
I n  the  l a s t  6 weeks 100,000 b l a c k  workers i n  South A f r i c a  haye broken 
t he  law - by go ing  on s t r i k e  f o r  a  l i v i n g  wage ( s t r i k e s  by A f r i c a n s  a r e  
i l l e g a l ) .  

A t  p resen t  70% o f  these workers earn l e s s  than  t h e  minimum amount needed 
t o  su rv ive .  Th is  i n  a  coun t r y  where t he  wh i t e  workers '  ea rn ings  a r e  
amongst t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  wor ld.  

The pove r t y  wages mean t h a t  d isease and s u f f e r i n g  a r e  t he  A f r i c a n ' s  
constant  companion. 

C h i l d  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s  among A f r i cans  a re  a t  a  g ro tesque l y  h i g h  l e v e l  
( i n  c e r t a i n  areas as  nany as 1 c h i l d  i n  2 d i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  age of 10).  
Tubercu los is  and r t h e r  d iseases f l o u r i s h .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  the  A f r i c a n  l i v e s  i n  cons tan t  f e a r  o f  a r r e s t  under t h e  
pass lams o r  o t h e r  o f fences .  He t r a v e l s  m i l e s  each day i n t o  work 
from the  segregated townships s c a t t e r e d  around t h e  wh i t e  a reas  - he 
has no t ime o r  money. H i s  e n t i r e  l i f e  has been o r i e n t a t e d  t o  produce 
vas t  p r n f i t s  f o r  t h e  tuhi te m i n o r i t y .  

The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  workers have now r e t u r n e d  t o  work. I n  t h e  mords 
o f  one o f  t he  s t r i k e r s :  "UJe a r e  r e t u r n i n g  because me a re  hungry, n o t  
because we have accepted a new wage." 

Today, we t r a d e  u n i o n i s t s  and o the rs  a r e  here t n  express our  s o l i d a r i t y  
w i t h  these courageous workers, and t o  p ledge ou rse l ves  t o  campaign 
aga ins t  t he  invo lvement  i n  South A f r i c a  o f  t he  many B r i t i s h  f i r m s  who 
a re  p ropp ing  up the  a p a r t h e i d  system and reap ing  r i c h  p r o f i t s  f rom 
s t a r v a t i o n  wages i n  t he  process. 
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We r e a f f i r m  o u r  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  s y s t e m  w h i c h  
is a  t o t a l  d e n i a l  o f  a l l  human a n d  t r a d e  u n i o n  r i g h t s  ( a n d  
u n d e r  tuhich i t  i s  i l l e g a l  f o r  b l a c k  w o r k e r s  t o  s t r i k e ) ;  a n d  
i n v i t e  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t s  i n  B r i t a i n  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d  
t o  j o i n  u s  i n  t h i s  c o n d e m n a t i o n .  

We c a l l  on  t h o s e  B r i t i s h  f i r m s ,  w h i c h  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  i n v e s t -  
ment  p l a y  s u c h  a k e y  r o l e  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  s y s t e m ,  
t o  w i t h d r a w  t h e i r  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  r a c i s m ;  a n d  me u r g e  B r i t i s h  
w o r k e r s  n o t  t o  e m i g r a t e  t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  Such  e m i g r a t i o n  
h e l p s  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  a p a r t h e i d  a n d  t h e  i n i q u i t i e s  o f  j o b  
r e s e r v a t i o n .  
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