAM held alarge demonstration outside a 
Even when Angola and the front line states rejected the US'S seminar organised by ISHR on 27 March in London. 
role in these negotiations following the US administration's The International Week of Solidarity with the Struggle of the 
decision to arm Unite, British ministers still insisted that such Namibian People from 27 October to 2 November was largely 
negotiations provided the best prospect for agreement on the overshadowed by the final preparations and mobilisation for the 
implementation of the UN plan. 2 November demonstration and the visit of Jesse Jackson and 

At a parliamentary level there has been a number of initiatives Oliver Tambo. For 1986, therefore, the Movement began prepa- 
challenge British policy, of which the most important were rations at a much earlier stage, including the production of an 

tly efforts of Lord Hatch to seafre the adoption of a Bill on impressive range of briefing and campaigning material, and it is 
Namibia in the House of Lords. On two occasions, first on 22 intended that the 1986 Week of Action will make a much greater 
October 1985 and then on 7 May 1986, he moved Bills seeking impression. 
to enforce sanctions against South Africa over Namibia. On the The Movement has continued to liaise closely with SWAPO 
f i r t  occasion the Bill was defeated on the second reading, and and the Namibia Support Committee to promote campaigning 
on the second, government peers fearing defeat successfully work on Namibia. The AAM's president, Bishop Huddleston, 
challenged the quorum. sent a message of solidarity to SWAPO president Sam Nujoma 

The Movement has continued to campaign for the closure of on 26 August, the twentieth anniversary of the launching of the 
the Namibia Office run by h t e g y  Network International, armed struggle in Namibia, and he addressed a meeting 
which took over as the South African government-funded London organised by SWAPO to mark the anniversary. The 
propaganda organisation for the Namibia Information Service in Movement has also continued to support SATIS'S work on 
1985. Foreign Office minister Malcolm Rifkind rejected repre- repression in Namibia, details of which are reported elsewhere in 
sentations from the Movement and compared it with the ANC this report. 
mission. This Namibia Office appears to be closely linked with 

Front Line States 
Recent developments in Southern Africa have underlined the 
need for much more effective campaigning in support of the 
front line states. South Africa's renewed aggression against 
Angola; the US administration's decision to provide military 
assistance to Unite, including Stinger missiles; South Africa's 
blockade of Lesotho and the subsequent military coup; South 
Africa's triple attack on 19 May against the capital cities of 
Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe; the evidence of South African 
support for the MNR in Mozambique; and the retaliatory action 
taken and threatened by South Africa against all the states of 
the region in response to Commonwealth and other sanctions 
measures indicate the gravity of the crisis. In a report published 
for a Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference 
(SADCC) meeting in January 1986 in Harare, the estimated cost 
of South African aggression and destabilisation since 1980 was 
calculated to be in excess of $10 billion. 

The Movement's main response to these developments has 
been to intensify the sanctions campaign. The Movement con- 
demned the action of the British government in twice vetoing 
UN Security Council resolutions aiming to impose selective 
mandatory sanctions in response to South African aggression. 
The first veto, on 23 May, was in response to the 19 May 
attacks; the second veto, on 18 June, followed a South African 
attack on the Angolan port of Namibe. A briefing document on 
Sanctions and the front line states was published for the mass 
lobby of parliament on 17 June. 

Lesotho was a special target of South Africa's policies of 
aggression and destabilisation. In November 1985, South Africa 
conducted a major military exercise on Lesotho's borders. Then, 
in December, it carried out a commando raid in the Lesotho 
capital, Maseru, killing nine people (six South African Wfwees 
and three Lesotho nationals); and this was followed by a block- 
ade of Lesotho which commenced on 1 January 1986,JPrime 
Minister Leabua Jonathan called for assistance from bo 
and ?be USA to establish an air corridor into Lesotho. 
Mrs Thatcher had not replied when sections of the 
Paramilitary Force overthrew the Lesotho government on 20 

January. The Movement liaised closely with the Lesotho govern- 
ment during this period, and Prime Minister Jonathan's appeal 
was raised in parliament. 

The Movement was also active in mobilising opposition to US 
aid for Unite. Bishop, Huddleston wrote to the US ambassador 
to protest at the visit to the USA in January 1986 by Unita 
leader Jonas Savimbi and his reception at the White Hottse by 
Resident Reagan. The Parliamentary Labour Party Anti- 
Apartheid Group initiated an early day motion in parliament 
opposing US military aid to Unita. 

Anti-Apartheid News continued to give extensive coverage to 
South Africa's policies of aggression and destabilisation, and the 
Movement made statements in response to specific events. 
However, it is dear that this area of work wilrhave to assume a 
much greaterpriority in the future if the Movement is to be in a 
position to respond effectively to the crisis in the region. 
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Loans . and Investment 
The unilateral moratorium declared by the South African regime 
on the repayment of its overseas debts in September 1985 has 
dominated developments in this field over the past 12  months. 
The initial moratorium, which expired on 1 January 1985, was 
renewed against a background of secret meetings4nvolving key 
elements in the international banking community which eventu- 
ally resulted in a restructuring of Pretoria's debts. 

AAM's president made repeated representations to  the major 
British banks involved urging them to refuse to assist South 
Africa. The Botha regime initially appointed a retired Swiss 
banker, Dr Frits Leutwiler, to  mediate with the creditor banks. 
Attempts by the Movement to make representations to Dr Leut- 
wiler when he held his first meeting with the banks in London 
in October 1985 failed when his representative did not appear a t  
a prearranged venue. AAM activity around this meeting and the 
follow-up session in London in February attracted much media 
attention and political support, despite the attempts of the bank- 
ing community to draw a veil of silence over these proceedings. 

The February meeting agreed a framework for what amounted 
to an effective rescheduling of South Africa's debt, including the 
establishment of a technical committee. This agreement between 
the principal creditors and the apartheid regime represented a 
sign - much needed by Pretoria - of confidence in the South 
African economy. The AAM also picketed a meeting of the 
technical committee in London in September 1986, which took 
place without Dr Leutwiler, who had by then resigned his post. 

This year greater resources and more research than ever before 
have been devoted to the debt crisis of apartheid and to work on 
companies and their activities in South Africa and Namibia. The 
AAM has published briefing documents outlining the relationship 
of the international community with apartheid, and the compa- 
nies list has been fully revised and updated. Once again, the 
National Steering Committee for Local Authority Action has 
led the disinvestment campaign among local authorities. Whilst 
there have been no 'big name' withdrawals from the apartheid 
economy, many companies have scaled down their operations. 
Political and economic instability in South Africa, combined with 
the Movement's campaigning, have reduced net new investment 
by UK companies, valued at Â£296 in 1983, to a mere tickle. 
In addition, the sharp depreciation of the rand has effectively 
halved the value of UK firms' investment in apartheid, which has 
now been estimated to be worth around Â£6bn of which slightly 
more than 50 per cent is in the form of indirect investment. 

There is a growing number of research-oriented organisations 
making their own contributions to thedisinvestment campaign. 
The AAM has valued the W* of many of these organisations, 
andthe joint discussions and consultations that have been held 
with both individual researchers and groups such as CIS, LRD 
and TNIC have proved mutually beneficial. In particular, the 
LkD's Profiting from Apartheid and CIS's work on Consolidated 
Goldf3elds deserve special mention. 

However, the AAM's closest liaison in the field of work on 
disinvestment has been with End Loans to Southern Africa 
(ELTSA), who once again spearheaded work aimed at British 
financial institutions' support for apartheid. The sixth Barclays 
Shadow Report waspublished in April, and work on Barclays, 
including the National Union of Students' day of action against 
,the bank, would have proved difficult without the support of 
ELTSA. In addition to the day of action, the AAM's London 
Committee mounted a very successful roving picket which took 
in four main banking institutions on 26 February. On the same 
day, a day of action on loans to South Africa, special publicity 
material was prepared and local and student groups participated 
in activities directed against the involvement of h i  street banks 
in .such loans to South' African corporations and government 
bodies. 

The question of South African investment in the British 
economy - and the influence over our economy that this entails 
- is an issue that has received some attention in the past 12 
months, but which needs to receive a lot more. The potential 
role of Anglo-American (owners of J Bibby & Sons) and. Liberty 
Life (owners of SUB Alliance) is one which could undermine an 

effective sanctions policy. A ban on procurement by government 
departments from South Africa, and from South African con- 
trolled companies, and a ban on the procurement by South 
African interests of North Sea oil and other shares, are important 
campaign priorities. 

The Movement also announced its intention to organise a 
boycott of Uoyds Bank if its takeover of Standard Chartered 
had proved successful, which in the end it did not. 

Emigration 
For the first time, the number of those leaving South Africa has 
exceeded those entering: 

1985 1986 Change 
(January-June) (1986 as 5% 

of 1985) 
Emigrating from South Africa 5,006 7,189 +43.6 
Immigrating to South Africa 11,259 3,647 - 67.6 

Emigration from Britain to South Africa has declined from 
almost 11,000 in 1983 to just over 9,000 in 1984, to fewer than 
5,200 in 1985. 

While recruitment by South African companies in Britain 
has, on the whole, declined over the past 12 months, there have 
been some notable exceptions, with Barclays Bank being out- 
standing in their ostentatiousness - full-page colour advertise- 
ments for computer operators. Such advertisements are becoming 
rarer owing to a reluctance on the part of some publications to 
accept such copy - and a refusal by trade unionists to handle it. 
However, the vacancies that are being advertised reveal the 
desperate shortage of skilled personnel in the apartheid economy, 
especially in high-tech areas such as computer programming and 
operation. As emigration from South Africa continues, this 
shortage becomes ever more acute. 

In line with the decreasing number of advertisements, recruit- 
ment also appeals to have dropped, although no reliable figures 
are available. British miners who emigrated during the British 
miners' strike are dissatisfied, according to reports in the South 
African press, and certainly the instability of apartheid has 
acted as a sharp deterrent to many prospective applicants. . 

Diplomatic Relations 
The Movement's AGM in 1985 adopted a resolution which called 
for an intensification of the campaign to sever diplomatic 
relations with South Africa. This campaign sought the closure of 
both the embassy in London and the consulate in Glasgow. The 
Scottish Committee of the Movement, throughout the autumn 
of 1985, held a weekly demonstration outside the consulate 
each Friday demanding its closure. This campaign secured wide- 
spread support in Glasgow and, as a symbolic action, Glasgow 
city council renamed the square in which the consulate is situated 
as Mandela Square. 

The national committee decided to pursue this campaign by 
securing support from the major political parties. A memoran- 
dum was prepared and sent to all opposition parties. A special 
effort was made to secure the support of the Labour Party for 
the policy and the memorandum was sent to all members of the 
Labour Party NEC as well as to the wider labour movement. 

On 18 June a delegation from theMovement led by Bishop 
Huddleston met the foreign secretary and specifically called for 
the termination of diplomatic relations with South Africa. This 
call was repeated at a press conference following the meeting. 

The Movement also protested repeatedly at the access given 
to representatives of the South Africd embassy by radio aadTV, 
and declined invitations to appear in a amber of. pro@&Wmes 
in which embassy representative$ wem to participate. ~ 
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considerable pressure, the Women's Cricket Association now a ban on performing in South Africa. As a consequence Derek 
reauires the signing of a declaration that players will not play or Bond resigned as president of Equity due to  his intransigent and 

active personal support for continued cultural links with South coach in south ~ f r i c a  before they are considered to  be selected 
for England. This followed an unofficial tour to South Africa by 
a team, the 'Unicorns'. The members of this side were also 
banned from playing for England this year. 

In the boxing area, the Frank Bruno/Gerrie Coetzee fight was 
a major campaigning focus. The Movement worked closely with 
BBCAAS and SANROC, lobbying government and Bruno 
himself, and holding a public rally in Brixton the night before 
the fight. Although attempts t o  stop the fight failed, a successful 
picket was held on the night at Wembley and thousands of 
spectators were leafleted. 

The Movement continues t o  deal with many enquiries in 
relation to the sporting boycott, especially from local authorities 
and other organisations vigilant over the boycott at a local level. 
A number of British sportsmen and women have pledged not to 
return to  South Africa until apartheid is dismantled and have 
been deleted from the UN register, although for prestige and 
credibility the apartheid regime continues to attempt to  entice 
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campaign is under discussion. 
umber of British performers continue t o  perform in South 
, although others have now pledged not to  return, includ- 
iff Richard, Elton John, Robert Powell and Leo Sayer. 

e work of local groups and local authorities in particular, in 
tting on pressure and being vigilant at a local level, has often 
en the key factor in ensuring these commitments are made 
d that collaborators are challenged. Another success in the 

Africa was the action of the Musi- 
dding this year, when the SABC was 

access to  sound when musicians were performing at 
inster Abbey. Another breakthrough was the decision of 

e organisers of the Llangollen International Eisteddfod to  
elude two South African groups. 
An exciting product of the cultural boycott has been the 

ntribution artists are now making in support of the anti- 
d cause. In Scotland, a number of artists produced a 
of songs entitled 'Freedom is Coming', and the Welsh 
e Society with the Welsh AAM produced an EP record 
ar H011 Filwyr Byffalo Cymru'. 

surrounds the Shakespeare Birthday 
Avon when the South African flag 

as flown during the ceremony. This year a significant number 
Commonwealth African states refused permission for their 

ags t o  be flown alongside the flag of the apartheid regime. 

by the ~ o v e m e n t ,  education unions and students, and there 
have been a number of successes this year. The 1986 World 
Archaeological Congress in Southampton continued to  be a 
major focus, with the campaign against South African and 
Namibian participation being waged by the Movement, South- 
ampton AA, the city council, the student union and the AUT 
branch. The invitations having been withdrawn, and despite the 
International Union of Prehistoric and Protohistoric Societies' 
having withdrawn its support, the Congress went ahead as 
scheduled in Southampton in September 1986 and was a major 
success. The impact of this campaign was remarkable, prompting 
a TV programme and major articles in the national press. 

A further setback in academic credibility for the apartheid 
regime was the campaign against the International High Speed 
Photography and Photonics Congress in Pretoria in September 
1986. Six British academics were due to  participate, but as a 
result of campaigning by the Movement, local groups and student 
unions, four of the six pulled out. 

Another success was in relation t o  the planned visit by a 
leading apartheid academic from Stellenbosch University who 
was due to visit the London School of Economics and other 
colleges. Protests by the student union and mounting opposition 
to the visit resulted in its cancellation. 

One professional body to strengthen its commitment to  the 
academic boycott this year was the Royal Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA). following their decision in May 1985 to 

The Equity debate on the cultural boycott has c d t o  
be a major issue, and the Movement has supported the work of 
Equity members promoting the boycott. In January, a well- 
attended meeting jointly organised by the AAM and Performers 
Against Racism provided a valuable rallying point for this cam- 
paign. The moves to  impose a ban on Equity members working 
in South Africa resulted in a referendum being held and a 
successful campaign produced a significant majority in favour of 

withdraw recognition from the Orange Free stateuniversity 
architecture school. This year the decision was extended to  
cover Cape Town, Wits and Natal universities, and the success of 
the campaign overturned eight years of bilateral links with South 
African universities. This campaign has in turn prompted the 
formation in September 1986 of UK Architects against Apart- 
heid, which is now campaigning for the severance of all links 
between RIBA and South Africa. 
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in September 1984. 
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Emergency campaign 
Launched bv SATIS in Mar 
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in South Africa and Namibia, and providing a wider ca 
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organisations, and has enabled SATIS to 
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Death sentences 
The campaign against judicial er apartheid 
become a priority of SATIS's WO me is increasi 
using the death sentence against political opponents. 











detention. Representations to the British governbent by SATIS 
and AAM on this case resulted in their intervening with the 
South African authorities. SATIS has also produced a campaign 
pack with posters, leaflets, and a declaration which has been 
widely circulated. A Sharpeville Six postcard 
produced by the AAM Women's Committee and S%S.%$ 
local AA groups and other organisations have-taken upisthe case 
of the Six, who are currently imprisoned awaiting thqappeal 
against their sentences. In South Africa, the United Democratic 
Front has launched a campaign to save their lives, and iwrna- 
tlonally both the OAU and the UN Special Committee ag@inst 
Apartheid have issued appeals to the apartheid regime on their 
behalf. i 

CLARENCE XULU, LUCKY PAYI, ANDREWZONDO 
On 9 September 1986, three men were executed in South ~ f r i c i  
Two of them, Payi and Xulu, had been sentenced in February 
1985 for murder, and the third, Andrew Zondo, on13 December 
1985 for planting a bomb in a supermarket. Despite appeals 
from SATIS and a large eve-of-execution vigil, the Britishgovern- 
ment refused to intervene in these cases. Publicity material 
was produced, including posters and leaflets, and several SATIS 
supporters made protests to MPS and the government. On 6 April 
1986, SATIS held a vigil attended by nearly 300 people at St 
Martin in the Fields to draw attention to all the people facing 
the death sentence. 

Political trials 
Lengthy trials have become a feature of the repressive machinery 
employed by the regime to suppress resistance in the townships 
of South Africa and in Namibia. Putting people engaged in resis- 
tance on trial is used as an instrument of repression even if 
convictions do not result - the rate of convictions in South 
Africa has been very low. A very large number of trials, most 
involving armed resistance, are currently taking place with a 
potential that many of the treason and 'terrorism' charges may 
result in death sentences. The large number of trials has meant 
that SATIS has only been able to focus campaigns on a few of 
these but has made use of the pamphlet produced in June 1985, 
Political Trials in South Africa -judicial instruments of repres- 
sion, to draw attention to the nature of political trials under 
apartheid. 

. . 
U&*YÃˆEASO TRIAL CAMPAIGN 
The campaign launched by SATIS in March 1985 to secure the 
release of the 16 leaders of the United Demtlmatic Front, charged 
with 'high treason', was wound up in December 1985 when 12 
of the 16 were acquitted after the 'evidence* of the prosecution's 
key witnesses was clearly shown to be untenable. A large number 
of representations from organisations, including the UN, 
Amnesty and the World Council of Churches, were made in this 
case. The SATIS petition was widely taken up. The chair of 
SATIS, solicitor Geoffrey Bindrnan, represented the Interna- 
tional Commission of Jurists as an observer at the start of the 
trial in October 1985, and on his return published articles in the 
national press and led a SATIS delegation to meet the then 
minister of state at the Foreign Office, Malcolm Rifkind, to 
make representations on this and other trials in South Africa. . 

THE SAAWU FOUR 
The four men who were not acquitted in December 1985 were 
all members of the South African Allied Workers' Union 
(SAAWU). SATIS continued to campaign for their release under 
the auspices of the emergency campaign. An extensive briefing 
on the four and the trial was prepared and circulated, especially 
to national trade unions. During the AAM Trade Union Week of 
Action, SATIS arranged for a letter protesting at the continuing 
trial of the four, signed by the general secretaries of the five civil 
service unions, to be handed into the South African embassy. 
This letter was published in the African Times, and several trade 
union journals took up the case. In March 1986, the four were 
also acquitted of all charges. 

THE VAAL 22 
On 11 June 1985,22 people - UDF leaders, trade unionists and 
black consciousness activists - were charged with treason. 

Geoffrey Bindman was refused access to the accused during his 
visit to South Africa. Articles by him and a campaign pack con- 
sisting of a briefing paper, photographs and leaflets prepared by 
SATIS were thoroughly circulated. Some of the people in this 
trial have been held for over two years in detention; the trial 
opened on 21 January 1986 and has dragged on for many 
months -another example of how the courts are used to immo- 
b i i  anti-apartheid activists. 

THE NAMIBIA SEVEN 
On 4 February 1986, the trial opened of seven Namib i i  
charged with 'participating in terrorist activities'. SATIS 
supported the Namibia Support Committee's picket on that 
date and jointly arranged a further demonstration at the South 
African embassy on 15  March. The seven were sentenced on 
7 May to periods of between five and 16  years. Another impor- 
tant trial of eight Namibi i ,  again facing charges of 'terrorism', 
started in August 1986; the NSC and SATIS are currently diis- 
cussing initiatives in this campaign. 

&litical and detainees 
The large number of people detained in South Africa and 
Namibia, and the steeply rising number of political prisoners, 
has involved SATIS in considerable activity. Many organisations 
wanting to campaign for the release of detainees and political 
prisoners have approached SATIS for information and guidance. 
Several local AA groups have taken up the cases of prisoners 
serving long sentences, and SATIS has been able to use its 
mailing scheme to distribute material on a number of different 
cases. A briefing paper, Detainees and Political Prisoners in 
South Africa and Namibia, was produced in September 1986. 
The emergency campaign has also encouraged different consti- 
tuencies (ie, trade unionists, students, churches) to take up the 
cases of similar groups detained in Southern Africa. Two 'Free 
all South African and Namibian Political Prisoners' posters have 
been produced in 1986. 

Local AA groups have been encouraged to focus part of their 
campaigning work specifically around the emergency campaign, 
especially with issues such as the Sharpeville Six. SATIS has 
contributed workshops, stalls and speakers at a number of major 
events. For example, SATIS held a stall at the massive AAM 
Festival on 28 June 1986 which attracted many signatures for 
the Sharpeville Six declaration. SATIS also helped coordinate 
the Christmas list which again attracted thousands of cards and 
messages of support to the families of those suffering political 
repression under apartheid. 

The emergency campaign has attracted strong support and, in 
order to maintain the campaigning momentum, SATIS is con- 
vening a national conference on political repression in Southern 
Africa scheduled to t&e place in December 1986. 

Free 
Nelson Mandela 
Campaign I 

Â 

The international campaign to free Nelson Mandela continued 
the momentum built up over the years. The importance of 
Mandela as a symbol of a free non-racial South Africa is univer- 
sally recognised. Almost without exception, the worldwide 
statements on apartheid have called for the unconditional release 
of Mandela as a precondition to any possibility of meaningful 
negotiations. There was intense speculation in the f i t  few 
months of 1986 that his release was imminent, but Mandela's 
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Areas of Work 
Much of the Movement's resources goes into the mobilisation of different sections of the community in support 
of its policies. The major campaigns undertaken during the past 12 months and the tremendous growth in general 
support for the Movement has meant that the level of servicing has not always been of the level desired. A 
number of steps have been taken to ..rectify this situation, in particular the expansion of the number of staff 
members involved in campaign work. However, the tremendous growth in local groups, student work and trade 
union work alone has been such that it has proved difficult to keep pace with developments. Other areas, such as 
local authority action against apartheid, have not received the attention they warrant. This report describes some 
of the key areas of work but it by no means covers the full extent of activity undertaken, and nor does it include 
a wide range of organisations which are active in the anti-apartheid struggle. 

Trade Unions 
The trade union movement has thrown its 
weight behind the A N ' S  campaigns in 
response tp the intensified repression in 
South Africa, and has devoted unprece- 
dented resources to the fight against 
apartheid. 

This welcome boost to the Movement's 
work derives much of its impetus from 
the rising levels of workers' struggles and 
trade union organisation and unity In 
South Africa, with the formation of 
COSATU d t  the end of 1985 being a 
notable measure of the advances made. 

Thousands of trade unionists were 
detained under the first partial state of 
emergency and the second national one 
from 12 June 1986. The detention of 
many key elements of the national and 
local leadership of COSATU indicated that 
this body, which had played a major role 
in the huge stay-aways of 1 May and 16 
June, was a special target of the regime's 
repression. 

The AAM Trade Union Committee, 
working closely with SATIS and SACTU, 
has sought to give the greatest possible 
exposure to the repression of trade union- 
ists in South Africa. At the same time, 
the trade union movement has become 
more involved in work on political 
prisoners generally, making a definite 
contribution to the vigils in solidarity 
with Benjamin Moloise in October 1985 
and with Xulu, Payi and Zondo in Sep- 
tember 1986. 

Trade unionists have continued to 
organise and participate in campaigning 
activities. Five major civil s p i c e  unions 
(IPCS, IRSF, CSU, SOPS and CPSA) 
picketed the South African embassy in 
April and a joint letter from their general 
secretaries was handed in. Other note- 
worthy contributions to campaigning 
activities were made by GLATC, with its 
picket and deputation to Downing Street, 
followed by a demonstration at the 
embassy on the eve of the Commonwealth 
mini-summit; by ACTT at the RFU 
centenary match at Twickenham in April, 
where the Movement demonstrated against 
South African participation; and by the 
FBU at the Marlborough House vigil in 
August 1986. 

Outstanding was the contribution of 
the trade union movement to the AM's  
two massive demonstrations in November 
and June. Without the organisational, 
financial and human resources of our 

national' and local trade union affiliates 
and the participation of rank-and-file 
trade union activists, two such resounding 
successes would have been impossible to 
imagine. It is unnecessary to list indivi- 
dually those of our affiliated unions who 
participated in AAM's campaigning acti- 
vities in the past year - they all did. 

The South-West Region of the TUC 
worked with local AA groups as well as 
the AAM office to organise a highly 
successful SACTU speaking tour which 
took in the Avonmouth docks. The 
executive committee of COSATU autho- 
rised one of its members to visit Britain 
for a short period in MayIJune. After 
addressiig the NALGO conference, the 
speaker was able to fulfil a number of 
engagements m Scotland. Similarly, the 
AAM together with the NUM was able to 
organise a speaking tour in July 1986 for 
an official of the South African NUM 
who was involved in the Counter Infor- 
mation Service's campaign against 
Consolidated Gold Fields. There is no 
doubt that such speaking tours can be of 
immense value both to the speaker and 
the audience, seeking inspiration and 
news direct from Southern Africa. 

The trade union committee has 
followed closely developments within the 
trade union movement in South Africa 
and Namibia. Complementing its dose 
work with SACTU and the ANC, the 
AAM has also maintained contact with a 
number of non-racial democratic unions 
operating openly in South Africa as well 
as the new confederation of COSATU. 
The Emergency South African Miners' 
Strike Fund, with Peter Heathfield as one 
of the trustees, was able to send nearly 
Â£10,00 to help relieve the hardship 
resulting from the official South African 
NUM's strike <rf 1985. 

Close liaison is maintained with 
SACTU over all aspects of the AAM's 
trade union work, and the AAM was 
honoured to be invited to attend the 
thirty-first ' anniversary of SACTU 
commemoration in March 1986. 

Trade union action for sanctions 
Action among British trade unionists has 
drawn much inspiration from the conti- 
nuing struggle of the Dunnes Stores 
strikers in Dublin. The 11 women and 
one man, who have been in dispute since 

17  July 1984 for following their union's 
policy ofxefusing to handle South African 
and Narnibian produce, scored a significant 
victory when the Irish government 
announced a ban on the importation of 
South African agricultural produce, to 
take effect from 1 Jaiuary 1987. How- 
ever, despite numerous approaches from 
the Irish Distributive and Administrative 
Trade Union to the employers, the 12 
remain effectively locked out until the 
new year. AAM has maintained the strike 
fond set up in 1984, and Mary Manning, 
the IDATU member who initially refused 
to hand apartheid produce, addressed the 
March for Freedom on 28 June. In addi- 
tion, representatives of the Dunnes Stores 
strikers have addressed many meetings up 
and down the country over the past year. 

In January 1986, a dispute began in 
Portsmouth which has been likened to 

t h e  situation in Dublin. Workers in the 
stores of Portsmouth Health Authority 
followed NUPE policy and began to nego- 
(date with management about the handling 
of South African and Namibii goods. 
Despite every effort to reach an agreement 
whereby the apartheid produce was 
phased out of the stores' inventory (where 
it comprised only 13  out of 6,000 items), 
the health authority sent workers home 
early, docked pay, brought in outside 
contractors to do NUPE members' work, 
and eventually first threatened to sack 
those involved (which by March also 
involved COHSE catering staff and 
TGWU distribution staff) and then locked 
out those in dispute. 

The AAM worked closely in conjunc- 
tion with NUPE at a local and national 
level to coordinate publicity for the 
dispute and aid for those involved, whose 
basic wage was less than Â£6 per week. 
An immediate appeal was sent out to all 
AAM members and affiliates, which was 
followed by a press conference given by 
Bishop Huddleston and Rodney Bicker- 
staffe, general secretary of NUPE. The 
authority then began to admit emergencies 
only to the hospitals in its area in an 
attempt to force by moral blackmail 
those in dispute to return to work. 

Eventually, the health authority sus- 
pended its threat to dismiss the NUPE 
members for three months and, follow- 
ing that period of time, there has been a 
stand-off between union and management, 
with the health authority claiming that 
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Council of Churches, the Church of 
England Synod and the Catholic Bishops' 
Conference. The mass lobby for sanctions 
on 17 June was endorsed by the BCC and 
Christian Concern for Southern Africa, 
both of which played an active role in its 
organisation. 

Large meetings organised for the Revd 
Beyers Naude and Revd Frank Chikane, 
by the BCC and CUR respectively, were 
supported by the AAM and provided the 
opportunity for an AAM bookstall and 
mobilisation among the religious 
community, a large number of whom also 
supported the November and June 
demonstrations. 

This increased activity reflects the 
growing resistance in South Africa and 
Namibia of religious groups and churches 
responding to the development of the 
liberation struggle. In October 1985, the 
Kairos Document ('Kairos' = the decistee 
moment of truth) was issued in South' 
Africa and published in Britain by the 

S BCC and CUR. A radical theological 
statement produced at the grassroots, it 
not only finally lays to rest any possibility 
of theological justification for apartheid, 
but moves the theology of those who 
oppose apartheid to a new stage, where 
the church must be clearly seen in action 
on the side of the oppressed and not 
stand as a 'third force' between oppressor 

exciting document 
support and acts as a 

wide sections of anti- 
- activity in the religious 

ty, both in South Africa and 
internationally. 

In addition to the growing number of 
denominations involved with and 
supporting the AAM, August also saw the 
formation of 'Jews Against Apartheid', 
whose inaugural meeting was addressed by 
Denis Goldberg of the ANC and received 
messages of support from a number of 
Jewish community organisations. 

Our thanks to Fr Steve Reith for his 
invaluablevoluntary work to help establish 
the Multi-Faiths Committee. 

Pot it ical 
Parties 
The Movement has continued to cooperate 
with a wide variety of political parties 
and organisations which support the 
AAM and its policies, and to seek to 
influence those which have different 
approaches to the situation in Southern 
Africa. 

The increasing unity for the imposition 
of sanctions against apartheid South 
Africa among opposition parties was 
clearly demonstrated by the participation 
of the Labour, Liberal and Social Demo- 
cratic party leaders in the mass parliamen- 
tary lobby for sanctions on 17 June. 
Plaid Cymru and the Scottish Nationalist 
Party also participated actively in the 

event, which was organised by the AAM 
in cooperation with a number of other 
organisations (see Parliament). 

At the Labour Party conference of 
October 1985, the party's support for 
comprehensive mandatory sanctions was 
reaffirmed in the resolution adopted. The 
highlight of the conference as a whole 
was the address by President Oliver 
Tambo and the welcome accorded him by 
delegates and visitors. In addition, the 
party adopted a statement on Southern 
Africa from the NEC which outlined its 
policy in more detail. The Labour Party 
has also participated actively in many 
AAM or AAM-supported events, including 
the 2 November March Against Apartheid, 
the Emergency South African Miners 
Strike Fund, the ten days of local autho- 
rity action against apartheid in June, as 
well as the March and Festival for Free- 
(torn on 28 June. 

The Movement has continued t o  
*lop its relationship with the party's 
policy directorate, which produced a 
special leaflet in support of sanctions, 
and the press and conununications depart- 
ment, which awjabd in the wblicity for 
the vigil for sanctions in August 

Overall, the Movement's relations with 
the Labour Party have improved signifi- 
cantly, with greater support for the Move- 
ment's policies now than for many years. 

The liberal Party has also built upon 
the support for the Movement chronicled 
in last year's annual report. The party was 
represented at both national demonstra- 
tions, as well as the mass lobby, the 
Commonwealth vigil for sanctions and, 
following the political changes in local 
authorities as a result of the local elections 
in May, the ten days of local authority 
action against apartheid. In particular, the 
Movement has been able to have a number 
of meetings with the party leader and 
deputy leader in order to discuss issues of 
common concern. Support for tile Move- 
ment has continued to be forthcoming 
from the Young Liberals, who hosted an 
Anti-Apartheid meeting at the annual 
Liberal Joint Assembly in Eastbourne in 
September 1986, which attracted a large 
attendance. In addition to the leader and 
deputy leader of the party, Sirnon Hughes 
MP has also been active, representing the 
party at various AAM activities during the 
year. 

The party consdidatad its policy posi- 
tion of 1985 by adopting an emergency 
resolution on comprehensive sanctions at 
the 1986 assembly* & 

The SDP has also developed its policy 
in favour of sanctions over the past 12 
months, and its relations with the AAM 
have become closer. The Movement held 
a fringe meeting and ran -a  bookstall at 
the party's annual conference in Harrogate 
for the first time in September. A policy 
statement, advocating mandatory selective 
sanctions against South Africa, was 
adopted, along with an emergency resolu- 
tion. The policy statement revealed the 
progress that had been made within the 
party over the last 12 month; however, 
there is still a need for more work to 

secure full support for the Movement's 
policies from the SDP. 

Relations with the Conservative Party 
at a national level have existed primarily 
in the realm of representations to the 
government over its policies and actions. 
The government has consistently acted as L 

'Pretoria's best friend* and on many 
occasions has found itself playing the role 
of sole protector of apartheid. 

However, growing dissatisfaction with 
Conservative Party policy has expressed 
itself in a number of ways. The formation v 

of Conservatives for Fundamental Change 
in Southern Africa was established by 
three Tory MRs following a visit to South 
Africa early in 1986. This body has called 
for limited measures to be introduced. 
More strident are the opinions of a 
number of Conservative councillors and 
pressure groups. The Tory Reform Group 
in particular released a statement in July 
urging the immediate imposition of sanc- 
tions on South Africa. 

Plaid Cymru and the SNP continue to 
give their active backing to the AAM, as 
have the Communist Party and various 
components of the Green movement, 
including the Ecology Party. 

As events in Southern Africa continued 
to doniinate both domestic and interna- 
tional politics for much of the year, the 
upsurge of interest in the AAM and its 
campaigns from various left political 
groups reported last year has been main- 
tained. While this support is generally 
welcomed, there continue to be differ- 
ences of approach and understanding of 
developments in the region amongst 
certain of these groups. 

Parliament 

The AAM has been more active than ever 
before at a parliamentary level, briefing 
members of both Houses, submitting 
evidence to select committees, and res- 
ponding to numerous debates, parliamen- 
tary questions and statutory instruments 
that have passed through the Houses of 
Parliament in the past 12 months. 

Members of all parties have been left 
in no doubt by AAM members and 
supporters in their constituencies that 
action is demanded on apartheid. In the 
Commons, the Parliamentary Labour 
Party Anti-Apartheid Group, under the 
secretaryship of Richard Caborn MP, has 
ensured, together with the efforts of the 
other two main opposition parties, that 
Southern Africa has dominated foreign 
affairs question time. Richard Cabom and 
the AAM were fortunate to be able to 
count on the work of Sue Walmsley, who 
serviced the PLPAAG until she left 
Pari'iament to take up a new appointment 
in June 1986. 

Among the other major events in both 
Houses this year have been: 



United Nations (Namibia) Bill: 
introduced by Lord Hatch in July 1985, 
the bill narrowly failed to pass the second 
reading stage in October, the government's 
majority being just 16. 

Following the South Africa (Sanctions) 
Bill introduced under the 10-minute rule 
in July 1985, Richard Cabom again 
introduced a simiiy-worded bill in this 
parliamentary year. The government 
chose on this occasion to vote down the 
measure. 

A Statutory Instrument was laid by 
the government in February 1986 
removing the obligation on retailers and 
suppliers to place a 'country of origin' 
mark on many goods. Some movement in 
this direction was to be expected under a 
1985 ruling by the European Court. 
However, the government's action far 
exceeded the requirements of the court 
order, which itself left room for such 
marking to remain on goods on a 
voluntary basis. Labour members, led by 
Neil Kinnock, tabled an early day motion 
to revoke the Statutory Instrument. 

The AAM submitted evidence to the 
Parliamentary Select Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, which also heard 
evidence from ANC president Oliver 
Tambo. 

The government has been shown to be 
inconsistent in its appraisal of the 
Southern African situation, and the prime 
minister in particular has caused herself 
and her party some embarrassment in her 
handling of the matter under intense 
parliamentary scrutiny. The Foreign 
Office and the prime minister have shown 
themselves to be uncertain on matters of 
fact relating to the impact of sanctions on 
the UK economy. 

The opposition has devoted its parlia- 
mentary time to two debates on the 
Southern Africa crisis in the past parlia- 
mentary year, and has proposed a number 
of anti-apartheid amendments to  other 
pieces of government legislation. 

The Movement has had the opportu- 
nity to discuss the issues at stake with 
senior figures in the Parliamentary Liberal 
Party on a number of occasions during 
the year. 

In the Conservative Party, the fonna- 
tion of 'Conservatives for Fundamental 
Change in Southern Africa* was a sign of 
the differences of opinion emerging in 
that party's ranks. The AAM has yet to 
meet formally with CFFCSA, but looks 
forward to doing so. 

Mass Parliamentary Lobby 
for Sanctions 
As reported elsewhere in this publication, 
the mass parliamentary lobby for sanc- 
tions took place on 17 June.-It attracted 
over 3,000 participants, and speakers at 
the two meetings in Westminster Cathe- 
dral Hall and the Grand Committee 
Room included Neil Kinnock, David 
Owen and David Steel. In addition, 
Norman Williis, TUC general secretary, 
Phillip Morgan of the BCC, and Denis 

Healey MP took part. The lobby was an 
historic event for the AAM, as it involved 
dose coordination with a number of 
national organisations, for the first time 
for such purposes, namely the BCC, TUC 
and UNA, and also the Namibia Support 
~om&tee and the National Steering 
Committee for Local Authority Action 
against Apartheid, to name but some. 

This was a highly successful lobby 
from which much useful information was 

gleaned regarding the position of a 
majority of MPS on the question of the 
imposition of sanctions. A majority of 
the returns were in fact from Conserva- 
tive members, and indicated a number of 
areas where further work may well bring 
satisfactory results. Special recognition 
must to given to Kathy Jones of the 
British Council of Churches for her work 
in processing the information from the 
lobby returns. 



Information 

For the first time in Anti- 
Apartheid News' history, the 
Movement's accounts for the 
year to 30 June 1986 show a 
surplus of income from sales 
of the newspaper add paid 
advertising (Â£15,017 over 
expenditure (Â£14,852) 

This, combined with 
circulation figures averaging 
18-20,000 over the period 
covered by this report (com- 
pared with 7,000 at the end 
of 1982), is good news for the 
AAM. There is no doubt in 
the minds of the members of 
AA News' editorial board that 
the AAM's regular newspaper, 
which is recognised all owr 
the world as a leading v* of 
the anti-apartheid movement 
despite being produced with 
minimal resources ,m a shoe- 
string budget, has a large as 

yet :  untapped potential for . As the board 

'AA News is the most 
important publication of the 

It is one of the mab 
channels through which new 
supporters are introduced to 
the AAM's policies and 
become members and 
activists. It provides AAM 
activists with news and 
information about the 
struggles they are supporting 
in Southern Africa.. . It helps 
to unite the AAM through 
common understanding of the 
issues at stake.. . AA News is 
a highly saleable product 
toOtigh bo@campaigning 
and comqs ia l  outlets and it 
has the c&iityt$be an 
important revenueapqr fox 
the AAM. * -> '" A . 

'Today, AA News nee^s to 
be brought up-front. It has 
the capacity to work a great 
deal harder for the AAM and 
the liberation struggle, both 
in mobilising political support 
and in raising funds.. . The 
newspaper is on the brink of 
a potential breakthrough - 
but to achieve this it needs 
the support of the AAM's 
members and local groups, 
those who read it, sell it, 
promote it and use it in 
campaigns.' 

Editorial content 
Events in Southern Africa over 
the past year, and the enor- 
mous growth in public interest 
in the liberation struggles in 
Namibia and South Africa, 
have presented AA News with 
an immense editorial 
challenge. The paper has 
always fulfilled a number of 
different functions through 
its Werage and analysis of 
events in Southern Africa, as 

weft as reporting on past, 
present and forthcoming 
campaigns at local, national 
sad  international level, and 
serves a wide readership with 
varying needs. 

The imposition of the state 
of emergency in South Africa, 
and the consequent decline in 
the quality and usefulness (as 
opposed to quantity) of , 

mainstream press and other 
media coverage of events 
inside the country, has placed 
an added responsibility on 
AA News to communicate the 
assessments and views of those 
in the ifront line of popular 
resistance to apartheid. 
Features of special mention 
which have appeared in AA 
News OF@ tee year to Septem- 
ber $986 include interviews 
with and articles on or by 
ANC president Oliver Tambo, 
ANC secretary -general Alfred 
Nzo, ANC head of inforrna- 
tion and publicity Thabo 
Mbeki, ANC national execu- 
tive member Aziz Pahad, head 
of the ANC women's secre- 
lariat Gertrude Shope, Jonas 
Gwangwa and Ndonda Khuze 
of the ANC cultural ensemble 
Amandla, COSATU central 
executive member Themba, 
Nxumalo, Port Elizabeth 
community leader and 
consumer boycott organiser 
Mkuseli Jack, UDF leader 
Revd Frank Chiikane, Natal 
Organisation of Women chair 
Noziwe Madlala, and NUSAS 
president Brendan Barry. 

On Namibia, AA News has 
to tackle the almost total 
silence of the mainstream 
media, and indeed a lack of 
interest in the struggle in 
inverse proportion to the 

attention focused on South 
Africa itself. AA News has 
published interviews with and 
articles by the chief represen- 
tative of SWAPO in Britain, 
Shapua Kaukungua, SWAPO 
head of information and 
publicity Hidipo Hamutenya, 
SWAPO deputy secretary for 
information and publicity 
Kandy Nekova, Ida Jimmy of 
tile SWAPO women's council, 
andSWAPO member Philimon 
Itula. It  has worked closely 
with other organisations con- 
cerned to raise the profile of 
the Namibian struggle in.  
Britain, particularly the 
Namibia Support Committee, 
International Defence and 
Aid Fund, and the Namibia 
Communications Centre. 

The 1985 AAM annual 
general meeting adopted a 
number of resolutions with 
implications for AA News, by 
suggesting special editorial 
attention to the issues of 
apartheid 'reform', destabili- 
sation of the front line states, 
the role of the South African 
embassy in London, racism in 
Britain, South African propa- 
ganda, and the use of the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act 
against members of the libera- 
tion movements. Features 
published in response have 
included centre spreads on 
the front line states and South 
African aggression, 'reforms' 
and the state of emergency, 

' and the schools boycott, 
articles by Suresh Kamath of 
the AAM executive (on racism 

.and apartheid), by Marga 
Holness and Richard Helmore 
of the Angolan press agency 
ANGOP, Paul Fauvet of the 
Moztfmbique press agency 
AIM, and contributions from 
Jagun Akinshegun of the St 
Paul's apartheid-free zone in 
Bristol and Shafiur Rahman 
of. South African Concerns 
You in Scotland. 

Other contributors during 
the year have included Glenys 
Kinnock, Adrian Long 
(National Union of Students), 
Stanley Clinton Davis, Earl 
Bousquet (St Lucia AAM, 
Caribbean), Vaughan Jones 
(Namibia Churches Action), 

Seumas Milne, Phil Baker 
(Oxfam), Paul Johns (CND 
national chair), Andy Coup- 
land (Joint Docklands Action 
Group), Revd Brian Brown 
(British Council of Churches), 
Mike Pye (Sheffield city 
council), Louis Mahoney 
(Performers Against Racism), 
Dali Tarnbo (Artists Against 
Apartheid), Tony Schiavone 
(Welsh Language Society), 
Alan Whitehead (leader, 
Southampton city council), 
Akwe Amosu, Lydia Merrill 
(Nuclear Free Zone network), 

" Rt Hon Denis Healey MP, and 
Chris Searie. 

'Challenging Apartheid' 
The AA News editorial board 
has paid special attention 
during the year to the impli- 
cations of the proposed 
constitutional changes in the 
AAM and in particular the 
introduction of a nationally 
integrated, two-tier member- 
ship structure. The latter 
implies both a much increased 
circulation for AA News 
through its systematic distri- 
bution to local AA members 
as wdl as national, and a heavy 
responsibility on AA local 
groups to enable such distri- 
bution to be achieved. 

On 2 March 1986, thes 
editorial board convened a 
special meeting for AA News 
readers, users, sellers and 
contributors to discuss, inter 
alia, the implementation of 
proposed constitutional chan- 
ges. The meeting, attended by 
representatives of AA local 
groups, national and executive 
comrnihe members and 
others, welcomed the 
proposed introduction of a 
Campaign Bulletin to supple- 
ment the role of AA News 
and to relieve some of the 
editorial burden from it. It  
also pointed to the great deal 
of hard work that has to be 
done to ensure that AA News 
takes full advantage of the 
potential for increasing circu- 
lation and sales as the Move- 
ment expands and changes. 

The editorial board has 
since been seeking to hnple- 
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The Media 

Southern Africa has again 
featured prominently in the 
press and other media during 
the period covered by this 
report. Despite the existence 
of a news clampdown under 
the two states of emergency 
in force during this period, 
events in South Africa were 
reported extensively. In sharp 
contrast, there has continued 
to be what amounts to a con- 
spiracy of silence over events 
in Namibia and on South 
Africa's war against the front 
line states. 

Last year it was reported 
that 'the media have also been 
obliged to report the growing 
crisis in western policy 
towards Southern Africa and 
the campaign for sanctions 
and disinvestment'. This 
process has continued. Indeed 
it is important to record that 
there were some significant 
shifts in editorial policy in 
favour of sanctions measures. 
The Financial Times, Guar- 
dian, Mail on Sunday and the 
Qbfew all argued for 
stronger measures against 
South Africa. 

However, despite the 
crucial role that the Movement 

, has played in the campaign 

the two major demonstrations 
on 2 November and 28 June 
were poorly reported in the 
press, in contrast to television 
and radio coverage. The Move- 
ment's voice is still not 
adequately heard and this 
needs urgent attention. 

However, throughout the 
period covered by this report, 
the AAM headquarters has 
been constantly in contact 
with the media. Numerous 
re vests were received for 
in ? ormation, statements and 
interviews, and the Move- 
ment's profile in the foreign 
media has grown enormously. 
For example, the 2 November 
demonstration was headline 
news in the USA, and the 28 
June March and Festival was 
televised throughout the 
world. 

In Britain, the labour 
movement press, especially 
the Morning Star, Tribune 
and. Labour Weekly, have 
continued to play an invalu- 
able role in mobilising support 

for t h e  Movement's cam- 
paigns. Similar support has 
been forthcoming from the 
black community press and 
radio, and the religious press. 
There has also been a further 
marked increase in coverage 
in much of the trade union 
press. 

The Movement has conti- 
nued to organise press con- 
ferences and distribute press 
releases with the objective of 
securing reporting of AAM 
activities and policies. 

The 1985 AGM adopted a 

resolution recognising the 
need to counter South African 
propaganda in the media. 
Anti-Apartheid News has con- 
tributed to this campaign by 
encouraging representations 
to the IBA and individual TV 
companies. The Movement 
itself has made representations 
to the BBC and ITN on 
numerous occasions. Despite 
these activities, the South 
African embassy continues to 
have access to TV and radio 
in order to propagate the 
racist policies of the apartheid 

regime. An encouraging devel- 
opment in this field was the 
decision of the NUJ's interna- 
tional committee to encourage 
more media coverage of 
Namibia. 

The Movement would again 
like to take this opportunity 
to thank the many individual 
journalists in the press, radio 
and television who have 
striven hard to ensure effective 
coverage of the liberation 
struggle in Southern Africa 
and the work of the Anti- 
Apartheid Movement. 

Finance and fund-raising 
The financial situation of the Movement 
has again suffered as a result of the rapid 
expansion of the Movement's work. In 
the 1984185 annual report, a dramatic 
increase in expenditure was reported 
(from Â£102,75 in 1983184 to Â£155,75 
for 1984185). This had led to a deficit of 
some Â£22,802 There was an even greater 
increase in expenditure during 1985186 
to a total of Â£316,510 Income also rose 
significantly to Â£299,223 thus leaving a 
deficit of Â£17,28 over the financial year. 
This in turn resulted in an accumulated 
deficit on the Movement's general account 
of Â£26,690 

The main factor which led to this situation 
was tile very large deficit incurred for the 
Match and Festival on 28 June - 
amounting to well over Â£40,000 If giants 
and donations anticipated in support of 
this event had been forthcoming, then the 
general accoun could have been back in 
credit. 

These financial results have prompted 
serious discussion in the executive and 
national committees. A number of key 
decisions have been taken, including 
agreement to appoint a finance officer 
&d the strengthking of the fund-raising 
work of the Movement. The Movement's 
finance committee has been enlarged and 
the system for invoicing has been 
computerised. However, the underlying 
trend remains unhealthy. The regular 
income required to maintain the 
functioning of the HQ,the produ&ion 
and distribution of AA News, and the 
servicing of the membership and local 
groups is now over Â£12,00 a month, and 
likely to rise in the future. An appreciation 
of the importance of fund-raising for the 
Movement itself still remains restricted to 
a limited number of key activists. 

Once again the Movement is indebted to 
all those who contributed to the range of 
fund-raising activities it has organised, 
and to all those who have donated so 
generously to the Movement. Sponsored 

events continue to be an important part 
of the fund-raising work. Paul Annegarn 
once again took part in the London 
Marathon; the Cycle for Mandela attracted 
a greater number of participants; and the 
number, size and revenue of the Soweto 
Walks organised by local groups has 
increased dramatically. 

As joint authors of the 1987 Pluto Big 
Red Dmry on Southern Africa, the AAM 
compiled and edited their yearly diary. 
Apart from the political importance of a 
widely distributed and attractive 
condensed guide to South Africa and 
Namibia, it is hoped that substantial 
income will be generated from its sale. 

An emergency presidential appeal, widely 
distributed and more attractively 
produced, recouped over Â£6,00 - the 
best response to such an appeal the 
Movement has yet received. 

Goods and gifts continued to be a vital 
regular source of funds. The range and 
volume of goods provided by the AAM 
HQ have much increased. Despatch and 
demand for these over the Christmas 
period was up on last year. A particular 
success was the huge volume of goods 
sold at the Movement's March and Festival 
for Freedom on 28 June. Two new lines 
of T-shirts, mugs, badges, etc, were sold 
at a ferocious rate. Hard-working 
volunteers on the day deserve special 
mention, for their contribution made this 
possible. Local AA group work on gdds  
continues: Tyneside AA and Sheffield 
AA have joined Brent and Bamet AA in 
establishing and sustaining fund-raising 
products. 

Finally, a special note of appreciation 
must be made for Mr Arthur Prior, the 
Movement's auditor, for his assistance 
and advice. Thanks should also be 
expressed to the GLC for a major grant 
for equipment to the Movement and the 
London AA Committee. 



MEMBERSHIP 

Organisation 

The year 1985186 has seen an increasing level of support for the 
Anti-Apartheid Movement from both organisations and indivi- 
duals, and this is reflected in the significant increase in the AAATs 
membership. The total number of new members this year was 
5,000, which is more than double the number of individuals 
who joined in the year 1984185. 

There are some 850 organisations affiliated to  the AAM. 
These include made trade union and political party branches. 
There has also been a significant increase in the number of 
women's organisations affiliating to the Movement. There 
continues to be a tremendous variety of organisations affiliated, 
including student, youth and church groups, and a number of 
community relations councils. The breadth of support for the 
AAM is also reflected by a number of national organisations 
which have joined this year, including the Indian Workers' 
Association, Women Against Pit Closures and Red Wedge. 
There have been about 500 new affiliations this year. 

The total membership of individuals and organisations now 
stands at approximately 8,500, which is an increase of 3,500 on 
the previous year. This increase is very encouraging but there is 
a high proportion of members and member organisations who 
are not renewing their membership. New procedures for renewals 
are being introduced to try and ensure that a much higher 
percentage of renewals is achieved. 

Local groups have an enormous potential for increasing the 
membership, as most local activists are still not national members. 
If wider support for our policies and campaigns is to be secured, 
it is of the utmost importance that the AAM expands and 
consolidates its membership rapidly. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The annual general meeting is the major opportunity during the 
year for AAM members to play a part in formulating policy and 
discussing campaigning plans for the yeas ahead. Resolutions 
adopted form the framework of policy for the AAM, and consti- 
tutional changes have to be ratified by the AGM. 

Each year notice is sent out for the AGM inviting members 
and affiliated organisations to  submit resolutions to the AGM 
and to nominate individual members to serve on the national 
committee of the Movement. At the AGM itself members discuss 
and vote on motions and elect 30 individual members to serve 
on the national committee from those nominated. A three- 
person standing orders committee, elected by the AGM, is 
responsible for the conduct of business. 

At the 1985 AGM a total of 16 resolutions were adopted 
covering a range of areas of campaigning work. Messages were 
received from the president of SWAPO, the NEC of the ANC 
and the NEC of the UDF. Well over 1,000 members and delegates 
from affiliated organisations participated. 

An important decision was taken that in future the AGM 
would be held over two days and that a registration fee should 
be introduced. One result of this was that it proved impossible 
to find a venue for the AGM during the autumn of 1986, when 
the meeting would normally have taken place, and as a result 
the national committee reluctantly decided to postpone the 
AGM to January 1987. The AGM also requested the national 
committee to consider the proposals which had been drawn up 
by the Movement's development sub-committee to strengthen 
and expand the organisational basis of the Movement. This 
matter is reported on fully in the section on the national 
committee below. 

The AGM also ratified an amendment to the constitution 
adopted by the national committee which restricted attendance 
at the AGM to individuals who had been in membership three 
months prior to the A G ~ .  

NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
The national committee is the policy-making body of the Move- 
ment and carries out its work within the framework of AGM 
resolutions. Its members comprise the president, vice-presidents 
and sponsors, 30 individual members elected at the AGM, one 
representative of each local AA group and regional committee, 
and representatives of 25 national or regional member organisa- 
tions elected annually from amongst such organisations. The 
Southern African liberation movements attend the national 
committee in a special category with observer status, and 
observers are also invited from organisations and groups support- 
ing the aims of the AAM. Up to 10 individuals may be coopted. 

The scope of activity and workload of the national committee 
have expanded significantly, reflecting the overall growth of the 
Movement. The national committee met five times during the 
period covered by this report. Its f i t  meeting, in December 
1985, was primarily concerned with electing the new executive 
and other Movement office-holders. It  alsogave initial considera- 
tion to the work required to implement the resolutions adopted 
at the AGM. This meeting decided in principle to call the March 
and Festival for Freedom in Namibia and South Africa on 28 
June 1986, together with a series of other initiatives as part of 
an 'Agenda for Action' which had originally been presented to 
the AGM. The executive committee was requested to bring 
proposals to  the next national committee meeting on W 
restructuring of the AGM. 

The February meeting of the national committee provided 
the first opportunity for a detailed discussion of the development 
sub-committee's report on the future development of the Move- 
ment. This, together with a paper from the executive committee 
on the restructuring of the AGM, was debated at length. The 
meeting agreed in principle on the esta 
structure of national and local members, 
proposals of the sub-conunittee's repoh 
tee was empowered to produce#-r&&d report including 
proposals p the establishment of & ddegate AGM to the next 
national committee,together with necessary changes in the 
constitution and standing orders. This report, 'Challenging 
Apartheid', was subsequently prepared in draft form and widely 
circulated, and then presented to the April meeting of the 
national committee, where the revised proposals were again 
considered in detail. Finally, in July 1986, the national commit- 
tee adopted a series of amendments to the constitution and 
standing orders, and agreed that 'Challenging Apartheid' should 
be revised and then published for distribution to  the membership 
of the Movement as a whole. The meeting agreed that the 
amendments to the constitution should be forwarded to  the 
AGM for ratification. It was recognised by the national commit- 
tee throughout these discussions that the changes in the system 
of membership and the introduction of a delegate AGM were of 
great significance, and every effort has been made to promote 
the widest possible debate on this issue. 

The February national committee meeting also discussed a 
series of recommendations from the executive on the actions to 
be taken to implement the resolutions adopted by the AGM 
and, following discussion, agreed on a range of initiatives to be 
taken. It  also agreed to participate actively in the international 
campaign against Shell, and discussed a progress report on the 
implementation ~i the 'Agenda for Action'. This meeting was 
addressed by the acting president of the UN Council for Namibia, 
Ambassador Sinclair, and a national committee statement on 
Namibia was adopted. 

The April meeting's main item of discussion was the mobili- 
sation sad organisation of the March and Festival for Freedom 
in Namibia and South Africa on 28 June, and it agreed on a 
detailed budget and speakers to be invited. 

The July meeting, in addition to formally adopting the 
amendments to the constitution and standing orders, adopted 



plans for the Commonwealth mini-summit and for the Namibia 
Week of Action in the autumn. The last meeting of the national 
committee covered by this report was in September and it 
adopted the political report as well as considering a detailed 
financial report and the work of the Movement during the 
Commonwealth Games and mini-summit. 

There has been a marked and welcome increase in the number 
of local AA groups sending representatives to the meetings of 
the national committee; but many local groups still do not avail 
themselves of the right to take part. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The executive committee, which advises the national committee 
and sees to the execution of policy decided on, is the working 
committee of the Movement. It is elected by and from the 
national committee and consists of six officers of the Movement 
- the chairperson, up to two vice chairpersons, hon secretary, 
hon treasurer and executive secretary - and eight elected 
members. It can coopt up to six individuals to assist it in its 
work. It can also appoint sub-committees and these are currently 
the trade union, health, women's, multi-faiths, finance and fund- 
raising committees, as well as the editorial board of AA News. 
There is an international liaison group which coordinates the 
international work of the AAM. 

The executive committee meets at least monthly but can be 
called upon to meet more often if the necessity arises. 

The executive committee continued to take up with the 
government the implications of the Prevention of Terrorism Act, 
especially the case of the chief representative of SWAPO who 
was searched under powers contained in the Act when he entered 
Britain on 22 September 1985. MPS were extensively briefed by 
the Movement when the Act was being discussed in parliament, 
and numerous other initiatives have been taken on this matter. 
Particularly close liaison was maintained with the NCCL on this 
issue, as was also the case in relation to the campaign against the 
Public Order Bill. The Movement distributed NCCL briefings to 
local AA groups and urged them to campaign locally on the 
implications of the Bill's proposals for local anti-apartheid 
activity. At a national level, the Movement jointly sponsored a 
major rally with other campaigning organisations on 12  May 
1986, at which a speaker from the Movement outlined its oppo- 
sition to'(he key recommendations of the Bill. The Movement 
also participated in a demonstration outside parliament against 

the Bill and lobbied members of the House of Commons 
Standing Committee which considered the Bill in detail. 

The executive committee also established a March against 
Apartheid Defence Fund to assist those arrested following the 
2 November rally in Trafalgar Square. 

AAM HEADQUARTERS 
THE AAM HQ in Mandela Street is the nerve centre of the 
Movement. It is estimated that some quarter of a million items 
are now posted out each year and an equivalent amount of 
correspondence received. A very heavy burden thus falls on the 
staff and the team of committed volunteers who undertake the 
practical work to ensure the success of the Movement's cam- 
paigns. 
This year, the Movement suffered the loss in tragic circum- 

stances of Liz Hollis, its local groups organiser, who died in 
February 1986. Her death was a blow to her colleagues and 
many friends throughout the Movement. A meeting was held in 
her memory in April and funds raised in response to an appeal 
are planned to be used to buy an item of medical equipment for 
use at the ANC hospital at  Mazimbu. 

There have been a number of changes on the staff. Gate 
Clarke, the deputy secretary, left the staff in July 1986 after 
seven years working for the Movement, and Penny Weaver, who 
had worked as part time assistant to the executive secretary, left 
in March 1986, to be succeeded by Chitra Karve. Mick Flynn 
took over as local groups organiser, and his position as projects 
organiser was filled by Vanessa Eyre. Karen Talbot and Clive 
Nelson, who were appointed as temporary campaign workers in 
the autumn of 1985, were appointed to permanent posts ascam- 
paign organisers. Stuart Bell was also employed on a temporary 
basis to undertake company research. Carola Towie, who had 
filled the temporary vacancy caused by Sue Longbottom's 
maternity leave, continued to work a job-share with Sue but was 
moving to alternative employment when this report was being 
prepared. 

The Movement moved into its existing headquarters in the 
spring of 1983 but they are already too small for the number of 
staff and the volume of work being undertaken. Camden council 
provided temporary additional accommodation prior to the 28 
June demonstration, and plans are in hand for a further expan- 
sion of the headquarters. 






