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FOREWORD 

I am writing this foreword on the very day I leave for a major international 
conference on repression in apartheid South Africa, with particular reference to the 
detention and imprisonment of children. Everything indicates that this will be a 
fully representative international conference and it is a joy to realise that it will be 
held under the auspices of the Bishop Ambrose Reeves Trust. In this way it will 
certainly be a reminder of the outstanding witness of one of our former presidents, 
Bishop Ambrose Reeves. It  was he more than anyone else who, by his courageous 
intervention, drew the attention of the world to the Sharpeville massacre. He paid 
for this with years of exile, but continued most vigorously the campaign against 
apartheid and its efl consequences. His widow, Margaret, died earlier this year and 
I had the privilege of being with her shortly before she died. We owe a great debt to 
them both. 

No doubt reports of the conference will have appeared before you read this, but I 
have every hope it may be successful in again mobilising world opinion on the basic 
issue which is a moral issue, namely that apartheid, being evil in itself, is 
irreformable; abolition, total and complete, is the only course. 

Certainly, the Anti-Apartheid Movement has never wavered in its commitment to 
this end. It is sometimes deeply frustrating, after so many years of solidarity with 
the struggle inside South Africa and Namibia, to  find it necessary to repeat such an 
obvious truism. Nevertheless, the most powerful vested interests in the western 
democracies constantly return to the theme that 'nothing must be done to hinder 
the progress of reform'. 

This is, of course, the easiest way to relieve governments of any obligation to act. 
Since last year and the report of the Eminent Persons Group mission to Africa, the 
British government has continued to refuse to recognise what the report so 
positively demanded on behalf of the rest of the Commonwealth. In this way, 
although limited sanctions of one kind or another have been and arc being imposed, 
mandatory sanctions , which would have a really effective impact, have been 
blocked. This ill serves the peoples of South Africa and Namibia, and also those of 
the front line states in their constantly dangerous situation from South African 
aggression. 

In spite of all this, the Movement has had a triumphantly successful year in many 
directions. The symbol of our success was the final withdrawal of Barclays Bank 
from South Africa and our renewed and continuing campaign to mobilise world 
opinion against the activities of other multinational concerns, particularly Shell. 

One of the most encouraging signs of involvement in the Movement has been the 
vastly increased support at every level of the trade union movement. This has been 
given even greater significance by the magnificent fight of the National Union of 
Mineworkers inside South Africa in its three-week strike. This has shown that in 
the struggle within South Africa the most powerful force of all is certainly going to 
be the effective trade union movement. It  has already thrown up a remarkable 
leader in Cyril Ramaphosa, and a remarkable centre in COSATU. 

There is much else that I could mention, but I want above all else to appeal to our 
membership to unite behind our campaign for even greater local and regional effort. 
We are a solidarity movement and we need, therefore, to alert ordinary folk across 
the length and breadth of the country to their responsibility for helping in the 
struggle to end apartheid. 

We know now that governments do, in fact, take notice of popular opinion. We 
have shown over and over again by our rallies, by our media coverage and by the 
sheer moral weight of our arguments that public opinion can have a massive impact. 
We must not slacken in our efforts at any level, and above all we must be united in 
our planning and in all our actions in this crucial year. 

' I -~->~ÃˆVHUJ^BCJL^T O S .  

+ Trevor Huddleston CR 
President September 1987 



INTRODUCTION 
This introduction, which represents the political report of the Anti-Apartheid Movement, was unanimously adopted 

b y  the National Con~mLtee at its meeting of 12 September 1987. 

This decade has seen a further cL  tic itLnslficatlcn 
of the people's struggle for fieedom and independence 
in Namibia and South Africa. However, having truly 
seized the strategic initiative from the apartheid regime, 
the peoples of Namibia and South Africa have now had 
to face the most draconian onslaught ever against their 
liberation struggle since the epoch of the colonial 
conquest of the region. 

Today the situation is characterised by an intensifica- 
tion and consolidation of the liberation struggle as the 
oppressed people seek both new forms of organisation 
and new methods of struggle in response to the syste- 
matic repression of the apartheid regime. In both 
Namibia and South Africa this has been marked in 
particular by a decisive growth in the militancy and 
organisational strength of black workers. 

In the wider region, South Africa has continued, 
unabated, its war of aggression and destabilisation 
against the front line states, with particularly devastating 
consequences for the people of Mozambique and 
Angola. However, there is more and more evidence that 
these policies will not be able to achieve their objective 
of reasserting South Africa's strategic domination of the 
region. Indeed, in Angola in particular, the balance of 
military power is shifting significantly against South 
Africa. 

All these developments continue to fuel the crisis in 
western policy towards the region, as South Africa's 
traditional allies seek to regain the initiative with the 
objective of controlling change in the region in order 
to protect their perceived economic and strategic 
interests. For the international solidarity movement, 
this now poses the challenge of building up a new 
momentum in the campaign to impose comprehensive 
and mandatory sanctions against South Africa and in 
support of the national liberation movements of South 
Africa and Namibia, and the peoples and governments 
of the front line states. 

South Africa 

In South Africa itself, the processes which are shifting 
the balance away from the increasingly isolated regime 
and in favour of the liberation forces headed by the 
ANC have continued to manifest themselves during the 
year under review. This was shown by the way in which, 
in the May 1987 whites-only election, the ruling 
National Party made total opposition to the ANC the 
central plank of its electoral platform. It was also 
revealed by the meeting in Dakar in July between 59 
Afrikaners and an ANC delegation, which demonstrated 
the growing readiness of some elements in the white 
community to come to terms with the centrality of the 
ANC to  the future- of South A f ~ c a .  However, as the 
May election had already shown, with one-third of the 
votes cast going to parties to the right of the National 
Party, these elements are still very much in a minority 
within the white community. 

Among the most important advances achieved by 
the liberation forces have been the growth in struggle 
and size and the consolidation of the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (COSATU) and its affiliates. 
COSATU's second congress in July 1987 met against the 

ba&gr~'~.riJ of two major victories in the industrial field: 
by the Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers Union 
(CCAWUSA) against the Anglo-American-controlled 
retail chain OK Bazaars in February; and by the South 
African Railways and Harbour Workers Union 
(SARHWU) against the state-owned South African 
Transport Services (SATS) in April/May. Both these 
disputes, which lasted 11 and 12 weeks respectively, 
revealed a level of militancy and a mobilising capacity 
almost without parallel in South Africa's history. 

Also of major significance was the success achieved 
prior to the congress by COSATU in realising its aim of 
'one industry - one union'. Among the new sectors 
where united unions were established were metals/ 
engineering/cars with the formation of NUMSA, food 
(FAWU) and retail (CCAWUSA). Thus between its first 
and second congresses, COSATU reduced its number of 
affiliates from 33 to 13, whilst almost doubling its total 
membership. The holding of the second congress on 
schedule, barely a few weeks after the destruction of 
COSATU's headquarters by the regime's agents, and 
after a year in which an estimated 750 COSATU offi- 
cials had been detained, showed the resilience of the 
organisation. 

The congress itself provided the backdrop to the 
historic confrontation between its largest affiliate, the 
270,000-strong National Union of Mineworkers, and the 
Chamber of Mines. The three-week strike in August 
1987 was the biggest in South African history, and 
probably no less significant than its famous precursor 
in 1946. The ruthless use of the paramilitary mines' 
security forces, coupled with the sacking of over 40,000 
miners, revealed the desperation of the mining compa- 
nies, and whilst it staved off the level of wages sought 
by the NUM, it could not mask the historic leap forward 
in organisational strength that the miners had achieved. 

These historic developments within the ranks of the 
black workers of South Africa also found expression in 
a new spirit of political unity. The adoption by the 
COSATU congress of the Freedom Charter, following 
similar decisions by major COSATU affiliates such as 
the NUM and NUMSA, placed COSATU clearly within 
the ranks of the broad Congress Movement within South 
Africa. In so doing,, it reaffirmed the tradition of non- 
racial democratic trade unionism which had been 
pioneered by the South African Congress of Trade 
Unions (SACTU), which had adopted the Freedom 
Charter at its founding congress in 1955. 

This spirit of political unity was again demonstrated 
in action when COSATU, together with other demo- 
cratic non-racial organisations, mounted three major 
stay-at-homes in the space of two months. These 
actions - on May Day, on 6-7 May in protest against 
the whites-only election, and on the eleventh anniver- 
sary of 16  June - amounted in effect to general strikes 
and involved well over two million workers as well as 
hundreds of thousands of school and college students. 

The intensification and consolidation of the liberation 
struggle was by no means limited to  the trade union 
movement. A number of key new initiatives were taken 
of which the most significant were the foundation of 
the South African Youth Congress (SAYCO) in March 
1987 and the UDF Women's Congress in April 1987. 
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The birth of SAYCO out of a network of around adozen Namibia 
regional youth structures, whose affiliates represent a 
total of over half a million young people, represents the 
fulfilment of one of the aims of COSAS, and a signifi- 
cant strengthening of the mass democratic movement 
on one of its most dynamic fronts. 

SAYCO's links with COSATU and the UDF, and the 
involvement of members of all three organisations in 
mass community actions like the rent boycotts, have 
reinforced the base of the mass struggles against the 
system, giving them the capacity to  survive even the 
new forms of repression. 

The founding of the UDF Women's Congress created 
a national structure uniting all women's organisations 
affiliated to the UDF. It set itself the task of coordina- 
ting campaigns coming out of the resolutions adopted 
at the conference; encouraging the organisation of 
women; raising women's issues and developing women's 
leadership in the UDF; and to approach other women's 
organisations with the objective of relaunching the 
Federation of South African Women. The conference 
also adopted the Freedom Charter and the Women's 
Charter which was originally drawn up in 1954. 

The consolidation of the democratic non-racial move- 
ment was reflected also in the establishment of altema- 
tive structures involving lawyers, writers, musicians, and 
in the strengthening of the alliance between SANSCO 
(South African National Student Congress) and NUSAS 
(National Union of South African Students). This 
period saw growing confrontations between the student 
movement and the regime both in the so-called 'tribal' 
universities as well as on the English-speaking campuses 
especially during the all-white general election campaign. 
This in turn led to a new offensive by the apartheid 
state against higher education. There have also been 
renewed efforts to organise in the rural areas, within 
both the so-called 'independent' and non-'independent' 
bantustans. Nowhere has this resistance had such effect 
as in KwaNdeh~b, . here popular opposition twice 
forced the apartheid legime to delay plans to impose 
independence' on the bantustan. 

However, the repression has had its impact, not least 
on the United Democratic Front. The arrest of two 
key organisers in July 1987 (the acting general and 
publicity secretaries) brought the total of UDF execu- 
tive members in detention, ih prison or on trial to over 
25. As the UDF commented in a statement issued in 
August 1987 to  mark the fourth anniversary of its 
foundation, 'It is no secret that the combination of 
measures directed against the UDF by the government 
have taken a heavy toll on organisations and political 
activity.' But, the UDF stressed, 'even in those areas 
where organisation has been disrupted or forced under- 
ground, the mood of the people remains militant. The 
overall political and strategic initiative lies in the hands 
of the people, and the tide of resistance to apartheid 
and minority rule cannot be turned back.' 

Moreover, the offensive by the apartheid regime 
against COSATU, the UDF and their affiliates h& 
underlined in the eyes of the oppressed majority the 
necessity for them to carry on their legal activities. The 
situation also emphasises the growing importance of the 
underground organisational work of the ANC and 
SACTU, and above all the need for a strengthening of 
the fighting capacity of Umkhonto we Sizwe, the armed 
wing of the ANC. The growth in the frequency and 
spread of armed actions reflects the success of the ANC 
in intensifying the armed struggle as the central element 
in the battle for freedom. 

Paralleling developments in South Africa, there has been 
a dramatic growth in trade union organisation in 
Namibia. Under the auspices of the National Union of 
Namibian Workers (NUNW), a number of industrial 
unions have been founded, of which the most significant 
is the Mineworkers Union of Namibia (MUN). These 
unions have taken deep root amongst the Namibian 
workers as their campaigns for a living wage and decent 
conditions correspond directly to  the workers' needs. 
The poverty wages and conditions of semi-slavery in 
Namibia are appalling by comparison with South Africa. 

Workers' struggles reached a new stage in July 1987 
when over 4,000 miners working for the Tsumeb Cor- 
poration were sacked when they took action in support 
of MUN demands. The Tsumeb Corporation, controlled 
by Consolidated Gold Fields and in which BP has a 
14% stake, in concert with the South African security 
forces made unprecedented efforts to break the strike, 
which nevertheless lasted four weeks despite the mass 
eviction of the strikers. 

This new level of organisation and militancy of the 
Namibian workers has contributed to a further streng- 
thening of the overall liberation struggle. Indeed, the 
speed with which the NUNW has been able to develop 
has only been possible because of the deep roots SWAPO 
has among black workers in Namibia. SWAPO continues 
to hold a preeminent position amongst the Namibian 
people as their sole legitimate representative. This has 
been demonstrated by the mass mobilisation against 
South Africa's illegal occupation which SWAPO and 
the NUNW organised especially on May Day. At the 
same time, undaunted by a further build-up of South 
Africa's military forces to an estimated 120,000 troops, 
SWAPO's military wing, the People's Liberation Army 
of Namibia (PLAN), has again mounted successive 
military offensives against South Africa's military 
occupation. White morale was particularly dented 
when PLAN carried out a bomb attack causing millions 
of pounds worth of damage to a building opposite 
military headquarters in Windhoek. 

The response of the racist regime has been to unleash 
a reign of terror against the Narnibian people, especially 
in the north of the territory where the war is intense. 
Arbitrary shootings and killings are the order of the 
day; torture of detainees is almost universal; whilst the 
curfew has turned much of the country into a free-fire 
zone at night. Amongst the victims of curfew shootings 
was the brother of Bishop Dumeni, a prominent leader 
of Namibia's Christians. This was just one of a catalogue 
of attacks against the church because of its role in the 
struggle against South Africa's illegal occupation. 

This reign of terror culminated in August 1987 with 
a nationwide crackdown against the internal leadership 
of SWAPO and leaders and activists of the NUNW and 
its affiliates. Amongst those detained were the vice 
president of SWAPO, Hendrick Witbooi, and the general 
secretary of the MUN, Ben Uulenga. In early September, 
following unprecedented international pressure, the 
courts ordered the release of all those who had been 
detained. Statements presented by the regime to the 
courts revealed the extent to which it feared the grow- 
ing militancy of the Namibian workers. 

This catalogue of terror against the Namibian people 
has further undermined the so-called 'transitional 
government of national unity' which the South African 
authorities appointed on 17 June 1986, and brought 
into sharp relief the contradictions existing within the 



Multi-Party Conference. These divisions, representing 
both different interests as well as the personal ambition 
and greed of members of the MPC, led to  a deadlock 
over plans purportedly to draw up a constitution for 
an 'independent' Namibia. This move, in direct conflict 
with the UN plan for the independence of Namibia, 
was only one example of the steps being taken by the 
South African regime to prepare the ground for a 
Namibian UDI, including the commissioning of a 
national anthem and the creation of a ministry for 
international cooperation and development. 

Front line states 

In the period under review, South Africa has continu- 
ously and relentlessly pursued its policy of trying to 
impose its domination on the region through a combina- 
tion of direct military intervention, the arming, training 
and supplying of its surrogate forces, principally Unita 
and the MNR, and the sophisticated exploitation of its 
resulting strategic influence over transport and commu- 
nications, and the overall economy of the region. 

Angola for a long time bore the brunt of South 
African aggression, both direct and through Unita's 
operations. For the first decade of Angola's indepen- 
dence, South Africa maintained its military threat based 
on air superiority, such that if Pretoria's land forces (or 
Unita's) suffered reverses on the ground, the South 
African Air Force was brought in to reassert its position. 
Now Angola is rapidly gaining all-round military equality 
and superiority in the air. Even the Financial Mail (10 
July 1987) had to acknowledge that: 'If South Africa 
ever mounts another large incursion into Angola, it will 
not be able to rely on almost automatic command of 
the air, or even aerial parity - an essential requirement 
for a ground operation.' 

It is Angola that still suffers most from the fact that 
South Africa's war against Africa has continued to have 
the de facto endorsement of the US, especially through 
its aid to Unita. This aid is both political and, since the 
revocation of the Clark Amendment, directly military 
in form - channelled both through South Africa and 
increasingly via Zaire. The disclosure in the 'Irangate' 
hearings of a visit by the then CIA director, William 
Casey, to South Africa in March 1986 to arrange arms 
shipments for Unita, and of a visit by Col Oliver North 
to Unita's Jamba base, and the evidence of arms ship- 
ments from the US via Honduras, Switzerland and 
Belgium, show how far the US has been implicated in 
South Africa's aggression against the People's Republic 
of Angola. They also raised the possibility that Unita 
would itself become a conduit for arms to South Africa. 
The double jeopardy to Angola flowing from these 
policies on one hand and the US administration's con- 
tinuing insistence on 'linkage' on the other hand is 
compounded by a virtual aidboycott by Britain, which 
in 1985 gave Â£0.2m or less than a fifth of 1% of the 
total British bilateral aid to the nine SADCC countries 
of Â£104m 

Undeterred by US hostility to SADCC , and an 
overall decline in British contributions to  the SADCC 
countries since 1980, the front line states have conti- 
nued to coordinate their political positions, including 
on sanctions, and have taken important initiatives to 
roll back South African influence on some of the states 
in the region. As a result, South Africa can no longer 
count of Malawi's consistent support for the operations 
of the MNR, and the late President Machel's aim of 
securing the participation of other countries in the 

region in the defence of vital transport routes to land- 
locked countries has made progress. 

The tragic death on 19 October 1986 of Mozambique's 
President Sarnora Machel and 33 of his colleagues, in a 
plane crash, marked a new phase in Pretoria's destabili- 
sation of Mozambique. Although the complete facts of 
the crash may never be established, the conduct of the 
South African authorities in the period immediately 
before and after the crash, their subsequent withdrawal 
from the tripartite commission of investigation, and the 
staging of their own inquiry, led President Chissano to 
state in June 1987 that Samora Machel had been 
murdered. 

The Mozambican government, with the full support 
of its regional allies, especially Zimbabwe and Tanzania, 
has succeeded in turning the tide of war against the 
armed bandits of the MNR in the central zone of the 
country, provoking the MNR's South African masters 
to resort in the south of the country to the horrific 
massacres at Homoine on 10 July and Manjacaze on 10 
August - atrocities which confirmed the purely destruc- . 
tive motivation and terroristic character of their 
operations. Despite their efforts to prevent ,it, the Beira 
corridor, serving Zimbabwe as its most direct outlet to 
the sea, is functioning effectively. A disturbing develop- 
ment has been the campaign in influential circles in the 
USA for direct American aid to the MNR. 

South African aggression and destabilisation in the 
region take many forms. All the economies of the states 
in the region have been directly affected by these 
policies, with Zambia's being particularly hard hit. 
Both Zambia and Zimbabwe have been targets of direct 
military attacks during this period, whilst there has 
been a dramatic growth of bomb attacks, kidnappings 
and killings by undercover units of the regime in all the 
territories of the region. The primary target of these 
operations has been members of the ANC. In the case 
of Swaziland, they have become almost a daily occur- 
rence: amongst those murdered was Cassius Make of 
the ANC's national executive committee, whilst another 
ANC leader, Ismail Ebrahim, was abducted and is now 
standing trial in South Africa. 

A regime in crisis 

P W Botha's administration and indeed the apartheid 
system as a whole are now in a deep and protracted 
crisis. Last year, the Anti-Apartheid Movement described 
in its political report how, 'shaken to its roots by the 
forces aligned against it, the regime has lost the capacity 
to dictate the course of events'. During the past 12 
months, it has desperately sought to regain the initiative 
through the brutal repression of all forms of opposition. 
The state of emergency imposed on 12 June 1986 has 
been renewed and there is much speculation that it will 
now be a permanent feature of life in South Africa. 
Under what has proved without doubt to be the most 
brutal state of emergency in South Africa's history, 
regulations have been enacted to control nearly every 
aspect of life. Most have been directed against those 
organising mass resistance. However, a secondary target 
has been the press and other media. Designed to create 
an image of normality both domestically and intematio- 
nally, these measures have simply confirmed the pariah 
status of South Africa in the international community. 

Likewise over Namibia, Pretoria is in deep crisis. It is 
now a decade since the then western members of the 
UN Security Council, in April 1977, usurped the 
authority of the UN by establishing the so-called 
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'Contact Group' and taking on the mantle of 'honest 
brokers'. Next year, 1988, will mark the 10th anniver- 
sary of agreement by all parties involved, including 
South Africa, to the UN plan for the independence of 
Namibia and the adoption of UN Security Council 
resolution 435, and yet the prospects for its implemen- 
tation are as remote as ever. Whilst Pretoria hides behind 
the US policy of 'linkage' (ie the linking of Namibian 
independence to  the withdrawal of Cuban forces from 
Angola), it is doing everything possible t o  undermine 
the UN plan. Meanwhile, the Namibian economy stag- 
nates and the territory goes deeper and deeper into crisis. 

Pretoria and its allies have deliberately imposed a 
blanket of silence over Namibia with the objective of 
taking the Namibian question entirely off the interna- 
tional agenda. With little if any reporting of events 
within Namibia, especially the growing impact of the 
armed struggle, and as a result of the refusal of the West 
to take any initiative t o  unblock the current interna- 
tional stalemate caused by 'linkage', an impression has 
gained ground that future developments in Namibia 
will be solely determined by the course of the struggle 
in South Africa itself. Such an approach undermines 
the entire struggle of the Namibian people and directly 
benefits Pretoria. 

In essence, P W Botha and his closest associates know 
that they cannot rule in the old way either in Namibia 
or South Africa. They need allies from within the black 
community and yet they are unable to pursue policies 
which can provide them with anything but the most 
fragile of such support. Seeking a way out of this 
dilemma, P W Botha had hoped that the all-white 
general election in May 1987 would provide him with a 
new mandate. In fact, the opposite proved to  be the 
case with the dramatic increase in votes for the ultra- 
right conservative Party. In a move reflecting his lack 
of political confidence in the future, P W Botha then 
sought to  amend the constitution to delay the general 
election scheduled for 1989. This political manoeuvre 
not only enraged the Conservative Party, which judged 
that it would make even more dramatic political gains 
in 1989, but also led to the first major political crisis 
within the tricameral parliament, with the resignation 
of the Revd Alan Hendrickse from Botha's cabinet. 

The political crisis facing the apartheid regime also 
finds expression in the crisis facing the economy. Driven 
to adurther massive increase in defence and security 
expenditure, committed to  expending R3 million a day 
to maintain its illegal occupation of Namibia, and 
obliged to fund the massive expenditure required to  
maintain the complex apartheid structures (eg 14 
different departments of education), the South African 
authorities now find that they cannot finance these 
burdens from the surpluses produced by cheap apart- 
heid labour as black workers become more and more 
effectively organised. And, of course, this economic 
crisis simply fuels the political crisis. 

In South Africa there is now much talk of political 
and constitutional 'reform' but no evidence of any 
meaningful action. P W Botha's attempts to  set up a 
national statutory council, even with the offer of a 
popular franchise for elections to it, appear doomed to  
failure. No significant African figure, and none of the 
bantustan leaders like Gatsha Buthelezi or 'community 
councillors' are yet prepared to consider participating 
in such a structure. Linked to this talk of political and 
constitutional 'reform' is similar speculation concerning 
the prospect for the beginning of a negotiating process 
involving the regime and the ANC. This has been fuelled 

by P W Botha's statement concerning the possible 
release of Govan Mbeki, which in turn led to speculation 
over the release of Nelson Mandela and other ANC 
leaders. I t  would appear that, due to domestic and 
international factors, Pretoria judges it to be in its 
interests to create the illusion that it is genuinely 
interested in reaching some accommodation with the 
forces of African nationalism within South Africa. 
There is no evidence, however, that there is any 
prospect that this will move beyond the realm of 
political speculation. 

However, Pretoria is continuing unabated its policies 
of social engineering, which are presented as 'reforms' 
but in reality are designed to modernise and entrench 
apartheid. At the core of this social engineering has 
been the restructuring of power at the national, regional 
and local level through the State Security Council and 
the Joint Management Centres. These structures are 
further consolidating the power of the military at all 
levels of apartheid society and belie the speculation 
over 'reform' and negotiations. Likewise, the brutally 
repressive methods to  break the popular resistance to 
apartheid reveal the true nature of apartheid society. 
The systematic repression deployed especially since the 
imposition of the state of emergency appears intended 
to so stifle popular opposition that the basis can be 
created for the cooption of more credible elements 
within the black community into the structures of 
white supremacy. However, such a policy is doomed to 
failure. The more the repression, the less prospect Lhat 
any South African 'Muzorewa' will emerge. 

As a consequence, even more brutal forms of 
repression and intimidation are deployed. Vigilantes, 
sponsored by the security forces, are on the rampage, 
murdering and maiming. In the bantustans, including 
KwaZulu, such vigilantes now have ~irtually the same 
powers as the police. Detained children are now being 
despatched to sinister juvenile centres. This new 
brutality is best illustrated by the revelation in Septem- 
ber 1987 that the regime had begun secret executions 
with the hanging of three young men the previous 
December. With two further executions in September 
1987, this brought the total of executions of people 
involved in opposition to apartheid in the past 12 
months to eight, with a further 33 o r  death row. 

But such repression further fuels the crisis facing the 
regime because it undermines the image which South 
Africa is trying assiduously to promote internationally 
that it is re-establishing political and economic stability. 
And, of course, it gives renewed impetus to the cam- 
paigns to isolate apartheid South Africa which, in turn, 
threaten the South African business community. 

The regime's international crisis 

Whilst it is important to stress that the crisis facing the 
apartheid system is primarily the result of the struggles 
and sacrifices of the peoples of South Africa and 
Namibia, as well as the region as a whole, there is avital 
international dimension to the crisis.  his was appreci- 
ated by the leadership of the African National Congress 
when, in 1959, they first called for the international 
isolation of apartheid South Africa. The apartheid 
system has survived into the 1980s precisely because of 
the support and succour it has received from its allies 
and friends overseas, especially in the major western 
countries. It has been a vital element of South Africa's 
foreign policy to maintain and strengthen such alliances 
and friendships. 



INTRODUCTION 
Unlike the period following Sharpeville and Soweto, 

Pretoria has not been able to  prevent the development 
of concerted international action, both at a popular 
level and by governments and inter-governmental 
organisations. This reached a climax in the summer and 
autumn of 1986 with the adoption of a package of 
sanctions at the Commonwealth review meeting in 
London in August, and the congressional rejection of 
President Reagan's veto of the Comprehensive Anti- 
Apartheid Act, followed by the imposition of virtual 
total sanctions by the Nordic countries in early 1987. 

All these measures have their limitations. They are 
neither mandatory nor universal. They do not prevent 
vital areas of strategic collaboration. Above all, they 
are not comprehensive. They are also easily undermined, 
as best illustrated by the British Airways and Lufthansa 
advertising campaigns in South Africa for the lucrative 
trade in flights to and from the USA following the ban 
on direct US-South African flights by the US Congress. 
However, their adoption did mark a political turning 
point in the history of the struggle to isolate apartheid 
South Africa. This at least was appreciated by both 
South African and foreign interests, conscious of the 
political and economic crisis facing the regime and 
above all of the refusal of P W Botha to take any effec- 
tive steps to resolve this crisis. These limited sanctions 
measures served to strengthen the pressure on foreign 
companies to withdraw, of which the most significant 
must surely be the decision of Barclays in November 
1986, followed by Standard Chartered in August 1987 
(although it must be stressed that both banks maintain 
links with South Africaand Namibia, and between them 
have outstanding loans of over Â £  billion). Some, 
especially US companies, have engaged in a strategy of 
'corporate camouflage' or 'warehousing' by which they 
maintain their operations but in a different form. How- 
ever, taken together these acts of disinvestment from 
the South African and Namibian economies represent a 
vote of no confidence in the apartheid system and 
challenge the essence of the 'constructive engagement' 
policies of the USA and Britain. 

However, it must be recognised that most foreign 
companies have not opted for disinvestment. Indeed 
some, such as Lonrho, have expanded their activities 
whilst others continue to give vital strategic support to  
the apartheid regime. Some indeed appear to be so 
committed to apartheid South Africa that they seem 
intent on staying whatever the price and, in so doing, 
will inevitably become even more complicit in the 
maintenance of apartheid. For South African business 
interests, unable to withdraw, this period has seen an 
apparent abandonment of their role as a 'force for 
change'. This has been most clearly demonstrated by 
the policies pursued by Anglo-American when faced by 
the challenges mounted first by CCAWUSA at OK 
Bazaars and most recently by the NUM in the gold and 
coal mines. The vicious actions of Anglo-American 
revealed its true face as it  sought to tame the NUM and 
transform it into a sweetheart union. And it  is these- 
very companies, which purport to oppose apartheid, 
which are most active in developing sophisticated 
sanctions-bustingoperations. 

Whilst support for sanctions has been consolidated 
within South Africa, as reflected by the COSATU 
congress decision to call for comprehensive mandatory 
sanctions, there has been a sophisticated disinformation 
exercise designed to convey the impression that both 
prominent black leaders, such as the Revd Allan 
Boesak, and organisations like COSATU were having 

serious doubts about a sanctions/disinvestment strategy. 
This disinformation campaign coincided with two 
powerful votes of confidence in the apartheid system. 
The first was the vetoing by the USA and the UK in the 
UN Security Council of key resolutions on sanctions 
(over South Africa in February 1987 and over Namibia 
in April 1987). These vetoes were a powerful testament 
to the fact that South Africa could continue to rely on 
the Reagan and Thatcher administrations to protect it 
from any effective international action. The second 
vote of confidence was by the international banking 
community which, despite its verbal protestations to 
the contrary, agreed to the second interim arrangements 
by which South Africa is further delaying the repay- 
ment of its international debts, unilaterally frozen in 
September 1985. The acceptance by the banks of these 
arrangements was greeted with delight in Pretoria. 

These moves, together with the evasive actions of the 
transnationals in response to disinvestment campaigns, 
were designed to give the apartheid regime more time to 
solve its crisis and to blunt the international movement 
for sanctions. The regime, conscious of the growing 
strength of the sanctions campaign, also took direct 
steps to dissipate the campaign through the comprehen- 
sive controls it imposed on the media (which in turn 
has led to self-censorship by much of the British media). 
As a result there has understandably been some levelling 
off of the international campaign for sanctions. How- 
ever, this will only be a temporary phenomenon. More 
people than ever before understand the need for sanc- 
tions. The Movement in Britain and internationally 
needs to find new ways of lifting and intensifying the 
struggle in this new situation. The South African regime 
will be deluding itself if it calculates that the campaign 
has peaked. The apartheid regime's deepening crisis, 
combined with the West's increased exposure, will 
create the conditions for a renewed struggle for sanc- 
tions involving even more people than hitherto. More- 
over, the fundamentals of the crisis facing the Pretoria 
regime internationally remain unchanged, and indeed 
in many respects the crisis has deepened. 

This underlying crisis is most vividly manifested by 
the crisis facing the apartheid economy. Despite much 
speculation that the economy was pulling out of 
recession, the Reserve Bank's own annual economic 
report admitted that it  was unlikely that i t  would meet 
its target 3% real growth in the gross domestic product. 
Indeed, in the second quarter of 1987 real economic 
growth had slowed to an annual rate of 1.5%, not least 
because of the mass stay-at-homes in May and June. At 
the same time reflecting general lack of confidence in 
the economy, there has been little growth in the private 
sector's demand for bank credit. These problems have 
been accentuated by the impact of sanctions, not least 
against South Africa's second largest foreign exchange 
earner - coal. It is estimated that 1987 will see a drop 
inhexport earnings from coal of R1.3 billion from the 
R3.2 billion earned in 1986. Indeed, it has only been 
the rise in the gold price which has enabled the South 
African economy to maintain a surplus on its current 
account. 

Britain and Southern Africa 

British policy towards Southern Africa is of crucial 
strategic importance. It is in a unique situation to 
influence if not determine the general policy of the 
major western powers, as well as the decisions of the 
EEC, the Commonwealth and the United Nations. The 



two vetoes in the UN Security Council in February and 
April 1987 were only manifestations of the determina- 
tion of British policy-makers to prevent the development 
of effective international action against apartheid South 
Africa. Indeed, British policy recently has become even 
more accommodating to Pretoria. In both the EEC 
Council of Ministers in May and July 1987, and at the 
Venice summit in June, Britain succeeded in blocking 
the adoption of mere policy statements condemning 
apartheid. 

British manoeuvres are evident even more over 
Namibia. It is now ten years since the so-called 'Contact 
Group' established itself, with Britain as a key member. 
Despite agreement now on all matters relating to the 
UN plan for the independence of Namibia, instead of 
taking the initiative to bring pressure to bear on Pretoria, 
it is in practice condoning US policy on 'linkage' by 
arguing that US/Angolan negotiations provide the best 
prospect for progress. At the same time, it  is engaged in 
an assiduous campaign to grant 'creeping' recognition 
to the Multi-Party Conference and the so-called 'transi- 
tional government of national unityy. A propaganda 
office for the South African illegal administration is 
allowed to operate in London uninhibited and with close 
links to the Conservative Party; at least one meeting has 
taken place with the British government at ministerial 
level; and a so-called minister has been taken on a 
guided tour of North Sea oil installations. All these 
moves are designed to confer a legitimacy on to the 
illegal administration 

For all their deeply ingrained hostility to  the national 
liberation struggles of the peoples of South Africa and 
Namibia, British policy-makers now recognise that it is 
in Britain's interests to distance itself from the apartheid 
regime and to project an image that Britain and the 
other western powers would like to see change and a 
political settlement in the region. One element of this 
process has been the meetings by the governments of 
the major western powers, including Britain and the 
USA, with the ANC. Assessing these meetings, President 
Oliver Tambo has explained that in the ANC's view 'the 
western powers entered into official contact with the 
ANC because the argument that they were seeking 
change by talking exclusively to the Botha regime could 
no longer be sustained. It  had lost credibility. In addi- 
tion, it became clear to the western governments that 
the majority of our people within South Africa recog- 
nised the ANC as their political representative.' 

Oliver Tambo added, most significantly, that the ANC 
had 'failed to move such major western powers as the 
USA, the UK and the Federal Republic of Germany to 
view the South African situation from the perspective 
of the oppressed. On all major questions pertaining to 
the issues we are discussing, the coincidence of views 
between the Pretoria regime and the powers that be in 
most of the West persists.' 

Indeed, the essence of British policy shows no sign of 
change. It is essentially a policy of appeasement based 
on the mistaken belief that the racist regime in Pretoria 
can be persuaded to turn itself into the opposite through 
a process of 'reforms'. And in order to encourage this 
process of 'reforms', the main priority of British policy 
is to assist Pretoria in re-establishing political and econo- 
mic stability in South Africa- hence the determination 
of Britain to prevent the adoption of so-called 'punitive' 
sanctions and its diplomatic offensive against the 
ANC's armed struggle. 

Behind the scenes, Britain is actively engaged in 
seeking to manipulate the situation. Above all, it wishes 
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to present an illusion that a negotiating process could 
soon be under way. In this it finds common cause with 
Pretoria. Both Whitehall and Pretoria recognise that the 
projection of a mirage of negotiations could undermine 
internal and international support for both sanctions 
and the armed struggle. As Mrs Chalker advised the 
House of Commons in July 1987: 'We shall continue to 
impress upon the South African government the need to 
bring people together around the conference table so 
that together they can work out a future constitution.' 

In order more effectively to intervene and manipulate 
the internal situation within South Africa, Britain has 
stepped up its so-called 'positive measures' which now 
involve an expenditure of over Â£5. million per annum. 
In addition to a range of educational programmes 
administered by the British Council, the Foreign Office's 
Central Office of Information has an extensive visitors 
programme, and Britain alone is putting up 25% of the 
EEC's 'Programme of Positive Measures'. Britain's 
obvious desire to manipulate such schemes for its own 
interests was illustrated by its interference in the EEC 
funding procedures resulting in the temporary suspen- 
sion of the programme by organisations in South Africa, 
including the SACC and the Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence in the spring of 1987. 

These 'positive measures' are in turn linked to the 
new phenomena of meetings and discussions about 
Southern Africa which focus in particular on the post- 
apartheid society. In contrast to the genuine initiatives 
which are being taken by the liberation movement to 
grapple with such issues, many of these gatherings 
appear designed to further the illusion that Pretoria is 
prepared to negotiate the abandonment of apartheid, 
and therefore to downgrade the necessity for struggle 
both in Southern Africa and internationally. Such 
manoeuvres require the utmost vigilance. Indeed, the 
entire programme of 'positive measures' needs to be 
exposed as a fraudulent exercise designed to deflect 
criticism of Britain's anti-sanctions policy and to increase 
Britain's capacity for manipulation in the region. 

The true character of British policy is best revealed 
by the refusal to  take effective steps to enforce or 
monitor the limited measures which Britain has formally 
endorsed. No monitoring procedure exists for either the 
voluntary investment ban or the voluntary ban on the 
promotion of tourism. Indeed, it appears that all the 
action the British government has taken is to send 
ministerial letters to a handful of organisations, even 
refusing to intervene when the voluntary bans are 
blatantly violated. In a characteristic example of British 
duplicity, the government argues that the measures it 
has recently adopted should not apply to Namibia as 
there was no agreement on this within the EEC. How- 
ever, the voluntary tourist ban is not an EEC measure 
and yet it does not apply to Namibia, and the govern- 
ment has specifically refused to extend the voluntary 
ban to include Namibia. * However, the British government is conscious of the 
lack of popular support for its policies on Southern 
Africa. It is not only aware of the influence which our 
Movement now has in Britain, but has also seen the 
direct impact of our campaigns such as the Barclays 
withdrawal and the 32% drop in imports from South 
Africa. Support for our policies has been strengthened 
and consolidated during the period covered by this 
report in all quarters. In particular, cooperation and 
joint campaigning with the TUC and many of its major 
affiliates have led to a sigificant increase in activity by 
the trade union movement. In response to the impact 



INTRODUCTION 
of our campaigns, the British government is already 
taking legislative action to prohibit one key area, the 1 

purchasing bans on South African and Namibian 
products by local authorities, whilst the courts are 
increasingly being used to block anti-apartheid action, 
most recently by Central Television against the ACTT 
and Shell against Lewisham. Moreover, the very right 
to demonstrate peacefully against British collaboration 
with apartheid is being eroded. It is vital therefore that 
British policies of appeasement and complicity with 
apartheid South Africa be challenged as never before. 

The tasks ahead 
Britain under Mrs Thatcher, now serving her third term 
in office, represents a major if not the single most 
important obstacle preventing the implementation of 
comprehensive and universally enforced sanctions. In 
its 1986 political report, the Anti-Apartheid Movement 
spoke of the certainty that the apartheid question 
would be 'a key issue between the political parties' 
during a general election. This was not the case; nor 

harness all its efforts to  generate a united and powerful 
campaign to achieve a fundamental change in British 
policy and the total isolation of apartheid South Africa. 
This requires: 

as an absolute priority a renewed offensive to secup 
the widest possible support for and understanding of 
the case for comprehensive mandatory sanctions and 
the total isolation of apartheid South Africa; 

the intensification of the nationwide mobilisation of 
the people of Britain to impose 'people's sanctions' 
and the implementation of the Programme of Action 
for Sanctions drawn up at the AAM's national 
convention in June 1987 to isolate apartheid South 
Africa in all spheres including military, nuclear, 
security, strategic, diplomatic, economic, cultural, 
academic, scientific and sporting fields; 

a special priority on campaigning in solidarity with 
the struggleof the people of Namibia, to demand 
immediate implementation of the UN plan for the 
independence of Namibia, and the imposition of 
effective sanctions specifically on Namibia; 

were the  efforts of the Anti-Apartheid Movement to a major campaign of solidarity with the front line 
secure the election of a maioritv of MPS committed to  states: 
a sanctions policy successfk. The Conservative mani- 2 in and internationally aeainst festo explicitly opposed sanctions. Given Britain's key 

, A ap* oppression, to stop apartheid 
role in Southern Africa, as the country with the h.rgest ' , wecutions, to free all detainees in South Africa and 
stake in the apartheid>e~onomy, as a major trading m i b i q  M to free ̂ lson south partner of South Aftict md traditionally the main actor 

a , and Namibian political in determining western'pdicy for the region, the vital 
responsibilitynow facing the people of Britain is to  Finally, the Anti-Apartheid Movement has to do all  in 
campaign for and secure afundamental change in British its' power to mobilise solidarity with the struggling 
policy. However daunting that task may seem, it is a people of South Africa and Namibia, under the leader- 
realisable objective. PuMc opinion is basically suppor- ship of the ANC and SWAPO, to enable them to 
tive of the AAM's poU$es. The AAM has a stronger strengthen their capacity to intensify the struggle for 
base than ever beforqyithin Parliament, and it is freedom and to secure a united, non-racial and 
creating the organisational capacity to take on this task, democratic South Africa and a genuinely independent 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

AAA 
ANC 
AZAPO 
BCC 
BDAF 
BtCSA 
CAN 
CANUC 
CCAWUSA 

CCSA 
CIIR 
COSAS 
COSATU 
CSIR 
ECC 
ELTSA 
EPG 
FAWU 
IDAF 
ILEA 
LAA 
LAAA-NSC 

LRD 
MAC 
MACSA 

Artists Against Apartheid 
African National Congress (South Africa) 
Azanian People's Organisation 
British Council of Churches 
British Defence a+ Aid Fund for Southern Africa 
British Industries' Committee on South Africa 
Church Action an Namibia 
Campaign Against the Namibian Uranium Contracts 
Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers Union of 
South Africa 
Christian Concern for Southern Africa 
Catholic Institutefor International Relations 
Congress of South African Students 
Congress of South African Trade Unions 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
End Conscription Campaign 
End Loans To Southern Africa 
Eminent Persons Group 
Food and Allied Workers Union (South Africa) 
International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa 
Inner London Education Authority 
Lawyers Against Apartheid 
Local Authorities Against Apartheid - National Steering 
Committee 
Labour Research Department 
Mozambique Angola Committee 
Medical Aid Campaign for Southern Africa 

MPC 
MUN 
NACTU 
NGO 
NSC 
NUMSA 
NUNW 
NUSAS 
OAU 
PAC 
PIRC 
PLAN 
S A A 
SACC . SACTU 
SADCC 
SANROC 
SANSCO 
SARHWU 
SATIS 
SATS 
SAYCO 
SWAPO 
TICL 
UDF 
U KSATA 
WAAM 

Multi-Party Conference 
Mineworkers Union of Namibia 
National Council of Trade Unions 
Non-governmental organisation 
Namibia Support Committee 
National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa 
National Union of Namibian Workers 
National Union of South African Students 
Organisation o f  African Unity 
Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania 
Pensions and Investment Research Centre 
People's Liberation Army of Namibia 
South African Airways 
South African Council of Churches 
South African Congress of Trade Unions 
Southern African Development Coordination Conference 
South African Non-Racial Olympic Committee 
South African National Student Congress 
South African Railways and Harbour Workers Union 
Southern Africa-The Imprisoned Society 
South African Transport Services 
South African Youth Congress 
South West Africa People's Organisation 
Transnational Investment Centre London 
United Democratic Front 
United Kingdom-South Africa Trade Association 
Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement 
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CAMPAIGNS 

New Offensive for 
Following the tremendous advances which were achieved in the 
campaign for sanctions during the period covered by the 198516 
annual report, the past 12  months have been a period of consoli- 
dation. In January 1987, the AAM set out in its document A 
New Offensive for Sanctions a comprehensive programme of 
activities designed to put the issue of sanctions firmly back on 
the political agenda and to reach an even wider cross-section of 
the public. 

The first initiative in this new offensive was the publication 
of a Manifesto for Sanctions on 21 January. The Manifesto was 
published in a popular form and contained, in addition to a 
well-argued case for sanctions, a list of specific proposals for 
action at a governmental level. The launch of the Manifesto was 
presided over by Bishop Huddleston, and amongst those 
present were AAM vice president Jack Jones and AAM sponsor 
Basil Davidson. The TUC general secretary, Norman Willis, sent 
a message endorsing the Manifesto on behalf of the TUC General 
Council. 

The Manifesto for Sanctions proved to be a vital tool in the 
Movement's campaigning for sanctions in the run-up to the June 
general election. 

During January and February the launch of the Manifesto was 
followed up by a series of local sanctions coordinating meetings 
organised by local AA groups,throughout Britain. These meetings 
also helped tq prepare for the March Month of People's Sanc- 
tions. The highlight of this month was the launch of the Shell 
Boycott campaign on 1 -h. However, this was but one exam- 
ple of the many forms of people's sanctions promoted during 
the month. For this month a new AAM broadsheet on people's 
sanctions was published, which outlined the full range of popular 
actions which could be taken to isolate apartheid South Africa, 
as well as setting it within, the context of the wider sanctions 
campaign. Further publicity produced for the month included a 
special leaflet and poster promoting people's sanctions. During 
the month various days were denoted to highlight the involve- 
ment of companies in the apartheid economy, including Standard 
Chartered on 4 March and RTZ on 9 March. 

Some of the month's major activities took place on 21 March, 
the anniversary of both the Sharpeville and Langa massacres. 
Amongst the many successful events organised on that day was 
the Scottish Committee's conference for people's sanctions in 
Glasgow, which provided an important platform for securing 
endorsements for the Manifesto from Scottish political parties. 
The Communist, Green, Labour, Liberal and Scottish Nationalist 
parties all participated in a panel discussion, and the SNP repre- 
sentative announced the endorsement of the Manifesto by all 
SNP candidates, as did the Communist and Green parties' 
representatives. 

March also saw a major diinformation operation, aimed 
against the AM's sanctions campaign, involving the apartheid 
regime, a number of key companies, the British Foreign Office 
and important sections of the British media. From March 
onwards there was a series# TV programmes, press articles and 
radio programmes, all with the common objective of under- 
mining the sanctions campaign. They involved the selectiveb 
reporting of leaders of the black community, speculation that 
COSATU was to relax its proanctions policy, and distorted 
accounts of the impact o f  limited sanctions, all designed to 
create the impression that the AAM was out of touch with 
genuine black opinion within South Africa. 

The announcement by the prime minister that there would 
be a general election on 11 June provided a major opportunity 
for the Movement to secure support for its policies, most notably 
the proposals contained in the Manifesto for Sanctions. The 
Manifesto had already been circulated widely at a local level and 
endorsements secured with the objective of obtaining the 
support at a national and local level from political parties 
contesting the general election. 

Sanctions 
During the general election period plans were also finalised 

for the national convention for sanctions, which had been 
planned as a major element in the new offensive for sanctions. It 
was also decided to proceed with the preparations for a national 
demonstration on the theme 'Sanctions Now', to  take place on 
Saturday 24 October. This had been originally conceived of as 
the culmination of the new offensive for sanctions. 

In contrast to the period 1984-86, there was little progress 
achieved in securing action at a national or inter-governmental 
level. The Nordic countries agreed to a collective policy which 
represented virtually total sanctions, thus bringing the other 
Nordic countries into line with Denmark. This policy is now in 
the process of being implemented at a national level. Israel also 
announced a package of partial measures but it remains unclear 
whether this represents a significant change in policy. 

Despite the failure to secure any major advances either within 
Britain or  internationally, basic support for sanctions in Britain 
has continued to grow. For example, a detailed opinion poll 
carried out by Marplan in January 1987 revealed that 59% of 
those interviewed who had an opinion on the subject supported 
a total suspension of economic links with South Africa. 

An important element of the AAM's campaign has again 
focused on the British government's refusal to take effective 
action to enforce the measures which it formally subscribed to. 
For example, it decided to interpret the EEC ban on new invest- 
ment in South Africa as voluntary, and its own voluntary ban 
on the promotion of tourism to South Africa has involved the 
despatch of two letters. Of particular concern is the govem- 
ment's refusal to extend the measures to include Namibia. 

General Election 
The 1987 election saw the most organised effort yet made by 
the AAM at intervention in a general election. The Manifesto for 
Sanctions was distributed to the overwhelming majority of 
candidates, nearly 400 of whom endorsed it. For the first time, 
all parliamentary constituencies were ' m e  by one or other 
of our local groups, although in some emu it was imposeibb for 
them to have much impact. In order to focus local activity, 
some 41 marginal constituencies were targeted, chosen on the 
basis of being in areas of strong AAM presence. A special leaflet, 
'Vote against Apartheid - Sanctions Now!', was produced for 
use during the election period. 

In a good number of constituencies, AAM campaigning made 
a considerable impact and achieved local media coverage. This 
was particularly so in most of the 41  targeted marginals, where a 
total of 95 candidates were persuaded to endorse the Manifesto, 
of whom 19 were elected. - Regrettably, this local effectiveness was not matched by 
national coverage -reflecting both media priorities and a failure 
by leaders of the opposition parties to exploit the unpopularity 
of Mrs Thatcher on the issues of South Africa. Namibia and 
sanctions. Only the launch of the AAM's election campaign on 
21 May made any impact at national level. 

In the event, wide support for the Manifesto was won from a 
range of candidates. Pressure on Alliance candidates to endorse L 

the Manifesto, and go beyond the selective sanctions approach 
of their respective party leaders, was sufficiently strong for the 
Alliance campaign organisers to produce a statement specifically 
in response to the Manifesto. But this did not stop over 70 
Alliance candidates from endorsing the Manifesto. Numerous 
SNP, Plaid Cymru, Green Party and Communist candidates also 
endorsed it. 

As a result of these activities, the Movement now has a 
stronger base of support for its policies in the House of Commons 
than previously. The election of four black MPS is also a note- 
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students in Northern Ireland, added to  the pressure on the 
company, as did advertisements in The Independent and the 
European edition of the Wall Street Journal, placed by American 
organisations supporting the boycott. 

Support for the boycott spread in diverse quarters. Several 
local authorities, including Sheffield council, began to review 
their trading relations with Shell. NUPE was one of the first 
trade unions to  endorse the boycott, along with the NUM, 
TASS (which urged its officials to boycott Shell while on union 
business), and NALGO. The Methodist Church's annual confer- 
ence decided to support the boycott campaign, and War on 
Want activists took the message on to the streets. The AAM had 
discussions with the National Council of Voluntary Organisations 
and Friends of the Earth about the need to reject Shell sponsor- 
ship, and in September student pressure forced the Glasgow 
union to renounce Shell sponsorship for a series of debates to be 
televised by the BBC. 

Throughout this period close contact was maintained with 
the organisations leading the campaign in the United States, 
Holland and elsewhere. It  is believed to be the first time that a 
multinational has been boycotted in at least a dozen countries 
simultaneously because of its apartheid connections. Shell 
appeared to be especially concerned about the spread of local 
authority boycotts, and at the time of writing was seeking, by 
way of a judicial review, a court ruling to declare unlawful the 
decision of Lewisham council to avoid purchasing Shell products 
where alternatives existed. The TUC congress and the Labour 
Party conference both endorsed the campaign, thereby giving it 
added impetus in the labour movement. 

The South African regime confirmed its intention to proceed 
with the Mossel Bay natural gas exploitation project, despite 
doubts about its economic viability, indicating the high political 
priority it attaches to self-sufficiency in fuels. The Movement 
undertook research to establish the degree of involvement of 
British companies in the project and to highlight the dangers of 
the transfer of skills and technology from North Sea oil opera- 
tions to South Africa. 

Tourism 
Tourism continues to  be an important source of foreign exchange 
to the South African economy, especially since the decline in 
the value of the rand, as well as being a boost to the morale of 
the racist white minority and a public relations resource for 
improving the image of the apartheid society. 

The British government's adoption of a voluntary ban on the 
promotion of tourism to South Africa following the Common- 
wealth review meeting has proved to be a hollow, indeed cynical 
gesture. Only two official letters have been issued to draw atten- 
tion to it, and it does not apply to  Namibia, nor does it extend 
beyond promotion of South Africa as a destination for leisure 
travel to cover general promotion of travel facilities or hotel 
accommodation for those with business or family connections 
with the country. There is no monitoring and no attempt to get 
the travel industry to take it seriously. 

This virtual invitation to the South African tourist industry 
to develop one of its strongest markets has been exploited to  
the full. Aiming to reverse an 84% drop in tourism to South 
Africa between 1984 and 1986, the industry launched a Â£5 
promotion plan and sent 50 SATOUR and other tour promoters 
to the Olympia Worid Travel Market in November. . 

AA News exposed this operation in March and listed the UK 
operators that promote tours to South Africa. A survey by the 
Observer some weeks later showed that, whist a few of these 
tour operators had .made cosmetic changes to disguise the 
continuing provision of package holidays, at least half of them 
were continuing to function in total disregard of the ban. 
Amongst the most notorious of these is Twickers Worid in 
Twickenharn, which has been the target of sustained pressure by 
the Richmond AA group. London students have mounted 
frequent pickets of the South African Airways office in Oxford 
Circus, and the London Committee and the NUR joined forces 
in February to mount a picket against the holding of the AGM 
of the 'Friends of the Springbok' (a travel-promoting kith-and- 

kin organisation) at the Great Western Hotel in Paddington. The 
NUR secured an undertaking from management that the pro- 
apartheid body would not be allowed in future to use the hotel. 

In March, LBC, the London commercial radio station, 
provoked a storm of anger by running a series of advertisements 
for South African Airways. Employees protested strongly, 
Bishop Huddleston protested to LBC chairperson Christopher 
Chataway, and AAM chair Bob Hughes MP raised the matter 
with Lord Young at the Department of Employment. The reply 
from junior minister David Trippier merely expressed regret that 
'not all sections of the media have so far heeded the appeal I 
made', and invoked the freedom of the press to justify the 
voluntary nature of the ban. 

A significant concession to the strength of public opinion 
against collaboration with apartheid was the decision in the 
spring by British Airways to allow cabin crews to  refuse to serve 
on the daily flights to Johannesburg, which earn BA some Â£60 
a year. Although not a satisfactory substitute for ending all 
flights between Britain and South Africa - an action which 
would bring Britain into line with the USA, Canadaand Australia 
- this de facto 'conscience clause' at least set a precedent which 
could assist employees in other sectors engaged in efforts to end 
their employers' collaboration with apartheid. 

Emigration 
For the second year running, the number of those leaving South 
Africa exceeded those entering: 

1986 1987 
(January to May) 

Immigration to South Africa 3,131 2,785 
Emigration from South Africa 6,114 5,501 
Net loss 1986: 2,983 

The recent figures show that immigration is virtually drying up, 
despite the attempts of the government to show that 'normality' 
is returning to South Africa. This year there have been few 
recorded incidents of recruitment adverts appearing for skilled 
personnel, mainly because of trade unionists refusing to handle 
copy. The most recent example was the placing of an advert by 
the Blue Ribbon Meat Corporation, for managers, in the Meat 
and Butchering Gazette. This was forcefully challenged by 
USDAW in this country. 

Military and 
Nuclear 
Col laboration 
The Movement has continued to  campaign actively for the 
strengthening and strict implementation by the British govern- 
ment of the UN mandatory arms embargo, as well as cooperating 
closely with the World Campaign against Military and Nuclear 
Colkboration which the AAM initiated in 1979. 

As reported in the 198516 annual report, the AAM assisted in 
the organisation of a seminar on the UN arms embargo in 
London in May 1986, which was organised by the Special 
Committee against Apartheid in cooperation with -the World 
Campaign. Much effort has been put into promoting the decisions 
of that seminar and they found expression in the decision of the 
UN Security Council to adopt unanimously resolution 591 on 
28 November 1986. This resolution, although not mandatory, 
sought to  strengthen the existing UN arms embargo in a number 
of significant ways. Items to be covered by the embargo were to 
include electronic and telecommunications equipment, 
computers, and four-wheel drive vehicles which were destined 
for the military and/or police forces. However, the British 
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government was the only member of the UN Security Council to 
express qualifications and informed the House of Commons that 
no action was required to enforce the resolution as it was simply 
$ clarification of the existing embargo and non-mandatory. 

The World Campaign has been active in seeking the imple- 
wntation of the proposals agreed at the seminar in a number of 
~unt r ies ,  especially the Federal Republic of Germany. 
Approaches have been made to a wide range of religious, trade 
union and parliamentary groups in the FRG by the World 
Campaign with the objective of securing action at a governmental 
level to enforce the embargo. One crucial issue in the FRG has 
been the disclosure that South Africa was supplied with the plans 
bp construct submarines. This move followed the visit of P W 
Botha to western Europe in MayIJune 1984 with the declared 
intention of securing a relaxation of the arms embargo. Within 
ten days of Botha's meeting with Chancellor Kohl, the plans 
were transmitted to South Africa by South Africa's diplomatic 
bag in breach of FRG law. The submarine construction plans 
were illegally delivered to South Africa by the state-owned 
Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft AG and Ingenieurkontor 
Luebeck. 

The World Campaign prepared a detailed briefing on the case, 
highlighting in particular the strategic significance of submarines 
for the South African navy, allowing them to carry out seaborne 
attacks against coastal African states in both the Atlantic and 
Indian oceans, as well as the delivery of supplies to the MNR 
and Unita. It coordinated action in the FRG and internationally 
to seek the prosecution of those responsible. As well as meeting 
officials of the government of the FRG, Abdul Minty, the World 
Campaign's director, gave evidence to a parliamentary enquiry 
set up to investigate the case. 

The World Campaign also participated in a campaign to 
expose the role of the FRG company, Daimler Benz, in supplying 
military vehicles to South Africa and was represented at the 
company's AGM. 

The AAM has worked closely with the World Campaign in 
support of its efforts to secure the suspension of South Africa 
from the International Atomic Energy Agency. In June, the 
board of governors of the IAEA voted to recommend to its 
annual conference that South Africa should be suspended from 
the Agency. However, following systematic lobbying by the US 
administration in particular, the annual conference in September 
voted to postpone acting on the recommendation. In Britain, 
Bob Hughes MP wrote on behalf of the Movement urging the 
government to support the suspension of South Africa. However, 
the government replied with a justification for South Africa's 
continued participation in the IAEA. 

A significant development in the campaign to secure the 
strict enforcement of the UN arms embargo internationally was 
the publication in April 1987 by the US State Department of a 
report entitled 'Compliance with the UN Arms Embargo'. Its 
publication was one of the requirements of the Comprehensive 
Anti-Apartheid Act adopted by the US Congress in October 
1986. Although the full report was classified, the public section 
named seven countries involved in breaches of the arms embargo: 
laael, Italy, France, FRG, UK, Netherlands and Switzerland. 
The report was particularly critical of Israel's role in supplying 
sofas to South Africa Subsequent Israeli statements announcing 
restrictions on its relations with South Africa appeared to  be 
designed to counter possible retaliatory action by the US 
Congress, but there is no evidence yet that they will lead to an 
end to South African/Israeli strategic collaboration. The AAM 
has continued to seek the exposure of this collaboration, t o d  its 
honorary secretary appeared on a Channel 4 film on this issue. 
TBte World Campaign also took up the case of the delivery by 
Iseael to South Africa of two Boeings adapted for in-flight 
refeelling. Such military aircraft clearly enhance South Africa's 
capacity to carry out acts of aggression far beyond its borders. 

The UN Security Council arms embargo committee continues 
to be effectively neutralised by the attitude of some of its 
western members. The World Campaign provided the committee 
with specific details of planned US deliveries of arms to South 
Afaica via Honduras, possibly for onward delivery to Unita, in 
December 1986. The matter is still being investigated. The World 
Campaign's director gave evidence on this and other cases of 
violations of the embargo when he testified to the committee in 

February 1987 at UN headquarters in New York. 
In Britain, there has been further evidence of illegal shipments 

of arms to South Africa. In April 1987, the government admitted 
in parliament that there had been two cases of shipments of 
components of 140mm howitzers by a company known as 
Clement Shaw Ltd via Feliitowe harbour, in November 1984 
and February 1986. None of those involved had been prosecuted 
- the Customs Department simply compounded the case, 
ie imposed a fine of an undisclosed amount without any public 
criminal proceedings. In another case, however, involving 'high 
tech' equipment -long-range aerial photographic reconnaissance 
equipment - two men were brought to court in Isleworth in 
April 1987, found guilty, and had prison sentences imposed of 
six months each with a further three months suspended. 

Amongst the many initiatives of the World Campaign during 
this period was the preparation of a memorandum following the 
plane crash which killed President Machel, in which evidence 
was presented as to how a decoy beacon could have been 
responsible for the crash. The memorandum was published by 
the Mozambique information agency (AIM) on 14 November 
1986 and widely reproduced. 

On 17 July, Col R F Crowther, South Africa's military attache 
in London, relinquished his duties and returned to South Africa. 
On the same day, three men believed to have connections with 
South Africa and/or the armed forces of the former colony of 
Rhodesia appeared in Lambeth magistrates' court in London 
charged with conspiring together and with others to kidnap 
members of the ANC. The charges covered the period from 
1 October 1986 to the date of their arrest on 10 July 1987. A 
fourth man, resident in Anglesey, was similarly charged a few 
days later. AAM chairperson Bob Hughes MP wrote to the home 
secretary seeking guarantees for the safety of South Africans 
and Namibians living legally in Britain. The South African 
government subsequently sought to nominate a successor to 
Col Crowther, but was told - in conformity with EEC policy 
not to accept accreditation from South African military attaches 
- that this was unacceptable. 

Sports Boycott 
Although there were no major tours to or from South Africa 
this year, Britain continues to be a key country collaborating 
with apartheid sport, and the government's commitment to the 
Commonwealth Gleneagles Agreement lacks conviction, despite 
constant pressure from the AAMW'the South African Non- 
Racial Olympic Committee (SANR6C) over the year. The 
Movement has maintained a close working relationship with 
SANROC, as well as continued liaison with the Campaign for 
Fair Play and the Black British Conference against Apartheid 
Sport (BBCAAS). 

RUGBY: A South African touring side, 'The Hedgehogs', 
purportedly a non-representative side, but more likely represen- 
ting the University of Cape Town* appeared in December in 
breach of the boycott. The Movement made fruitless approaches 
to the RFU and the government.,with. the latter denying a need 
to intervene because the remainingmches had apparently been 
called off. In fact, further m a t c h e s , ~ ~  secretly arranged. The 
whole tour was deliberately o r g a n d i n  great secrecy, although 

-a picket did take place of a match in Beckenham, organised by 
local anti-apartheid activists. , ,  

A rugby tour of South Africa took place in July and August, 
under the auspices of a Sussex side, 'Falbridge Juniors', which in 
reality was a representative student squad. The Movement 
approached the RFU and the government for intervention, as 
well as writing to leading student rugby players urging them not 
to go on such a tour, from which only two positive replies were 
received. The support of local student unions was also sought 
where top rugby teams existed. The Movement liaised closely 
with the NUS over this student tour, and NUS approached, the 
major student sporting bodies as well as the RFU and student 
unions. A considerable amount of press coverage was secured 
over the campaign, but the tour went ahead, with the RFU 
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boycott and how Simon had breached it. Jerry Damrners, 
founder of Artists Against Apartheid, handed in a letter at the 
Royal Albert Hall and gave several interviews in defence of 
AAM policy. Intense media interest surrounded the whole affair, 
with the music press often taking a more positive approach to 
the cultural boycott than the mainstream media. The April issue 
of AA News carried a ftill account of the development of the 
AAM's policy in this area, which was well received. The ANC 
endorsed the action taken by the AAM inrelation to Paul Simon. 

Throughout the debates surrounding the cultural boycott, 
the Movement was in close contact with the ANC, its London 
office and national executive committee, providing material 
summarising the AAM's policy and experience in this area when 
requested. In an extension of these discussions, the Movement 
was able to benefit from a meeting in March with the leading 
anti-apartheid artiste, Hairy Belafonte, who gave a briefing on 
developments in the United States in relation to the cultural 
boycott. In May, ANC President 0 R Tambo, in the course of 
the Canon Collins Memorial Lecture in London, identified the 
need to give positive support to 'the developing and vibrant 
culture of our people' and to 'the alternative structures that our 
people have created and  are creating'. These remarks were 
prefaced by the statement: 'The boycott campaigns, from their 
inception in the late fifties, were aimed at the total isolation of 
apartheid South Africa. This objective is inviolate and needs to 
be pursued with even greater vigour.' The national committee, 
in the light of the diverse interpretations being placed on the 
speech, decided to seek clarification of its implications. 

The UN Register of Performers who have been to South Africa 
has continued to be promoted and provides a useful campaigning 
tool. In April, the AAM undertook considerable research to 
assist the UN to update the register, with the addition to it of 
the names of a number of British performers. Meanwhile, Leeds 
city council was but one of a growing numberof local authorities 
to have denied the use of council-controlled venues to those 
appearing on the register. Partly as a result of this trend, the 
number of artiites giving pledges to the UN not to return to 
South Africa is also growing and has now reached around 100 
since the register was launched in 1981. Amongst those to have 
secured the removal of their names from the register in the past 
year by endorsing the boycott have been Dolly Partonand Queen. 

Equity, the actors' union, reaffirmed its 12-year-old policy of 
not allowing its members to work on television programmes that 
would be sold to South Africa. This decision of Equity's council, 
by a majority of 28 to seven, on 21 July, followed a controver- 
sial attempt at a council meeting a week earlier to abandon the 
policy - a decision taken by a small majority against the legal 
advice given to the union. This outcome brought Equity back 
into line with the boycott policy of the film technicians' union 
ACTT, which allows its members to work in South Africa only 
on news and current affairs programmes. 

The broadcasting unions and the National Union of Journa- 
lists were due to meet in Septemberfollowing controversy about 
the sale of BBC features, news and current affairs programmes 
to South Africa. The AAM's chairperson wrote to BBC chairman 
Marmaduke Hussey in August expressing concern; the reply 
confirmed that the BBC does not promote or distribute TV 
videos for home use in South Africa, and does not sell 'entertain- 
ment programmes' to  South Africa, but defended the sale of 
'journalistic output' material, claiming that 'proper and sensible 
safeguards' protected it from editing that would impair its 
quality or integrity. . 

ARTISTS AGAINSTAPARTHEID 

The work of Artists Against Apartheid, headed by Jerry 
Dammers, continues to be important, generating both political 
support for the Movement's policies, especially in the cultural 
field, and financial support for its activities. Individual stands 
against apartheid by writers and performing artistes are signifi- 
cant. A large number of poets and writers gave their support to 
a 'Poets Against Apartheid* event organised by the Poetry Society 
for the British Defence and Aid Fund; and playwright Caryl 
Phillips refused to allow the film, 'Playing Away', for which he 
had written the script, to be shown at the opening of the 
Durban Film Festival in May. 

The growing enthusiasm for people's sanctions has led a 
number of people working in publishing to question the involve- 
ment of various publishing houses in South Africa, and to explore 
the perspective of diiinvestment by such companies (as already 
carried out by the US firm McGraw-Hi) and the possibilities of 
ending commercial sales to South Africa. 

Academic Boycott 
The academic boycott remains an important area of work where 
growing successes have accrued in the international campaign 
for the academic isolation of apartheid South Africa. The 
strength and success of the boycott have been highlighted by an 
article in Nature magazine, May 1987, entitled 'Boycotts are 
biting hard', where the effectiveness of the boycott wasadmitted, 
including an admission by the president of the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) that their recruitment 
had shrunk from around 100 scientists a year to two or three 
individuals. There can be no doubt that the continued vigilance 
of AA groups, students, college staff and others has ensured that 
South Africa is now feeling very isolated. 

The Movement has continued to support and initiate academic 
boycott campaigns. Examples this year where the Movement has 
provided assistance and support include the case of the editor of 
the prestigious academic journal of the Linnean Society, who 
took a stand by refusing to accept contributions from South 
Africa, and a Birmingham academic who sought advice from the 
Movement in relation to receiving an academic from the Univer- 
sity of Pretoria and subsequently terminated his contact with 
the South African. The Movement has addressed a number of 
gatherings of academics in relation to the boycott, promoting a 
strengthening of the boycott with considerable success. 

The highly successful campaign in relation to the World 
Archaeological Congress has continued to develop, following OB 
from the Southampton congress and in the run-up to the 
conference in W i z ,  FRG, in August 1987, where South 
Africans were allowed. The Movement has continued to support 
the campaign initiated around Southampton, including lobbying 
the Czechoslovakian embassy in relation to the exclusion of 
South African and Namibian participants if Prague is the next 
congress venue. 

Students have also continued to be vigilant in relation to the 
boycott. One important example was the successful campaign 
run by Leeds University Union to  secure a university senate 
policy in support of the academic boycott, the first such in an 
English university. This stand was supported by the Movement 
and received considerable publicity - it provides an example for 
%ther colleges to take up. Student unions, with the support of 
the Movement and the NUS, have been campaigning in many 
colleges in relation to the activities of AIESEC (International 
Association of Students in Economics and Management), which 
has a South African section and promotesinternational exchanges 
and collaboration in breach of the boycott. AIESEC UK has not 
opposed South Africa's status, and local student unions have 
lobbied and in some cases banned AIESEC local branches 
because of this collaboration and intransigence. 

In the recent period, Sheffield University has undertaken a 
major piece of research work in relation to South African-funded 
research being undertaken in colleges, which will provide a 
further important focus for campaigning for a strengthening of 
the boycott in colleges. 
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SATIS has campaigned on behalf of all these trade unionists, 
including Moses Mayekiso, who with four others stands accused 
of treason in connection with the activities of the Alexandra 
Action Committee and whose case aroused particular concern in 
Britain. The AAM raised it with the TUC and (jointly with 
SATIS) with the government. SATIS distributed widely material 
about detained trade unionists to many trade union branches. 
The AAM national committee meeting in September 1987 
undertook to launch with SATIS a campaign specifically on trade 
unionists to mobilise further action in relation to all these cases. 

NAMIBIAN ARRESTS: The detention under section 6 of the 
Terrorism Act of five top SWAPO and trade union leaders on 18 
August 1987 met a swift international response. The following 
day, the chairpersons of the AAM and SATIS, Bob Hughes MP 
and Geoffrey Bindman, urged the foreign secretary to intervene. 
On 21 August, the West German government, on behalf of the 
European Community, called for the detainees' release. A few 

days later, Ben Uulenga, Mineworkers Union of Namibia ( M m )  
general secretary, was also detained on his return from Britain. 
Other protests were made, including by the TUC, and the 
SATISIAAM delegation to the Foreign Office on 9 September 
again raised the matter. Two days later all the detainees were 
released, and expressed their gratitude for the actions taken. 

Geoffrey Bindrnan, SATIS chairperson, visited South Africa in 
February as a representative of the International Commission of 
Jurists to prepare a report on the situation there in respect of 
the rule of law. The initial article was published in the August 
edition of the ICiJ journal, Justice. This visit attracted some 
considerable publicity, especially the information it revealeeton 
the plight of children under apartheid. 

SATIS helped with the organisation of a memorial service for 
Steve Biko on 13  September 1987 (see Multi-Faith section for 
further details). 

International. Work 
The Movement has continued to be actively involved in promoting 
support for its policies at an international level and in seeking to 
strengthen coordination and liaison with other anti-apartheid 
and solidarity movements. 

Once again, a very heavy burden of this work has fallen on 
the shoulders of the Movement's president, Bishop Trevor 
Huddleston, and its honorary secretary, Abdul Minty, who also 
serves as director of the World Campaign against Military and 
Nuclear Collaboration with South Africa. 

By far the most important initiative in which the AAM was 
involved was the Harare International Conference on Children, 
Repression and the Law in Apartheid South Africa. Convened 
by Bishop Huddleston and held under the auspices of the 
Bishop Ambrose Reeves Trust (BART), this conference not only 
highlighted the plight of children in South Africa but gave a 
fresh momentum to the ,entire worldwide campaign against 
apartheid. It also provideda new dynamic to the relationship 
between the struggle inside South Africa and the international 
solidarity movement. , . 

The Movement has c o k u e d  to liaise closely with the United 
Nations and, in particular, the UN Special Committee against 
Apartheid and the Council tor Namibia. In Febmary, the AAM's 
honorary and executiq,s~retaries were both invited to aSpecial 
Strategy Session which the Special Committee against Apartheid 
convened at the UN headquarters in New York. As well as 
providing an important opportunity to  consider the future 
development of camWgITOg. strategies, the meeting enabled the 
AAM representatives to extensive consultations with US 
groups and both the Centre Against Apartheid and the 
Council for Namibia. 

The chairman of the Special Committee, Major-General 
Garba, visited Britain in March for a programme organised by 
the Movement which including participating in the launch of the 
Shell Boycott campaign and addressing the Royal Comhon- 
wealth Society. GenerqAGarba also visited Bristol and Southamp- 
ton where he was able to meet activists engaged in people's 
sanctions campaigns. "He visited Britain again in July for the 
International Student Conference sponsored by the UN Special 
Committee and organised with the assistance of the AAM and 
the National Union of Students (further reported under 
Students below). 4. .- * 

The United Nations- appointed a new assistant secretary 
general for the Centre Against Apartheid, Mr Mousouris, and he 
also visited London twi$e'during this period, which provided the 
opportunity for usefulexchanges of view about relations between 

it; * 

the AAM and the UN. 
Relations with the UN Council for Namibia have also been 

strengthened during this period. As reported in the Namibia 
section of this report, the AAM was represented at a number of 
events organised by the Council. Both the Council and the 
Special Committee made grants available to the Movement to 
assist in its work. The Movement also cooperated with the 
Centre Against Apartheid in producing publicity material. 

The Movement has continued to liaise closely with the 
Commonwealth Secretariat and the Commonwealth's Southern 
Africa Committee. Following the Commonwealth review meeting 
in London in August 1986, dose contact has been maintained 
with many Commonwealth governments to ensure that the 
momentum for Commonwealth action is maintained. Especially 
dose contact has been maintained with India. The Movement's 
president and honorary secretary visited New Delhi for an 
International Youth Conference in January 1987 to mark the 
75th anniversary of the foundation of the ANC, and were able 
to hold extensive consultations with the Indiin prime minister 
and other senior government ministers. Again in August, they 
attended a parliamentarians' meeting in New Delhi, during which 
further consultations were held. India has assumed a particularly 
significant role on the question of Southern Africa, as reflected 
by Prime Minister Gandhi's chairmanship of the AFRICA Fund 
established at the initiative of the Non-Aligned Movement. 

An important area of work has been the strengthening of 
relations with other anti-apartheid movements. There have been 
numerous visits to Mandela Street from groups all over the 
world. Abdul Minty represented the Movement at an interna- 
tional 'Workshop on Namibia and Sanctions' for anti-apartheid 
and solidarity organisations held in Stockholm in October 1986, 
and the Movement has been involved in consultations to prepare 
for a follow-up meeting in the autumn of 1987. Abdul Minty 
&o participated in a meeting convened in Strasbourg by the 
Association of West European Parliamentarians against Apart- 
heid in May. 

The Shell Boycott has required close liaison with other anti- 
apartheid organisations; one liaison meeting was hosted at 
Mandela Street, and the AAM was represented at a follow-up 
meeting in Amsterdam. 

London was also the venue in January of an international 
women's conference in solidarity with the struggle in Southern 
Africa. The AAM women's committee assisted with the 
preparations and both it and the AAM EC were represented at 
the conference, which was opened by Bishop Huddleston. 
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discuss matters of common concern. It is 
hoped that further such exchanges will 
take place. 

In a series of significant moves, the 
TUC has joined the AAM in initiating the 
National Petition Campaign (see SATIS) 
and in sponsoring major events such as 
the national; convention, the conference 
for sanctions against South African coal, 
and the 'Sanctions Now!' demonstration. 
The AAM, although a non-trade union 
organisation, had a complimentary stall at 
the 1987 TUC congress. The AAM's fringe 
rally was the biggest such event during 
congress week and included speakers from 
the NUNW, COSATU, SACTU and the 
British NUM. 

Especially welcome has been the devel- 
opment of TUC work on Namibia. The 
TUC hosted two press conferences for 
Ben Uulenga from the NUNW and made a 
major contribution to the international 
campaign for his release from detention. 
Both the NUNW and SWAPO were invited 
as guests to congress, and the TUC's reso- 
lution recognising the NUNW represents 
an important development. Much remains 
to be done, however, to carry this aware- 
ness of the Namibian issue to the member- 
ship of TUC affiliates. 

Trade union committee 
The continued progress in the trade union 
movement could not have been achieved 
without the hard work and commitment 
of the AAM trade union committee. The 
committee continues to meet monthly, 
chaired by national committee member 
Fred Cameson. Of the AAM's 38 national 
affiliates, 35 have taken up the opportu- 
nity to be represented on the committee. 
A welcome development is theincreasingly 
active role being taken by the.recent trade 

" . 
union affiliates. 

The committee has followed closely 
developments within the trade union 
movement in South Africa and Namibia, 
and is at the centre of the close relation- 
ship developing between the Movement 
on the one hand and COSATU and the 
NUNW on the other. Ben Uulenga 
addressed a meeting of the committee on 
developments within the Namibian trade 
union movement. A message of solidarity 
from the AAM was read out at the second 
COSATU congress. Close contact is main- 
tained with SACTU owt  sS a@ects of the 
AAM's trade union work. 

As a result of the work of the commit- 
tee and with the able assistance of George 
Lobo, the AAM was represented (by way 
of a bookstall and in s h e  cases a fringe 
meeting) at the following union con- 
ferences: BETA, BIW. CPSA, CSU, 
ACTT, FBU, IPCS, IR* NALGO, NCU, 
NATFHE, COHSE, USOW, UCW, TASS 
and SCPS. In addition; &%I materials 
were placed on the publicity stalls at the 
conferences of the TSSA, APEX and 
ASTMS. Representatives of South African 
trade unions or liberation movements 
addressed the confe+s of TASS 
(ANC), NUR, STE, Q^-&.SF, FBU, 
NCU (SACTU) and SCf6 (SAYCO). 
Many unions adopted new or improved 
positions on the question of Southern 

Africa, @I@ several emergency motions 
were passed" calling for financial assistance 
to be given to SARHWU. The FBU raised 
Â£3,00 at its conference for this appeal. 
In addition, there were indications of 
developing support among unions not 
affiliated to the AAM, such as the FDA 
and NUIW, and a fringe meeting was held 
at th" ISTC conference on ending the use 
of South African minerals in the produc- 
tion of steel in this country. 

Three more national trade unions have 
affiliated to the AAM: NAPO, NUFLAT 
and the TSSA. Membership at regional 
and local level has remained steady, with 
600 trade union branches, regional com- 
mittees and trades councils in national 
membership (many more are affiliated to 
local groups). 

The work at trade union conferences 
has been followed up by extensive educa- 
tional work, providing speakers at trade 
union meetings and schools, and material 
for trade union branches. AAM has main- 
tained close liaison with many national 
trade union officers regarding the develop- 
ments and implementation of anti- 
apartheid policy. A special meeting was 
convened to discuss theimplicationsof the 
Local Government Bill for anti-apartheid 
work in local and public authorities. 

The committee cooperated in the 
production and promotion of a special 
trade union issue of AA News, an extra 
50,000 copies of which were circulated 
around trade union branches, including 
12,000 throughout the NUM. The AAM 
has been given useful coverage in a number 
of trade union journals, with the USDAW 
(Dawn) and TASS journals being especially 
supportive. A number of unions have 
introduced sessions on apartheid into 
their education modules. A special meeting 
was held of trade union education officers 
to pool resources, exchange ideas and to 
identify futureneeds in this area. 

More unions have produced special 
educational material aimed at their 
members. The excellent NUM pamphlet, 
Miners United Against Apartheid, was 
distributed to all members. Other unions 
producing special material for their 
members include USDAW, NATFHE and 
the NUR. 

More unions are developing structures 
to  implement their anti-apartheid policies. 
NALGO, NUR, ACTT and the NUJ have 
well-developed specialist bodies for 
carrying out this work. In addition, with 
anti-apartheid work assuming greater 
importance in the international work of 
many trade unions, the AAM has been 
invited to attend and advise several 
committees. 

The Movement has worked with 
USDAW on strengthening the consumer 
boycott, and provided advice and guidance 
to the GMB for a major conference on 
strategies for disinvestment, for pension 
fund trustees. This event, in Manchester 
in September, attracted considerable 
media attention. 

An increasingly important coordinating 
and initiating role is being performed by 
the South West, Tyneside, Yorkshire and 
Humberside regional trade union commit- 

tees. A number of local and regional AA 
have recognised the importance of 

deve oping work in the trade union move- 
ment through the establishment of trade 
union sub-committees or liaison officers. 

' Several AAM conferences aimed at the 
labour movement have had the support of 
regional TUCs. 

The AAM mourns the loss of Mike 
Perkins, who died this year. Mike, a 
former president of the SCPS and that 
union's representative on the AAM 
national committee. was a powerful 
advocate of the liberation struggle in 
South Africa and Namibia, and his contri- 
bution to our campaigns will be sadly 
missed. 

Trade union action for sanctions 
Many unions are now devising campaigns 
to give effect to people's sanctions, 
particularly in support of the consumer 
boycott. One of the most significant 
victories was that won, after a long- 
running campaign, by workers at Fords 

Dagenham, who secured guarantees from 
management that they would cease direct 
exports to South Africa. This accounted 
for Â£4 million worth of trade. In addi- 
tion, Fords agreed to stop the import of 
P100 pick-up vans. 

TASS gave a lead in the Shell boycott 
campaign by instructing all full-time 
officials not to purchase Shell products 
whilst on union business. Support for the 
Shell campaign was included in the resolu- 
tion passed at TUC congress. USDAW was 
instrumental in obtaining a decision from 
the Co-op retail outlets to  stop stocking 
South African produce. The union has 
also been applying pressure on the other 
major food outlets in this country. Other 
important work has been carried out 
among local authorities and the unions 
organising in this sector. 

A setback was the injunction secured 
by Central TV against members of the 
ACTT preventing them from implementing 
union policy of refusing to transmit 
adverts for South African produce. Faced 
with the possibility of a substantial fine 
or sequestration of assets, the ACTT was 
forced to comply. ACTT and AAM 
members staged protest pickets outside 
the IBA in London and Central TV's 
premises in Birmingham. The debate in 
Equity is reported elsewhere. 

A most welcome development has been 
the campaign established by the AAM 
and NUM to stop coal imports into the 
UK and EEC (covered in detail elsewhere). 
On 12 September over 400 people 
attended a demonstration outside the 
Worksop offices of Burnett and Hallam- 
shire, a company with extensive mining 
interests in South Africa. The AAM/NUM 
Coal conference on 19 September is also 
reported elsewhere. 

Sheffield AAM launched a similar 
initiative to stop the use of South African 
minerals in the production of steel in this 
country. The ISTC took the first step in 
supporting this campaign by agreeing at 
its annual conference to 'demand an end 
to all nonstrategic imports, especially 
steel-related ones, from South Africas. 
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and awareness from amongst/-these 
organisations and their membkrship. 
Amongst others, the Movement has 
addressed meetings at Liberal Youth Day 
and BYC conference. 

The Movement also continues to deal 
with a considerable number of requests 
for speakers, materials and information 
from a wide range of local youth organi- 
sations such as LPYS branches, "youth 
dubs and church youth groups. 

Education 
Educational work is a developing priority 
of the Movement. A growing number of 
requests for materials and information are 
being dealt with from students and 
teachers as increasing numbers of schools 
are including studies on apartheid in their 
courses. Likewise, many more schools are 
requesting speakers from the Movement; 
this service continues to expand, covering 
a wide range of schools and addresses to 
sixth form conferences, school assemblies, 
general studies classes, etc. 

Local authorities and LEAS are 
continuing to develop anti-apartheid 
policies in the education arena and into 
the curriculum in particular, and the 
Movement is cooperating with the NSC- 
LAAA in developing this important area 
of work. One particular focus is the forth- 
coming NSC conference on Education on 
Apartheid, to be hosted by Rotherham 
borough council in November, which will 
tackle the development _of LEA anti- 
apartheid policies and concrete initiatives 
in the curriculum. The Movement is parti- 
cipating in the working group planning 
the conference, and it is hoped it will 
attract a wide range of LEAmembers, staff 
and teachers. This year again the local 
authority ten days of action was taken up 
by LEAS and resulted in schools using 
various exhibitions, displays, videos, etc. 

The development of educational work 
with the teaching unions was undoubtedly 
strengthened by a successful conference 
held in November on education against 
apartheid organised by the World Univer- 
sity Service and sponsored by the AUT, 
NATFHE, NUT and NUS, which the 
Movement supported and participated in 
fully. The Movement also continues to 
support the educational work of the 
British Defence and Aid Fund and has 
promoted the valuable resource book for 
teachers, The Child is Not Dead, jointly 
produced by BDAF and ILEA. 

Health 
The AAM health committee has benefited 
from an influx of new members, which has 
enabled it to strengthen its campaigning 
for the isolation of South Africa in the 
health field, and the spread of information 

about the devastating effects of apartheid 
on the health of the black majority in 
South Africa and Namibia. Active cam- 
paigning to raise money to buy medical 
supplies for the liberation movements has 
been sustained under the auspices of the 
Medical Aid Campaign for Southern 

.Africa (MACSA). 
The work of the health committee was 

given new impetus this year by the news 
of South Africa's resignation from the 
International Planned Parenthood Federa- 
tion, following three years of concerted 
campaigning. This was followed closely 
by South Africa's expulsion from the 
International Red Cross. The health 
committee has focused its attention on 
physiotherapists in an attempt to gain the 
expulsion of the South African Society of 
Physiotherapists from the World Congress 
of Physical Therapy. A briefing document 
on the case for the expulsion of South 
African physiotherapists has been 
produced and was circulated through 
contacts at the congress in Australia. 

Lobbying of the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists has continued this year in an 
effort to gain the expulsion of South 
Africa from international psychiatry. This 
resulted in the adoption of a resolution 
by the College in January condemning 
apartheid and encouraging the breakage 
of links with South Africa. 

Developing contacts in the medical 
schools and the campaign to stop electives 
to South Africa haye teen actively pursued 
this year. Many fu$@iiing events for the 
MACSA have been organised throughout 
the London medical schools, and an 
activists' conference for students in the 
health sector was planned for October 
1987. Discussions .have also been 
commenced to lay the groundwork for a 
conference of health service trade 
unionists in 1988. 

Health and Liberation, the quarterly 
bulletin of the health committee, has 
covered the campaigns of the health 
committee and a regular update on the 
health situation in Southern Africa, as 
well as special issues focusing on the 
boycott and the effects of the state of 
emergency on the health of the people of 
South Africa. 

Updates have been done of the health 
committee's leaflets on student electives, 
nursing recruitment and its educational 
leaflet, 'Apartheid Kills'. Members of the 
health committee have also travelled 
widely to speak at meetings on health in 
South Africa. Further educational work 
has involved steps in the production of an 
exhibition oh health in South Africa. 

The MACSA has continued to be widely 
supported this year. Many fundraising 
events have been organised throughout 
the country, and health committee 
members have organised a successful 
sponsored walk and a raffle. There is a 
great need, however, to  increase such 
efforts in fundraising throughout the 
Movement in the coming year. 

Women 
An increasing number of women are 
showing interest in and commitment to 
the struggle for liberation in South Africa 
and Namibia. In the past year, the 
women's committee has worked towards 
building links with women in this country 
as well as in Southern Africa, through the 
newsletter, workshops, meetings, cam- 
paigns and outreach work. In order to 
strengthen these links and to create a net- 
work of women committed to ending - 
apartheid, the women's committee 
proposed, in a resolution passed at the 
last AGM, that all local groups should 
appoint a women's officer to liaise 
directly, with the Women's Committee. 

The Women 'S Committee Newsletter is 
an important means of communicating 
with women both in this country and 
abroad. It plays a vital role in educating 
and informing people about women's 
resistance to the triple oppression of race, 
class and gender imposed by the apartheid 
regime in Soath Africa and Namibia. The 
newsletter's new format and design have 
increased its popularity and enabled it to 
attract moresubscribers. 

In the past year, the newsletter has 
carried reports of campaigning work by, 
women in Britain, eg the protest letters 
sent to several women's magazines 
refused to publish 'Boycott South African 
goods' advertising, and news of the 

uth Afdwqpolitical 
e m  Ramashamola. 
variety of women's 

'grass-roots" '&tivities, from picketing 
supermarketsselling South African goods 
to collecting material aid. 

Inspired by a suggestion from the ANC 
Women's Section, members of the 
women's committee pooled their creative 
skills to makea koge banner consisting of 
12-inch square tocos submitted by a wide 
variety of women's organisations in 
Britain. This banner symbolises the 
diversity of women's organisations which 
are ~ o r k i n g ~ i n  solidarity with the libera- 
tion strugglein South Africa and Namibia. 
The banner was on display for the first 
time at the ANC celebration to mark 
South African Women's Day on 9 August 
in London. 

To celebrate International Women's 
Day in March, the women's committee 
arranged a public meeting with speakers 
from ANC, SWAPO, SACTU and SWAPO 
Women's Solidarity Campaign. There was 
entertainment in the form of poetry and 
political folk-singing, and the event was 
sponsored by the feminist magazine Spare 
Rib. The women's committee also lent 
its support to an international conference, 
entitled 'Solidarity with Southern African 
Womeny, which was held in London in 
February. Organised by the National 
Assembly of Women and the Women's 
International Democratic Federation, it 
was attended by women from many parts 
of the world, including delegates from the 
front line states. 
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ORGANISATION 
The organisational work of the Movemend has focused on the implementation of Challenging Apartheid. This was 
the title of a report published by the AAM in September 1986 which outlined the developments necessary for the 
Movement's organisation and structure to  enable it to respond to the challenge of the final stage of the freedom 
struggle in Southern Africa. .* 

Challenging Apartheid was the result of the work of the development sub-committee set up in 1982, whose , 
interim report was presented to the 1985 AGM. The proposals in Challenging Apartheid covered the role of local 
anti-apartheid groups; the establishment of a two-tier membership structure for individuals; the creation of a series 
of categories of affiliated organisations; new methods of communication, especially the production of a Campaign 
Bulletin; the strengthening of democracy within the AAM, including the establishment of a delegate AGM; and 
new initiatives to  develop the campaigning skills of AAM 'activists. 

The consequent constitutional changes were ratified by the AGM in January 1987, and in February a credentials 
committee was elected as required under the new constitution by the national committee. Extensive work has 
been necessary, particularly by the membership, secretary and local groups organiser, to  make the necessary 
changes in administrative arrangements for the new constitution to  operate properly, and thanks are due to all 
those who have contributed to the required reorganisation in membership procedures. All affiliated organisations 
were required to complete new information forms in order to enable the new system to become operational, and 
local anti-apartheid groups had to act likewise in order to be accepted as recognised local AA groups under the 
new constitution. These new procedures have placed the Movement on a much sounder organisational basis. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The national individual membership of the AAM is currently 
8,400. National membership figures have never accurately 
reflected the real level of support for the AAM as there are many 
activists who have in the past simply joined their local group but 
not the national Movement. Under the new system, local groups 
will supply the AAM HQ each year a list of names and addresses 
of LOCAL members so  that for the first time a national record 
of the entire membership can be maintained. This new member- 
ship structure has obvious advantages and will also provide the 
basis for a mass recruitment into the AAM through the local 
membership category. 

A new renewal system has been introduced both for indivi- 
dual members and affiliated organisations. Individual members 
now receive a special renewal card with an envelope the month 
before their membership expires, instead of a series of renewal 
forms with different issues of AA News. I t  is hoped that the 
new procedure for renewals will ensure that a much higher per- 
centage of renewals is achieved than a t  present. 

The affiliation fee for organisations now covers a one-year 
period from 1 July. Organisations which affiliate during the year 
pay the full year's subscription unless they join between 1 April 
and 30 June, in which case they pay for the following financial 
year. This new arrangement has been introduced to  rationalise 
procedures at  Mandela Street and so that the period covered by 
the affiliation fee coincides with the AAM's financial year. 

New membership subscription rates for national individual 
members and affiliated organisations were approved by the 
national committee in May 1987. 

To secure wider support for our policies and campaigns, it is 
vital that the AAM expands its membership. The new member- 
ship drive as agreed by the national committee is to be launched 
in December 1987. Effectively undertaken, this campaign 
should result in a much greater rise in membership in 1988. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The annual general meeting is the major opportunity during the 
year for AAM members to  play a part in the formulation of 
policy and to discuss plans for campaigning for the period ahead. 
Resolutions adopted form the frameworkof policy for the  AAM, 
and constitutional changes have t o  be ratified by the AGM. 

The AGM scheduled for 1986 took place on 10-11 January 
1987 because no suitable premises could be found for a date in 
the autumn of 1986. For the first time, the AGM took place 
over two days and a small registration fee was charged. It was 
held at the Camden Centre, London. 

The AGM carried out an extensive programme of work, and 
34 resolutions were adopted which incorporated 61 of the 76 
motions on the final order paper. In contrast to previous years, 
only 12 motions were remitted to the national committee due 
to  lack of time. 

The AGM also considered a series of amendments to  the 

constitution which arose as a result of the report, Challenging 
Apartheid. These involved a number of significant changes in the 
organisation of the Movement, including the establishment of a 
dual-tier structure for individual members (local and national), 
as well as a delegate AGM. All these amendments were ratified. 

The AGM elected a new national committee and discussed 
plans for campaigning on sanctions and Namibia.. 

The national committee agreed in February 1987 that the 
first delegate AGM should take place in November 1987 in 
Sheffield over two days. The new structure for the AGM is 
intended t o  increase the democratic involvement of the member- 
ship both nationally and locally in the formulation of policy, as 
well as providing a better forum for debate and discussion. 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

The national committee is the policy-making body of the Move- 
ment and carries out its work within the framework of AGM 
resolutions. Its members comprise the president, vice-presidents 
and sponsors; 30 individual members elected at the AGM; one 
representative of each recognised local anti-apartheid group 
(except when its membership is over 250, in which case it is 
entitled to two representatives); two representatives of the 
Scottish Committee and the national committee of the WAAM; 
and representatives of 25 national or  regional organisations 
elected annually from amongst such organisations. The Southern 
African liberation movements attend the national committee in 
a special category with observer status, and observers are invited 
from organisations and groups supporting the aims of the AAM. 

The national committee met six times during the period 
covered by this report. One of these meetings was in Birmingham, 
the remainder in London. 

In view of the mounting international dissatisfaction with 
Britain's role in protecting the Botha rej-irne from sanctions, and 
the consequent dangers of retaliatory action against British 
interests in third countries motivated by solidarity with the 
liberation struggle, the national committee approved a policy 
paper endorsing such actions as being in line with the Move- 
ment's policy. 

The meeting in December 1986 reviewed the work of the 
Movement prior to  the postponed AGM and agreed on the plans 
for 'A New Offensive for Sanctions'; whilst the January meeting, 
held immediately after the AGM, was primarily concerned with 
the election of officers and the executive. 

In February, the national committee gave detailed considera- 
tion t o  the action required to implement the resolutionsadopted 
at the AGM, as well as reviewing the implementation of the 
'New Offensive for Sanctions'. The meeting also established two 
working parties, as required by resolutions adopted at the AGM, 
concerning the front line states and black and ethnic minority 
communities. The meeting was addressed by Ben Uulenga, 
general secretary of the newly-formed Mineworkers Union of 
Namibia, and Archie Gumede, the CO-president of the United 
Democratic Front. 
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The May meeting likewise benefited from a direct input from 
participants engaged in the struggle in Southern Africa, when 
two representatives of the newly-formed South African Youth 
Congress reported on its foundation and planned activities. This 
meeting also gave detailed consideration to a report on banking 
links with South Africa and Namibia and endorsed its recom- 
mendations unanimously, including the lifting of the Barclays 
boycott. The meeting also agreed to  a number of minor adjust- 
ments in the membership subscription rates and approved 
amendments to the standing orders. 

The July meeting provided the first opportunity for the 
AAM collectively to assess the results of the general election and 

, the future direction of our work. Various initiatives were agreed, 
as well as a policy statement concerning the Local Government 
Bill. The meeting also endorsed the participation of the Move- 
ment in the Free All Apartheid's Detainees National Petition 
Campaign, as well as plans for a campaign to  stop apartheid 
executions. The meeting received a report on the action taken 
by the executive officers and the PLP AA group to reverse the 
ban which had been arbitrarily imposed by the Metropolitan 
Police on demonstrations outside South Africa House. 

The meeting of the national committee in September, which 
considers the preparations for the AGM, adopted the Political 
Report and two changes to the constitution involving youth 
anti-apartheid committees and associate members. Amongst 
other items on a heavy agenda was the draft report of the black 
and ethnic minorities working party. 

In view of the financial situation facing the Movement, all 
the national committee meetings gave-careful consideration to  
reports from the treasurer on theMovement's finances. There 
were also detailed reports presented to several meetings on the 
implementation of ~hallen&ng Apartheid. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The executive committee, which is elected by and from the 
national committee, advises the national committee and sees to  
the execution of policies and campaigns decided on. It  meets at 
least monthly and more frequently when required. 

Its composition has undergone some changes during the 
period of this report. Previously consisting of up to  six officers 
and eight other elected members, the potential number of 
officers has been increased to nine and there are two ex-officio 
positions nominated by the Scottish Committee and the national 
committee of WAAM. 

The expansion in the number of officers arises from the 
decision to create a position of deputy executive secretary and 
to allow for up to four vice-chairpersons. 

The executive committee can coopt up to  six individuals and 
four such cooptions were made for this year. It can alsoestablish 
sub-committees and those currently functioning are the trade 
union, health, women's multi-faiths and finance committees. A 
fundraising projects sub-committee functions as asub-committee 
of the finance committee. In addition, there is the editorial 
board of Anti-Apartheid News, which is also a sub-committee of 
the executive committee. 

The executive committee has focused much of its attention 
on the steps necessary to strengthen the functioning of the 
Movement's headquarters. The rapid expansion of the AAM, in 
particular from 1984 onwards, had resulted in an intolerable 
situation at Mandela Street. Crucial decisions were required in 
relation to both the expansion of the headquarters and the 
expansion of the staff. After a thorough consideration of the 
alternatives, it was decided in November 1986 to seek additional 
premises on Mandela Street, and the following month, at a 
special meeting, detailed plans were agreed concerning the expan- 
sion of the staff and the establishment of internal structures t o  
ensure more effective communication and liaison amongst the 
staff, and between the staff and the executive committee. h 

Much progress has been made towards achieving the full 
implementation of the decisions taken, both in relation to the 
AAM HQ as well as the expansion of the staff. When completed, 
the Movement will be well placed to face the challenges posed 
by the final stages of the freedom struggle in Southern Africa. 

AAM HEADQUARTERS 

The AAM moved t o  its current headquarters in Mandela Street, 
then known as Selous Street, in 1983. As reported last year, 
Camden council was able to provide temporary accommodation 
on Mandela Street in advance of the 28 June March and Festival. 
This temporary arrangement has continued. From the beginning 

of 1987 the Movement has been leasing an additional property 
on Mandela Street, where a number of staff have been based. 
However, following negotiations with the previous tenant, the 
AAM has taken over the lease on the first floor of 13 Mandela 
Street and work has been commissioned to create a single unit 
capable of providing space for all the Movement's existing staff. 
Once this work is completed, there should be a marked improve- 
ment in the functioning of the AAM HQ. The existing split-site 
arrangement has proved extremely inconvenient, not only for 
the Movement's staff but also for many members. 

In order to finance this expansion, the national committee 
launched a Â£75,00 HQ Expansion Appeal. This had only raised 
some Â£6,00 at the time of publication of this report and, 
without a successful response to this appeal, it will not be 
possible to  carry through the expansion plans required. 

The expansion of the AAM headquarters has been necessary 
both to  provide adequate accommodation for existing staff and 
to enable new appointments to be made in a number of key 
areas. During the period of this report, a number of important 
appointments have been made. In September 1986, it was 
decided to create a new post of deputy executive secretary who, 
like the executive secretary, would be an officer of the Move- 
ment and a member of the executive committee. Alan Brooks, 
who had worked for the AAM in the 1960s and had subsequently 
served as director of research at  IDAF and director of the 
Mozambique Information Office, was appointed to this new 
post and began working for the Movement in January 1987. 
Other newly-created posts were a finance officer to oversee the 
Movement's finances (Mike Ketchum was appointed to  this post 
in April 1987); a part-time post of editorial assistant for AA 
News (Elizabeth George was appointed to this post in March 
1987); and a research officer (Stuart Bell, who had worked on a 
temporary basis, was made a permanent employee with effect 
from January 1987). 

Two staff left the Movement's employ during this period. 
Carola Towle, who had been employed on a job-share basis 
following the return of Sue Longbottom from maternity leave, 
left in October 1986 and was replaced by Rosalind Epson. In 
January 1987, as a result of a reallocation of responsibilities, 
Rosalind became the office manager and Sue Longbottom's 
position was re-designated as publications officer. In November, 
Simon Sapper, the AAM's trade union secretary, who had served 
for a brief period as acting deputy secretary, left to take up a 
full-time trade union post with the IPCS, and Colin Adkins was 
subsequently appointed to  replace him. 

The Movement would like to express its appreciation to the 
Bishop Ambrose Reeves Trust, which has provided funds to 
assist with the appointment of a research worker, and to the 
Andrew Wainwright Memorial Trust and the Hollis family for 
funding the equivalent of a full-time employee for Anti- 
Apartheid News. Plans are proceeding for the appointment of 
three additional staff members; one of these posts - for a fund- 
raiser to work for 12 months - is possible due to  the generosity 
of two supporters of the Movement. 

A number of steps have been taken to improve the efficient 
running of the AAM headquarters, including the purchasing of 
modern equipment such as word-processors. However, a heavy 
burden continues to  fall on the staff and the team of committed 
volunteers without whom the Movement could not function. 

OBITUARY 

The Movement records with sadness the deaths during the 
past year of Mrs Margaret Reeves, widow of Bishop 
Ambrose Reeves, the former president of the AAM; Judy 
Kimble, a founder of the AA^ women's committee and 
member of the national committee; Mike Perkins, former 
president of the Society of Civil and Public servants; and 
M B Yengwa, a leading figure in the ANC in Natal and 
close former colleague of Chief Albert Luthuli. 
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